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4 28—A s1gn bobbmg up and
- down at a McGovern rally
outside Los Angeles the
other afternoon sumnmed up
. the final strategy a /bit more
succinetly than thie candi-
date would probabﬁ care to
admit.
- “I’d rather plck'ﬁ a green
apple than a rottem one,” it
said.

With the electign just 10
days away, the disfaste and
distrust that many voters
. have always harlpored for

Richard Nixon hak emerged
as the basic under;pinning of
the Democratic; Party’s
- long-shot hopes fior ousting
him from the White House.
- Former Sen. Eugene Mec-
Carthy has been Jending his
patrician contempi, Edmund
- Muskie his Yankpe outrage
t.and Edward Kemnedy his
lilting scorn.

All have been u:m’cmg be-
. hind the Demodtatic presi-
: dential  candidite, Sen.

George McGovern, in the ef-

fort to convince:ithe voters
: that the man whoysits in the
. White House hais been cor-
! rupting the couniry and its
" ideals, It is a hiarsh theme,
¢ but at this point ‘perhaps the
¢ ! only one that might work.

v McGovern, for one, be-
lieves in it as an article of
faith. In vemarlks prepared
for an address fio a student
crowd at Gonzaga Univer-
sity here this affernoon, the
South Dakota senator said
he felt stronglly that the
Nixon  administration’s
. “shoddy, self-seefking leader-
ship has slowlyt eroded the
- strength of the-ideals that
. made us free. i
“How long will our liberty
' last,” McGovern; warned, “if
- our highest off#pials wiretap
- at will, burglarize the oppo-
sition, intimidate the press
and engage in furgery, sabo-
tage and spvm‘"?

¢ See MQGOVERIP, A4, Col. 1
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McGovern Makes
‘Corruption’ Plea
Along West Coast

MeGOVERN, From Al

“How long will our free-
dom endure if our people
must endure a tax system
that is not fair? We are not
free in the real sense if our
government is put on the
aiction block to spec1a1 in-
terests and the truth is put
into a paper shredder.”

McGovern’s faith in how
the voters would respond to
such appeals seemed to be
wavering a week ago.

But in the past few days,
shored up here by Muskie,
there by MecCarthy, over
there by Kennedy, the tire-
less, plodding minister’s son
from South Dakota seems to
have convinced himself all
over again. Outwardly at

least, not even the prospects

of a Nixon-arranged peace
in Vietnam appear to have
shaken him.

At a $5-a-plate breakfast
in Disneyland before leav-
ing California this morning,

McGovern reminded his

1,500 listeners that it was
he, and not Mr. Nixon, who
has been speaking out in op-
position to the war for the
past 10 years.

=~ Now, in peace in sight, he
suggested hopefully, the vot-
ers will realize that the
Democratic Party can best
bind up the wounds and di-
visions that the, conflict has
caused, that the “Sargent
Shriver-George McGovern”

ticket, as he put it “will be
best for the economy in the
postwar period.”

In terms of votes, how-
ever, it seems unlikely that
the McGovern camp is genu-
inely expecting a nationwide
plurality. Instead, they have
been concentratmg on se-
lected states, that, taken
together, could give them
victory in the electoral col-
lege despite the top-heavy
Nixon margins expected
elsewhere.

By the account of the
South Dakotan’s own top ad-
visers, there are precious
few states in which they cur-
rently consider McGovern
to have an edge.

Frank Mankiewicz, Mec-
Govern’s National Pohtxcal
Director, said the other eve-
ning that he felt his candi-
date was now ahead in Mas-
sachusetts, the Distriet of
Columbia, California, South
Dakota, Rhode Island and
‘Wisconsin.

Next ticking off states
“we think we can win,” Man-
kiewicz confined himself to
Michigan, New York, Illi-
nois, Minnesota, Connecti-
cut, Oregon and Washing-
ton.

“The real battlegrounds”
he said, “are New Jersey,
Ohio, Pennsylvania and
Texas. There’s a common
variable in each of those
states, and that’s the effi-



George McGovern has a word with Dor-
man Commons, chairman of the Southern

ciency of our get-out-the
vote organization.”
Mankiewicz stressed that
he was not writing off the
chances of a winning margin
~in a string of other states
such as Alaska, Hawaii and
Nevada, or even Iowa, Mis-
souri and New Mexico.
“Somewhere in all of
those,” he said, “are the 270
electoral votes we need. Na-
tionally, in the popular vote,
I think we’re going to come
out about even.
A measure of the odds,

however, can be glimpsed by
a recent poll in McGovern’s
own state, where, according
to South Dakota Lt. Gov.
Bill Dougherty, a close Mec-
Govern adviser, Mr. Nixon
was last seen leading the
senator by a margin of 52 to
48.

Such reports are taken by
the McGovern camp as good
news, not bad. Persistently,
they contend that the mo-
mentum is all in their favor,
that the “corruption” issue

Associated Press

California for McGovern Committee, just
before a $5-a-plate breakfast at Disneyland.

symbolized by the Water-
gate scandal is finally catch-
ing fire, especially among
Republican and independent
voters who might otherwise
be inclined towards Mr.
Nixon.

Correction
The secondary headline of
a story on page 19 in today’s
Potomac magazine should
have appeared with the ctorv
on page 12. The error is re
gretted.




