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Post-Mortem: The Unmaking of a President

HOW THE GOOD GUYS$ FINALLY WON
by JIMMY BRESLIN
192 pages. Viking. $6.95.

U.S.v. RICHARD M. NIXON
by FRANK MANKIEWICZ
263 pages. Quadrangle. $8.95.

THELAST NIXON WATCH
by JOHN OSBORNE S
213 pages. New Republic. $7.95.

WATCHMEN IN THE NIGHT
by THEODORE C. SORENSEN
167 pages. M.L.T. Press.
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Rushed, flawed, repetitive, some-
times contradictory, the first wave of
post-Nixon Watergate books is now in
full flood. The question is: Do the writ-
ers have anything much to say that
Americans really want to hear? The an-
swer is a qualified yes. Some new nug-
gets of Nixonian intrigue rise to the sur-
face. Diverse perspectives are offered on
the men around the President—Mitch-
ell, Haldeman and Ehrlichman—on pre-
cisely what brought Nixon down, and
on how the Government and press have
been affected. Most notably, these books
provide small, sharp, almost novelistic
insights into the personal struggles
—some devilish, some inspiring—of in-
dividuals caught up in the scandal.

Rootless Outsider. Watergate is
too recent to permit calm interpretation.
Yet four professional President watchers
and one street-wise verbal brawler with
a police reporter’s eye and literary style
to match, have dared to look back in
anger or regret. Perhaps because Amer-
icans are weary of grandiose pronounce-
ments, it is the writers who think small-
est who seem most worth reading.
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Jimmy Breslin’s book, which bristles
with anecdotes and is embellished with
Irish blarney, is the best of the lot.

Of the other four writers, Theodore
White, author of The Making of many
Presidents, including Nixon, is the only
one to offer a total read for anyone who
wants to wallow in Watergate. He skill-
fully retells the whole story of the Pres-
ident’s fall, even dealing with his char-
acter as a rootless outsider who bitterly
resented social slights offered him by
men like Eisenhower and Rockefeller.
Most important, White’s book includes
an absorbing day-by-day account, based
on personal interviews, of what the Pres-
ident and the men around him—espe-
cially General Alexander Haig and
Lawyers Leonard Garment and James
St. Clair—were doing during the final
weeks of the crisis. For some days, White
says, Haig was in fact the country’s
“Acting President” as he maneuvered
to help bring about a resignation, while
the moody Nixon veered between de-
fensive anger and despair.

White sometimes seems trapped be-
tween his gift for swift narratives and
his fondness for sweeping analysis. Quite
properly, he assails Nixon for his “true
crime: he destroyed the myth that binds
America together ... the myth that
somewhere in American life there is at
least one man who stands for law, the
President.” Yet he overpraises Nixon’s
non-Watergate presidential actions at
home and abroad, even to the bombing
of Hanoi and the Cambodia “incursion.”
White is also dealing in vapors when
he contends that the press turned wrath-
fully upon Nixon because its “chief pub-
lic enemy,” Spiro Agnew, “had been
spared the shame and public guillotine
of impeachment.”

