Public Figures Stunned at Us.mn?ms.m of Tape Recording

LBJ Aides Disavow System

By Jules Witcover
Washington Post Staff Writer

The White House reported
yest@day that the Nixon
Administration system of
automatically recording Mr.
Nixon's conversations in se-
veral offices and on his
phones is “similar” to one
used in the previous admin-
istration.

But Johnson administra-
tion® officials quickly . said
they knew nothing of it.

A spokesman for the Se-
ret Service, which installed
the system for the Nixon ad-

inistration, said if there

as one in place during the
ohnson years, the Secret
ervice didn’t put it there.

Harry Middleton, director
of the Lyndon B. Johnson
Library in Austin, Texas,
said through a federal gov-
ernment spokesman that
there is a section in the li-
brary that “reflects selective
telephone conversations” be-
tween Mr. Johnson and oth-
€ers.

Some of them, he said,
“were recorded manually by

a secretary, some by Uicta-
phone belt.” Also, he said,
there were “a limited num-
ber of meetings recorded in.
1968 in the Cabinet room.
Most of these concerned na-
tional security matters.”
White House confirmation
of the practice of automatic
recording under Mr. Nixon,
revealed yesterday in testi-
mony by White House aide
Alexander Butterfield, came
in a short letter from J.
Fred Buzhardt, special coun-
sel to Mr. Nixon, to Sen.
Sam J. Ervin Jr. (D-N.C.),
chairman of the Senate
Watergate committee.
Mr. Nixon’s conversations
have been recorded “since
he spring of 1971, Buz-
hardt wrote. “I am advised
that this system, which is
still in use, is similar to that
mployed by the last admin-
stration and which had
een discontinued from 1969
ntil the spring of 1971.

See HISTORY, Al16, Col. 1
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By William Greider 7//; 2/
Washington Post Staff Writer \? N\ Q,\w
Wonders of Watergate do not cease, Now the in-
vestigating senators have gtumbled on to the ultimate
witness—the one who om,_m Hmmhmm_u\ sort out the con-
flicting charges, reconcile all the confusion and con-
tradiction, save the President or maybe sink him. -

It’s not John Dean or John Mitchell, not Haldeman
or Ehrlichman, not even President Nixon himself. In
the search for truth, they have all been upstaged,
appropriately enough, by an electronic gizmo—a tape
recorder that faithfully eavesdropped on all presi-
dential conversations.

If the White House will turn loose the spools, they
could answer countless questions surrounding what
the President knew about Watergate and when, which
has become the principal issue of the Senate :Emm_umm.
tion. .

Samuel Dash, the' committee’s chief counsel, smiled
like a cat licking canary feathers from his moith.
“We now know theré’s a complete record of all these
meetings,” Dash said. “I don’t think you have to draw
a line and add it up.”

The startling revelation that the Oval Office bmm
big ears was popped out yesterday by a reluctant
White House alumnus named Alexander Butterfield,
who used to arrange for security and historical ar-
chives, among other matters, when he was a deputy
mmmiwi to the President.

See SCENE, Al8, Col. 5

Some Say ,Hr@% Uos; E:Em

By Lou Cannon N y w
Washington Post State Writed ¢ * /7

Public figures ranging
from George Meany to
George Romney reacted

with incredulity yesterday
to testimony that President
Nixon had tapewrecorded
conversations and telephone
calls without consent.

Present Nixon administra-.

tion Cabinet members, while
refraining from direct criti-
cism of the President, said
to a man that they didn’t
know their conversations
were being recorded.

“No kidding,” said former
Attorney General Richard
G. Kleindienst in a voice of
astonishment.

Kleindienst, reached at a
hotel in London where he is
on a business trip, said he
was not aware of the prac-
tice and would “have no fur-
ther comment on it . .. be-
cause of my personal rela-
tionship with the Presi-
dent.”

“I'm literally astonished,
I'm incredulous,” said Rob-
ert H. Finch, longtime

~was ask.”

Nixon confidant and a for-
meyr White House counselor
and Health, Education and
Welfare Secretary. “I re-
member being told by se-
veral sources that Lyndon
Johnson had an arrange-
ment like that but it had
been discontinued. 1 as-
sumed that was the case.”
Former Interior Secretary

* Walter J. Hickel, who was

dismissed by the President
after publicly protesting the
administration’s Vietnam
policies, said that “America
will be sick at heart” over
the disclosures and added:
“I was trying to get my
message to the White House
anyway. PF they :ma to do
Another ex-Cabinet mem-
ber, former Housing and Ur-
ban Development Secretary
Romney, said that “from a
historical standpoint” he
was pleased that his views
were recorded but had

See REACT, Al7, Col. 1



Some Aides to Lyndon Johnson Say

BISTORY, From Al

Buzhardt offered no evi-
dence of his claim that the
Johnson administration also

had used such a system, but
said, “a more detailed state-
ment concerning these pro-
cedures will be furnished to
the committee shortly.”

