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ness chair at the

Brvin committec' session ©

That chair had

Just been vacated by hic former Central Inte

1 Helms. The hot lig
or TV focused on him, Cushman remained cool and unruffled through one of the shortest
of the committec's questionings.

It was also one of the more tent questioningse. Cushman's uvnruffled calnm,

the serengty with which he began, marks hin as a man of remarkable composure. And this
is because he held secrets.

When he had finished, save for gome blundering in Republican partisan effort to
s position, he still held zkmms those secrets. What little emerged

because of the blundering was unreported on that night's network TV and the next day's

papers. This alwmost assurcd that iein secret,iwith one big hurdle remainingy
B, Howard Hunt,

Cushman lied.

The committee had the pwoof of his lying - in context perjury - and missed or
ignored ite.

Why should Cushman, already higher in a long military career than all but a cery

- — ) b & % = T e Tars S - % - -
small number of the millions who have beenin the service, jeopardize that career and

Q.,

his reputation, to say nothing of criminal offense, to lie on full camera, on nation-

Therein lies the clue to one of the major crises in Richard Nixon's Scventh.

Cushman is the man through whom John Ehrlichman had enlisted CIA's aid in Hunt's
White House
clandestine/projects. Any such domestic operations by the CIA is illegal. Cushman knew it.

It can be argued, of course, that one does not easily reject a White House request, eppecially

from Richard UiXOIl'b White MOU.QCG. -L_‘t is about this which le;.eS the testimony ”ma’cerial"
9 o
within the m@al’l:s_nr of the sta tube, that “lU.ShﬂlaIl was qu_estionedo

And in this guestioning it turned out that the CIA had a tape of Cushman's conversation
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with tunt apoeared in hie o

fice late in July, 1971. How coe the tape? ind why
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» tone by masking parts as Wes meroxed?

the

the second guestioi,

and concernh, fart

of

chitchat,

The reason for taping, and hov often did he, too,

Only about sik times in his three years as UDCI, deputy intelligence directors

And the reason was a mild ap rehension because Hunt

o oal~art 4 lya 4+ vy N
has asked that thelir mee b’]-llb ve

face~to-Tece, had asked that Cushman's executive assistant leaves

i . T % . BB ~
This was not the reason. *his is where and why Yushman lied. And none of the

seven members of the committee nor all their counsel present nor zll the staff that had

gone over this transcript in advance caught this important lie,

Richard Nixon appears to have, for soon thereafter he

The moment may have come when he could start preparing the long-pormised statement

to end all statements and rénder inoperative all the many earlier pne not yet so

ordained,
The lie and more is established in the very first words of the tran
"Cushman: Hey, good to see you. Come on in, have a seat."

Four-star general's don t usually great men they don t know of know slightly

with such effusive warmth, beginning with "Hey." Hunt was no stranger to former

Colonel Cushman. Hunt's reply was cold:
"Could we make this just the two of us?"

"All right, sure. We certainly can," Cushmmn responded
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low, aside from these clear indications of a once-close relationship between the

the reason for gushman's unusual act in taping his meeting with Bunt, has to be falseo

The proof is obvious because before Hunt ask for a tete-a-tete the machinewsz wes turned

on, capturing what was said. That old-friend,old~boy, "Hey, good %o see you. Come on it"

opening could not have been captured hac the machine not been turned on until aft Hunt
o

Li¥ed gk

Could we nake Xk this just the two of ug?"
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emiﬁence, this former number 2 wan of +thc

serious en official proceeding?

The answer to that was in my files long before he appeared %o testify. It was
iy </ P ot
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related cguestions of he i %
Two other mRxkkz unasked and sred xmEskimmx require stiention at
o
if this unusual coup, pullced oi so smoothly, i1s to be understocd.

Why did the White ! ask the CIA for what it could have bought
at slight cost in any of downtown photo stores so close to the White
Lsuse one might have walked to scveral before an empty ceb came past?
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I4 involved in what