Theodore Sorensen’s spare but
sprightly volume focuses on a much nar-
rower quéstion: What now for the pres-
idency? In the wry, graceful prose that
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lent class to the speeches of President
Kennedy, Sorensen clings unfashion-
ably to the liberal yearning for strong
Presidents. Yet he admits that Kennedy,
too, was error-prone and hobbled by the
federal bureaucracy and congressional
fief. Because “the power to do great
harm is also the power to do great good,”
Sorensen would have his President
strongly accountable to an aroused
press, Congress, the courts and above all
the people. On the grounds that the qual-
ities now necessary to win elections are
less and less likely to produce a good
President, Sorensen also includes some
criteria for judging a presidential candi-
date in mid-campaign. Among them: a
sense of humor and delight in the give
and take of politics, an ability to take
criticism, admit mistakes and choose
campaign aides who are more or less
open in dealing with the press.
Politically Doomed. John Osborne
and Frank Mankiewicz approach the
story from a different point of view. Os-
borne is a veteran independent journal-
ist, and his book consists mainly of re-
prints from his fine “Nixon Watch”
columns in the New Republic. They
demonstrate once again how perceptive
Osborne was in sensing ahead of the rest
of the press that the President was polit-
ically doomed and that Nixon’s psycho-
logical stability was doubtful. Osborne’s
most memorable material is a discussion
of the almost Queeg-like attention to
petty detail that characterized Nixon’s
White House work habits long before
Watergate. (He ordered log books to be
kept on which White House paintings
drew praise from visitors, and spent
hours poring over inventories of the hun-
dreds of cuff links, ashtrays and copies of
Six Crises that were given out.) .
Frank Mankiewicz is a journalist
and lawyer—as well as former campaign
manager for George McGovern—and
he makes an insistent point: it was not
the press that brought Nixon down, but
the law—respect for it and for the kind
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of step-by-step preparation and pursuit
that due process requires. Mankiewicz is
especially sharp at pointing out the lies
and equivocations of Nixon’s TV state-
ments and press conferences.

Jimmy Breslin shows the bias of a
clubhouse politician who understands
the fast fix and the low squeeze; still
he has nothing but disdain for any high
flyer who thinks he can corrupt and de-
ceive a whole nation. Last summer Bres-
lin had the productive and pleasant
idea of guzzling and gabbing regularly
with a savvy fellow Irishman: Dem-
ocratic House Leader Thomas P. (“Tip”)
O’Neill (TIME cover, Feb. 4, 1974). It
is Breslin’s theory that those Wash-
ington politicians who create around
them the “illusion of power” (like “beau-
tiful blue smoke rolling over the sur-
face of highly polished mirrors”) often
end up by acquiring real power and
making things happen. O’Neill, whose
duties as majority leader carry no de-
fined authority, knew this. According
to Breslin, he craftily manipulated mir-
rors and wafted subtle smoke on Cap-
itol Hill to set the congressional im-
peachment bureaucacy into uncheck-
able motion.

Beyond the Pale. As Breslin tells
it the story is fascinating. O’Neill first re-
alized that Nixon had gone beyond the
political pale when he learned that
Democratic businessmen in trouble with
federal agencies were being clubbed into
becoming Democrats for Nixon in 1972.
The experience of George Steinbrenner,
owner of an Ohio shipbuilding firm and
part owner of the New York Yankees,
was the eye opener. Steinbrenner had
been a stalwart Democratic fund raiser
during the 1968 campaign. Soon he was

being investigated by IRS, and the Jus-

tice Department. “They are holding the
lumber over my head,” Steinbrenner
told O’Neill when Tip asked him for
contributions for McGovern in 1972.

Breslin describes how Steinbrenner
was advised by a former Nixon law part-
ner, Tom Evans, to see Herbert Kalm-
bach, Nixon’s personal attorney. Speak-
ing euphemistically about Steinbren-
ner’s agency troubles, Kalmbach
warned: “You do a lot of business in
Washington; you would do well to get
with the right people.” Kalmbach sug-
gested that Steinbrenner should give
$3,000 to each of 33 Nixon committees
and $1,000 to another. Total: $100,000.
Steinbrenner did just that. After he re-
luctantly became a Democrat for Nixon,
his Government troubles faded (though
he later received a fine for illegally us-
ing corporate funds as political dona-
tions). When O’Neill heard Steinbren-
ner’s story, he knew he was in the
presence of a “plain, old-fashioned god-
damned shakedown.” Thereafter, he
began saying of Nixon, “This fellow is
going to get himself impeached.”

