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Tape of Nixon Tglk on Milk Prices Aclmowledged

°
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The White House acknowledged

meeting between President

industry that occurred just be-
fore  the Administration an-
nounced a major milk price
support increase. .

tion to the President’s re-elec-

The suit charges the Admin-
istration with “improperly and
unlawfully”  increasing the

special counsel to the Presi-

sition on refusing to release|respecting a public meeting
tapes of conversations record-|such as on March 23, at which
ed in the Oval Office. dairy industry counsel, Depart-
_ He said the President be-lment of Agriculture figures,
lieved thatethe confidentiality|and White House and Office of
of the tapes “is fundamental to|Management and Budget offi-|
the preservation of the Execu-|cials were present, in addition|
tive’s ability to perform his con-|{to those , previous mentioned, |
stitutional duties” and that the|“is almost as ludicrous as such i
compulsory disclosure of the|a claim made with respect to!
tapes to a co-equal branch ofla televised Presidential
the Government “is inconsist-ldress.”

ent”
" Gamt 18— |ration of powers.”

WASHINGTON, - Sept. 18 In addition to the tapes, the
: affidavit disclosed the existence
today the probable existence o additional relevant docu-
of a tape recording of a 1971 ments, including the following:
gA memorandum dated geb.

i ‘ lea he dairy| 1, 1972, between two Presiden-
Nixon Bnc leadts of (e dainy tial assistants that relates in
part 'to politica] conributions
and the lawsuit. <.

qA list of pre-April 7, 1972,

; campaign contributions to the

The fact that the dairy indus-|Committee for the Re-eléction
try made a $422,100 contribu-|of the President. ,
Both documents were offered
tion campaign shortly. there-ito the United States District
after has resulted in a suit|/Court that is hearing the case
brought by Ralph Nader and|by Mr. Buzhardt for
several consumer organizations. |inspection.

Disclosure Sought

Upon receipt on Mr. Buz-
price supports and seeks thejhardt’s affidavit today, William
public disclosure of documents{A. Dobrovir, an attorney for
relating to this sequence of|the : )
events. . filed a motion seeking the im-

In indicating that a tape re-|mediate production of those
cording of the March 23 meet-|two documents and the tape
-|ing was “believed” to have|recording for inspection by the
been made, J. Fred Buzhardt,|plaintiffs.

ith the doctrine of sépa-|

organizations,

He stated in the motion At'h»ati : tha
dent, reiterated Mr. Nixon’s po-|the claim of executive privilege'was still continuing.

Mr. Dobrovir said later that
he believed a tape of the meet-
ing did exist or it would not‘
have been mentioned at all by
Mr. Buzhardt.

According to a member of
the White House counsel’s of-
fice, it is believed a tape of
the meeting exists “given the]
time frame” of when the re-
cording equipment was in-
stalled. :

The staff member added that
the documents referred to in!
the affidavit were in addition
to a group of documents re-’
leased when the lawsuit first
began. ‘

Although there has been a
delay in the court order to sup-
ply documents until a ruling
on the President’s claims of ex-
ecutive privilege can be ‘given,
the staff member said it was! .
“always our assumption this
was a continuing search” and
that yesterday’s reporting of
documents was ‘‘something we!
felt we ‘should do.” The affi-
davit added that the -search
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