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By Donnie Radcliffe

CARACAS, Venezuela—
First Lady Pat Nixon’s en-
tourage for her official vis-
its to Venezuela and Brazil
this week has aroused curi-
osity and some veiled criti-
cism on its own.

Traveling with Mrs. Nixon
are a relatively unknown
Miami businessman, Nichos
las Morley, and«CIA_deputy

director Gen al-
fers. Walters,is acting as her
Interpreter, a role he also
played in 1958 when then-
Vice President  Richard
Nixon and his wife were sur-
rounded by violent Venezue-
lan demonstrators.

In remarks to American
reporters, Mrs. Nixon has
downplayed the seriousness
of the 1958 incident and
Walters appeared to do the
same at a reception Monday
night at Miraflores Palace.

Walters, unmistakable as
a U.S. Army general in his
militarv uniform with its
three gold stars, said “It
(1958) wasn’t that bad.”

Walters himself is being
viewed warily by some
Americans on the scene for
his CIA affiliation. And
there are some among the
U.S. Embassy staff who visi-
bly wince at the sight of
Walters’ uniform.

“In some other Latin
American countries he
would not be very wel-

come,” according to ane vet-
eran hemispheric observer.
“But things have changed
here and nobody’s making
anything out of it.”

There is also some behind-
he-scenes dismay that the
fficial U.S. delegation to
he inauguration of Vene-
zuela’s new president, Car-
los Andres Perez, is com-
rised of anybody less than
ice President Gerald R.

Ford or
Leader Mike Mansfield (D-
Mont.).

“Venezuela is very impor-
tant to the United States,”
said one American,” and we
shouldn’t ever forget why—
0il.”

Besides Mrs. Nixon, the
official party includes U.S.
Ambassador Robert MecC-
lintock and Morley, the Mi-
ami mystery man.

A native of Bulgaria who
emigrated by way of Italy
and Israel to the United
States in 1956, Morley be-
came a U.S. citizen in 1961.
Other than vague references
by White House officials to
Morley’s extensive business
interests, in South America

as well as the United States
and elswehere, little is
nown about him.

On the flight aboard Air
Force One from Homestead
Air Force Base in Florida,
Mrs., Nixon told reporters
that Morley had heen re-
commended to the White
House by Sex rd Gur-
ney (R-Fla.) for the s

Cthe delegation.

She said that Gurney pro-

posed Morley because of his

interest in South America
and throughout the world.
He’s known for his civie
work.”

Morley, who somewhat re-
sembles musician Al Hirt,
has prefty much kept to
himself. He showed up Mon-
day night to present his cre-
dentials with  those of
Mrs. Nixon and Ambassador
MecClintock  to  outgoing
President Rafael Caldera.
But he was mildly critical of
what he called “last-minute
champagne served the way
it was” to Mrs. Nixon him-
self and MecClintock.

Yesterday, however, at the
actual inaugural ceremony,
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Mprs. Richard Nixon sitting with wives of Venezuelan ministers at the inaugura-
tion of President Carlos Andres Peres in Caracas.

Morley was not to be seen.
White House and State De-
partment  officials called it
an “off day” for the 45.year-
old Miamian who is presi-
dent of a realty company
and, reportedly, an acquain-
tance of Bebe Rebozo, the
close friend of President
Nixon.

“Only the head of the U.S.
delegation—Mrs. Nixon (who

takes the rank of her hus-
band in cases like this)—
was supposed to attend the
swearing-in ceremony,” a
State Department spokes-
man said.

Morley, himself, reached
in his hotel room, said he
was ill and waiting for a
doctor. He did not wish to
“bother” White House physi-
cian Dr. Walter Tkach, who

‘is traveling with Mrs, Nix-
on’s party.

Morley also said he would
not be attending last night’s
reception for Mrs. Nixon at
the U.S. Embassy where 200
Venezuelans have been in-
vited.

“The reception doesn’t
have the significance the
other events here do,” Mor-
ley said.




