Ex-Aide Says
Bell Firm Hid ’
P';'),gt,],;%} Fund

DALLAS, Nov' Zy (AP)—A|
former executive of South»f
western Bell has charged that |
the firm required its top offi-:
cials to contribute $50 or more!
cach month from their sal- |
aries to selected politicians. |

The charges were made by |
James H. Ashley, former com- |
mercial manager for South-|
western Bell in San Antonio;
and now a plaintiff in a $29
million libel and .defamation
suit against the company. |

The other plaintiff is the
family of T. O. Gravitt, a for-
mer Southwestern Bell man-
ager for Texas who committed
suicide last month and report-
edly left notes accusing the
company of wusing deceitful
rate-setting practices and mak-
ing illegal political contribu-‘
tions. ] ’

Ashley said in an interview,
that the executives were told |
that money was included in
their salaries for political con-
tributions. )

C. L. Todd, vice president
and general manager of South-
charges and other accusations
in the suit “wild and ridicul-
ous.” .

Ashley said that “up until|
1966, we gave $50 a month in
cash.” He added that after|
. that a “political contact man”’
£for Bell would send notices to
geX'eéutives telling them where
gto send the - contributions.
{The money then was paid by
» personal check, he said. I
¢ “Webad no choice,” Ashley|
'said. “We were required to|
make those ‘voluntary’ contri-
‘butions,”.  which . he said
“&mounted to $90,000 a vear.

Ashley was fired by South-
western Bell during an inter-
nal probé which the company
said touched on Gravitt’s area
of responsibility. Ashley
claims in the suit that he was
fired and Gravitt “hounded
into suicide” because they re-
sisted “corporate rapacities.”

Todd said the charges|-
against the company “will be|:
answered thoroughly and com- j
pletely in court.” |

Referring to Ashley, he said ]
some of the charges he has
made, “are the very reasons
for which he was dismissed.”




