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Sirica wields a firm hand
over the Watergate trial
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Appointed by Eisenhower

In 1957, he was appointed by
the late President Eisenhower,, -
to the federal bench and pre-- -~
sided over the first tax evasion
trial of Fred B. Black, an.
associate of. Robert G. Baker, ....
the former Senate aide who .. .
was jailed for income tax eva-.
sion, larceny and conspiracy.

It was reportedly Mr. Black -
who greeted the news that ..
Judge Sirica would preside
over his case with the excla-"
mation, - “He’s g hanging.="
judge!” : =

The White House shadow is,
also to be found in the case
now ‘before Judge Sirica, al-”
though the alleged trail from
Watergate to the executive "
mansion so far leads no higher -~
than Jeb S. Magruder, former
deputy campaign ‘manager of
the Committee for the Re-elee- ¢
tion of the President, who, ac-
cording to the prosecution, al-* i
located $250,000 to'a defendant
responsible for running a polit- ~"
ical espionage scheme against .
the Democrats. S

The judge has already stated’
that it appeared the govern- ..
;ment had “an exceptionally ...
strong «case” against a defend;.
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“Incredible,” he told a pro-
spective woman juror who in-
sisted under questioning that
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she had never heard of the
Watergate affair despite the
widespread publicity given it.
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charges of burglary, conspir-
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,as well as against his six code-

The judge lives up to the fendants.

reputation for tough-minded-
ness that he acquired 28 years
ago when he was a Republican
assistant U.S. attorney who
was appointed as chief counsel
of a subcommittee investigat-
ing charges of favoritism n
the Federal Communications
Commission.

Aware of the long shadow of
the Roosevelt administration,
Judge Sirica reportedly took
the job with the understanding
that he could follow through on
all leads. When he decided that
Democratic committee mem-
bers were likely to be influ-
enced by the White House, he
resigned, simultaneously = de-
nouncing the investigation as a
“whitewash.” .
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