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WILLIAM P. CLEMENTS , -,
. no trial in press i<~

Clements

’

Slander

2l

DALLAS, Dec. 28 (AP)—AT’ij“;
Argentine businessman Has;,
filed a $15 million slander 51;111:11 '
against William P. Clements,
who has been nominated by,
President Nixon to be depuLy, v
secretary of defense. R
The suit was filed Wednes; ,
day by Antonio A. Diaz, a for- -
mer Clements business par}w
ner who helped arrange an oil
drilling contract for Sedco,:.
Inc., of which Clements .is .-
board chairman. The corpora- .
tion and Clements . wer®
named as defendants. e
Diaz alleged in his petitiom
that Clements made “grossly-:
defamatory” statements abou_d; ;
him in a news conference Dgc.
18 at Sedco’s Dallas headquar='*
ters. : ~'uw
Clements called the confe'r-’
ence after he. was named -dé+*"
fense deputy and after stot:'rgs;"
were published concerning ;}1&”_
1966 suit brought by Didz"
against a now-dissolved Sedco )
subsidiary. The suit claims not-

Sued for

all profits were reported. Diaz

i

claimed a percentage of the:
profits. e
The slander suit alleges that
Clements made false, Ii'belo'us“
and slanderous statements in
the news conference. HED

The suit also alleges that,
Clements said Diaz’s earlier,
suit was filed for the purposes,
of harassing and taking cheap. .
shots at Clements and that Cle.
ments said Diaz did nothing to
earn the money for which he,
earlier sued. -

At the Dec. 18 news confey-
ence, Clements spoke only-~
briefly of Diaz. He said he be-. -
lived the information about
the earlier suit was coming -
from two Americans now out .
of the country, whom ~he+
called “malcontents.” i

Clements issued a statemenf:
Thursday about the slander
suit, saying, in part, “To put
this into proper focus, yeu
must realize that Mr. Diaz isa
pro in the public relations
field and I am not. Neither
Mr. Diaz’s original suit filed
several years ago nor his new
suit filed this week has any
merit and both can be success-
fully defended.

. “I am prepared to defend
Ithem in the courts where My,
' Diaz filed them. I have always. §
felt that this is what the
jeourts are for and I will not:.
try these cases in the newspa--.
| bers.” C g,
+ Clements, at the earlier
news conference, .described:

. the two Americans—Charles -

R. O’'Neall and William L. Dils.-
lin—as malcontents who can- -
,notreturn to this country be--
,cause the Internal Revenue
Service has obtained tax liens. .
against profits they made -in- -
the Argentine drilling projeet... -
Diaz said in his suit, “The .
whole tenor and tone of the
statements issued by defend.
ant Clements are to discredit '
the honesty, reputation, chari’
acter and integrity of Antonig
A. Diaz.” i Wit
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