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Samuel E. Harris, an inde-
pendent candidate for D.C.
mayor, has told the staff of
the Senate Watergate com-
mittee that he made a $1,000
contribution to President
Nixon’s campaign at the urg-
ing of a White House aide

who told him he was being |

considered for a federal gov-
ernment contract, according
to a committee staff report. -

Harris told the committée
he never reczived the prom-
ised $250,000 Department of
Health, Education and Wel-
fare contract for his man-
agement _consulting firm,
even though he later in-
quired about it, the report
says. .

When asked earlier this
week about his contribu-
tions to the 1972 Nixon cam-
paign, Harris contradicted
the account as it was given
to the staff of the Watergate
committee. That account is
contained in a report circu-
lated to committee members
and obtained by The Wash-
ington Post.

Harris could not be reach-
" ed late yesterday to com-
.~ ment on the committee’s ac-
count of his testimony.

In an interview Thursday,
Harris said he told the com-
mittee that his contributions
to the Nixon campaign were
not tied to any specific con-
tracts, but rather were made
to protect the federal gov-
ernment contracts he had:al-
ready received.

He also said that he was
never specifically asked to
contribute money to the
campaign, but instead
thought it would be the pru-
dent thing to do. “I felt a
contribution might prevent
anyone {from interfering
with a contract I might al-
ready have,” Harris said on
Thursday. “I have a firm be-
lief that black people have
to learn to participate in the
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system according to the
rules. If you are a business,
you contribute to a guy who
you think is goingto win an
election.”

Harris contributed a total
of $2,000 to the Nixon cam-
paign, according to cam-
paign reports, and served.as
one of 25 black surrogates
who camwaigned for the
President. In that capacity,
he spoke in the President’s
behalf in Birmingham, Ala.
Despite this activity, Harris
said he did not vote in the
election and up to May 7 —
the date of the D.C. charter
referendum—had not voted
in 18 years. Harris is 39.

Harris is the president of
Sam Harris Associates, Ltd.,
a Washington-based manage-
ment consulting firm that
he says does 95 per cent of
his roughly $500,000-a-year
business with the federal
government. He announced
his candidacy last month at
a Distriet building press
conference in which he ac-
knowledged that he was a
newcomer to the ‘political
fray” but not to urban prob-
lems.

According to records on

'file with the General Ac-

counting  Office, , Harris
twice contributed $1,000 to
the President’s campaign.
His first contribution is
dated May 30, 1872, and was
received by the National
Black Committee for the Re-
Election of the President.
His second contribution,
made the day before the
election, went to the Fi-
nance Committee. to Re-
Elect the President.

He made the secpnd dona-
tion when, Harris said in the
interview, he discovered
“that the black-vote division
was all together separate
from the finance committee.
One did not ‘become -a fully
recognized contributor if he
did not get on the white ...
list.”
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According to the staff re-
port of the Watergate com-
mittee, Harris gave a differ-
ent version when he was in-
terviewed in March. It
reads: :

“Harris states that the day
before the election he was
called by Norris Sydnor, an
assistant to Brown (Robert
J. Brown, a special assistant
to the President) at the
White House, and told that
his company was on an
HEW list for a quarter. mil-
lion dollar HEW contract, a
circumstance that surprised
Harris since he had never
submitted a proposal to
HEW,” the report says.

“Harris said Sydnor then
asked for a $1,000 contribu-
tion to the campaign, which
Harris subsequently made
after iSydnor observed that
the HEW award would more
than cover the amount of
the contribution. Severa)
months later, having hearc
nothing from HEW, Harris
asked Sydnor about the con
tract, but did not receive a
satisfactory response.”

The report says that Syd
nor denied having told Har
ris he was under considera
tion for a contract or solicit
ing him the day before the
election for a contribution.

Sydnor could not be
reached for comment yester-

As for his earlier contri
bution, Harris told the
Watergate staff that “he was
made to feel that his contin
ued success. in obtaining
contracts would, in a signifi-
cant degree, be dependent
on his contributing to the
President’s re-election,” ac
cording to the staff report.