While several Johnson ad-
ministration aides flatlv de-
nied knowladge of any such
automatically triggered sys-
tem of listening devices dur-
ino the Johnson vears, some
acknowledged that  Mr.
Johnson did have and d°d
1se rhone-connected record-
ing devices on selecied vcca-
sions.

Rep. James Jones (D-
Okla.), one-time apnoint-
ments secretary to Mr. John-
son. said. “There was a re-
cording device at the (LBJ)

ranch” that was used during
the Arab-Israeli War in 1967
to record messages for the
President, but “to my knowl-
edge none in the Oval Of-
fice.”

Robert Hardesty, a John-
son speechwriter, said the
late President “did have the
capability on his telephone
to record,” both in his office
and in his 'bedroom, “but it
wasn’t anything that went
on automatically. He would
push a button.”

Hardesty, who
helped Mr. Jchnson write
his memoirs, “The Vantage
Point,” said that in working
cn the manuscript nie did
see transcripts of phone con-
versations. But none of
them was werth using in the
book, he said, and he
couldn’t recall who they in-
volved.

later :

Joseph A. Califano, a spe-
cial assistant to Mr. Johnson
at the White House, said he
believed the late President
“had on his White House
Oval Office phone the capa-
bility, either by his doing
something, or his secretary
doing something, of taping a
conversation.”

Califano said he could
also recall one occasion dur-
ing the Six-Day War when
Mr. Johnson waved to his
secretary during a phone
conversation, as if indicat-
ing it should be recorded.
But he was not certain, Cali-
fano said, whether this occa-
sion'was in the Oval Office
or at the LBJ Ranch.

" Harry C. McPherson Jr.,
another Johnson speechwri-
ter, said that “never to my
knowledge” had Mr. John-
son recorded a conversation.

McPhersen said he “could
not write it off as a possibil-
ity,” but could not conceive
that he could spend four
years at the White House
and not know if it had been
done. :
McPherson noted that it is
‘common practice” in gov-
ernment to have secretaries
take down conversations in
shorthand while listening in
on an extension phone, and
“on really crucial matters it
is quite possible he would
have someone take it down.”

All of these Johnson aides-
said they had never heard of
any bugging of White ‘House
offices and it was inconceiv-
able to them that Mr. John-
son would have sanctioned
such a system. .

“I think this is an outrag-
eous smear on a dead Presi-

Selected Tape Recordings Were Made

_dent,” Califano, now a Wash-
‘ington lawyer, said.
* George Christian, who was
Mr. Johnson’s press secre-
‘tary in his last presidential
years, said he also had
-heard of no automatic sys-
tem but he “assumed” that
‘important national’ security
‘meetings: were recorded
somehow. He never saw any
transcripts or tapes, he said.
Jones said there was a
black box installed by the
Secret Service that showed
where Mr. Johnson was in
the White House at all times
“but there was no bugging
done and no room bugging.”
" Butterfield testified yes-
terday that a similar box
used in the Nixon adminis-
tration to show Mr. Nixon’s
location triggered the auto-
matic taping device, and it
~Wwas then activated by the
sound of a voice.

During his testimony, But- :

terfield was asked by Sen.
Daniel K. Inouye (D-
Hawaii) whether he had
“any information to indicate
this taping was practiced in
other administrations.”

Butterfield replied: “Well,
in all honesty, Senator In-
ouye, I have heard the ru-
mor. I could not begin to
identify the source. But I
have heard those rumors for
several years, and . . . when
I'called in the Secret Serv-
ice people, and gave them
this particular instruction,
there was the intimation by
their gestures, by their re-
sponse to me, they know
how to proceed. From that, I
would guess that it had been
done, but I'm only guessing
when I say that.”

One open use of a tape re-
corder by Mr. Johnson in
the Oval Office is reported
in a forthcoming - book,
“Lyndon,” by Richard Har-
wood and Haynes Johnson

of The Washington Post.
The account says that in
1964, at the opening of the

conversation in which Mr
Johnson advised then-Attor-
ney General Robert F. Ken
nedy that he would not be
Mr. Johnson’s running-mate
that year, the President
reached out and turned on a
recording device on his
desk.

Buzhardt, in his statement
yvesterday, alluded only to
the Johnson administration
in terms of an automatic re-
cording system. But David
Powers, curator for the
John F. Kennedy Library
and former -appointments
secretary to Mr. Kennedy,
said he knew of no such tel-
ephone monitoring system
in the Kennedy White
House. .

No tapes of White House
phone calls or face-to-face
conversations have - turned

up in the Kennedy archives,
he said. )

“I cannot recall this ever
being done,” he said. “If it
had been done, I would have
known it. I was in the Presi-
dent’s office everyday.”

Another Kennedy White
House aide, Arthur Schle-
singer Jr., said such a sys-
tem never had been used
and it was “inconceivable”
that Mr. Kennedy ever
would have approved of
such an “incredible” system.



