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A Word Edgewise: File; Remember

BEF.RE the: Phesuientla} body Ehesexdays beheve§ in haved hke Spmlsports (or,

- eIectmn of 1972 rnermfu’llY’ ""falrness”\ indeed, the Fegs

vanishes into the past, there

;" are a few ‘things that hews.:
. : paper -readers; radio: listen- -

ers, and TV watchers . ought
to f11e away for future refer-
.-~énee,; My condern is nof wi

. petty matters:. B111 :

“can ha ave the™ pleasure’ ‘of *

cuttlng— up Ken: Galbraith
“and : other ‘miscellaneous -
- prophets .of the McGovern

Iandshde ‘As a rnatter of

fact,” in' ideological’ terims
: ‘Buckley " and Galbraith: de-
_serve each other: ,each .is
representative’of the other’s

ideal losing candidate. The! #

.only . that

George

Repubhcan
McGoverr

) versa

""Ize oné of the maJor' prof
CTeins” in- the medla’svcover;-
age of the:election:- Every-

might’ 3
~possibly - have behten: was "
Barry . Goldwater—and viee: ;-

" 'who “keep .getting -us .into.

eral Communications Com-

nd:

dfd this “fairndss”” amount:
to? T would argue- that gen-.

«down to an ethbrmm
unrepresentatlve b1as -
To’ be. specaflc what hap-
‘pens when “a “stdtion” or ‘a

gical s prejudice=—is -
nounced for instance, as be-
“ing %too Tiberal”? Somebody,

hnn on-*tHat - tube by

- Tate;™ masterful Jdeologue'.

d  they “find “one; I‘hey
re 2 not looking for someone
1 a pohtrcal;hase, but. for :

nservatives
vold thédry likethe plague.”
(after ally:itls those theorists

*~trouble), | 'thls hmlts ‘the
fie]ﬂ :

of {He hilI except that the
leﬁ: end of the. political spee- -
trum is oyerpopulated. with .

theonsts Here ‘then: the
eompetltlon 1s stlffer and
victory goes to thiose capa-
ble 6f making the Thost out-:
‘ragéedus statements
sAmérican. soclety

n, caricature ;

Y w1th'v1rtuall no_spokesmen

" for“the mass of the popufa- -
- dien,which actually decided
..ta . vote .against - McGovern
‘but to keep the" Democrats
- in tontrol of' Congress. Who,
» for-example; ook the AFL-

CIQ——whlch ~was--the epi--

tome  of this position— "
seriously? A clique of bitter
old men, it was said, be-

s s
N a LA .

“mission :is: ‘supposed * to.im-"
pose: a ‘“fairness::doetrine” ;

‘radi6 *and: ¥FV * stations.
.But in practical sterms what.-

T went
erally speaking, :-it - came .,
;-

snetwork?is.‘acéused of ideo-:
; de- - -

with" a ‘wary :eye. on- fhe: -

tive;.dead or “alive, and put

pokesman B

about

In; short, A ,er,lcan ‘poh-' \

~in “Me Govern s word,
“wreckers”). Ingenious
yourg Treporters,” suffused
‘with righteousness; invented®
plit- in. the. labor. move-
ent. because the leadership -
was totaliy out ‘of touch with;
the* rark ahd’ ﬁle And s0'it
auntil “:the . smoke -
>'eleared- and 10' the - leader-
.ship of the AFL- CIO turned

..out to have been completely .
< in tune WitH ‘the: sentiments:
. ‘of > their constituents. Now

< the. -same" journalists who ~
spht the mevement. - last’
summer are busy “reumtmg”
1t'

- Similarly - there.. :are mil-

;hons of . liberals in . the-
Umted States who are Stlﬂ. <

form They could not stom~-‘
“ach*’ McGovermsm because 3
of what they considered its
pervaswe anti-Americanism:
- without denying the evil in.
Amerllcan .society, ‘they re-
fuse 1o beheve that ’che

the medla were concerned :

they were- the orphans of
" “thé election. The rotion thit -

: -a liberal could oppose: Me-

. ‘Governism on liberal prinei- "
. Dles. was simply  unthinka- .
.ble. But, as a careful analy--
“sis” of voting patterns® in"
New York City (particularly -
. ‘Brooklyn) will: indicate; thrs
: sentiment .was there. R
.The .. stock McGovermte 3
ans er to. this' is that a lib-.
ho opposed the. Sena-.
“for’ ipso " facto ‘excomrmiini-”
“‘cated - himself. This  is
-nonsense: as-the woting dem-
onstrated, it. was the Me=:
Governites who detached
~themselves from the main

. stream of American liberal-
“.ism. However as yet the me--

~dia have largely failed to re-
* fleét the . election -refurns. -
We still live in the era of

caricature.
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