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The Marine Corps Com-
mandant, Gen. Robert E.
‘Cushman, has been “asked”
by the Pentagon to cut short
a European trip and return
to Washington to file an af-
fidavit with the Justice De-
partment concerning allega-

tions that while deputy di- |

rector of the CIA he author-
ized use of equipment even-

tually used in the break-in ;
af’the office of Daniel Ells- |

berg’s psychiatrist.

Rep. Lucian N. Nedzi (D-
Mich.) disclosed on Monday
that James R. Schlesginer
had confirmed to him pri-
vately that CIA equipment
and research had been used
by Watergate conspirators
E. Howard ‘Hunt Jr. and G.
Gordon Liddy in the Els-
berg burglary case and that
Cushman had authorized it.

There have been no public

assertions thus far, however,
that Cushman knew specifi-
cally what the equipment
was going to be wused for,
nor is it clear precisely on
what basis the request to
Cushman for the- material
was made.

Cushman will “probably”
be back in Washington to-
day, according’ to Pentagon
officials.

Pentagon spokesmari

Jerry W. Friedheim said yes-

terday that the four-star
general “was asked to re-
turn,” but stopped short of
saying that Cushman was or:
dered to do so..

- Friedheim explained that -

both the Pentagon’s top law-
yver, General Counsel E5
Fred Buzhardt, and Marine

Corps legal officers had’

talked with Cushman and
that the general had agreed
with “recommendations”
that he “return and make an
atffidavit which would dis-
cuss his activities in the
proper legal arena since it is
a matter that’s in the judi-
cial process,” .

"Friedheim indicated that
the suggestion to Cushman
to return came from Buz-
hgrdt and not from De-
fense Secretary Elliot L.
#ichardson, who is to move
over to the Justice Depart-
ment as Attorney General.

Friedlestia szi¢ there were
at least three congressional
committees, individual mem-
bers of Congress, a grand
jury and a trial in Califor-
nia, which would undoub-
tedly be interested in the
Cushman statement.

Though the Marine Corps’
top officer was working for
the CIA at the time of the
Ellsberg case break-in and
his precise involvement in
the authorization of the use
of CIA cameras and other
equipment is still unclear,

the linking of the Comman-
dant with the Watergate '

case has caused considera-
ble anguish within the Ma-
rine Corps.

. Interviews with a number
of officers yesterday re-
vealed a general feeling of
concern that as one put it
“the name of the Corps was
just being pulled into this
octopus of Watergate.”

" "Some officers said that con-

cern expressed over news
leaks on national security
matters in 1971 might have

"~ justified the CIA getting in-

volved and Cushman along
with it.

“One officer said the fact
that a White House National
Security Council official,
David Young, was involved
in- investigating the leaks
“probably made it seem
clear that there was a na-
tional security problem at
the time.”

‘What officers seem to fear
most, however, is that im-
plication that Cushman, a
former military aide to then
Vice President Nixon in the
18505, may have been leaned
on politically to allow CIA.
involvement in an area of
domestic  activities from
which the CIA is tradition-
ally barred.

There were also indications
yesterday that the Com-
mandant did not like being
“asked” and “ordered” to do
certain things with respect
to the new revelations.

On Monday, Cushman de-
clined to show up at a news
conference in the Nether-
lands, explaining “those are
my orders.”
| Yesterday, Pentagon offi-

cials admitted for several
Hours they were not sure
just where Cushman was,
and " late yesterday thay
were still not sure when he
would in fact return to
Washingion.

Meanwhile in Congress
vesterday, Sen. Harold
Hughes (D-Iowa) said he
was convinced the VIA as-
sisted in the breakin but
that the agency’s top civil-
ian directors did not know
what was going on.

- Hughes said that in closed
hearings of the Senate
Armed Services Committee
earlier this year, both cur-
rernit CIA chief James R.
Schlessinger and his imme-
diate predecessor Richard
Helms had denied any CIA
participation in intelligence
gathering operations in this
country.