In early 1973, well before the Ervin
committee hearings, O’Neill told Speak-
er Carl Albert to prepare for impeach-
ment proceedings. “Not being a lawyer,”
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Breslin writes, “O’Neill did not know
that he was using such terribly unsure
methods as instinct, a little anger and a
boxcar full of common sense. Soon the
word was getting back to O’Neill, mir-
ror fashion: impeachment was in the
wind. Slyly, O’Neill labeled such talk
“premature.” He did not want a hasty
vote that Nixon would probably win;
once the facts were marshaled, he was
sure the votes would be there.
Impeachment Timetable. After
the October 1973 Saturday Night Mas-
sacre, in which Archibald Cox and Wil-
liam Ruckelshaus were fired and El-
liot Richardson resigned, O’Neill and
Albert quietly channeled the impeach-
ment inquiry to Peter Rodino’s Judi-
ciary Committee, even though the
House had not voted to do so. More
smoke. Without any authority, O’Neill
pushed Rodino into speeding the se-
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A plain, old-fashioned shakedown.

lection of an impeachment counsel, then
into setting an impeachment timetable.
John Doar was selected as counsel.
O’Neill brandished pro-impeachment
polls and the timetable at Congressmen.
More mirrors.

With some literary license, plenty of
overblown prose but considerable un-
derlying accuracy, Breslin relates how
Doar’s staff compiled all the details of
Nixon’s activities after the Watergate
break-in on index cards—an original
and six copies. The cards were then or-
ganized into various files and shuffled
about on desks until patterns began to
emerge. Every time Nixon inhaled,
Breslin writes, “somiewhere in the file
cabinets, seven cards would breathe with
him.” It was the cards, for instance, that
convinced Doar’s staff that Nixon was
lying as early as June 20, 1973—three
days after the Watergate burglary and
arrests. The presidential staff had as-
sembled that day for the first time since
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TRAVEL TIPS

BELGIUM: 37 Bonus
Treats Worth Over $260*

Satisfied travelers are hap-
pily spreading the good news:
You're $260* ahead when you
begin or end your trip abroad in
Brussels, cosmopolitan hub of
Europe, with its dazzling
GrandPlace dating back to the
Renaissance. Belgium’s Bonus
Days is a unique, year-round
welcome program.

It’s almost as good as extra
cash in your pocket: Free nights
in excellent hotels. Coupons
good for superb dining. 300 free
kms. on an Avis Rent-A-Car.
50% discount on 6 train tickets.
Free or discounted sightseeing,
admission to museums and
other attractions. Free night at
the opera, day at the races or
other entertainment. And
much more. 37 bonuses in all,
worth over $260.

7 Extraordinary Cities
Offer Hospitality: In addition
to Brussels, sparkling capital of
the compact kingdom, the
program extends to 6 other
marvelously varied cities: Ant-
werp, bustlinﬁ port, with art
treasures of the ages. Ghent,
city of flowers and architectural
wonders. Bruges, laced with
canals, Europe’s most medieval
city. Majestic Tournai, site of
the finest pre-Gothic, 5-
towered cathedral. Ancient
Liege, filled with gems on can-
vas, in stone and metal. Namur,
gateway to the Ardennes, with
great castles and a famous
casino.

A colorful free brochure,
complete with a handy map and
the valuable Bonus Days Cer-
tificate, gives full details of the
bonus offers and how to qualify.
For a copy, ask your travel
agent or mail coupon today.

*Dollor value based on rate of exchange of 38BF per US$1

current at the fime program was established, subject to
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“TIP” O'NEILL
Smoke signals and mirrors.

the scandal broke—yet Nixon publicly
insisted he had never asked his aides
about it. No way. Moreover, 18)% min-
utes of a Nixon talk were erased. Bres-
lin concludes: “Anybody with any sense
in the White House knew who had
erased the tape. Nixon had.” Breslin
quotes a diehard Nixon aide, Dean
Burch, as being in total agreement.

Fatally Honest. Breslin also turned
up a previously undisclosed—and dis-
heartening—Nixon taped conversation.
Rodino had heard it with dismay, and
got his committee’s ranking Republican,
Edward Hutchinson, to agree to its sup-
pression. It was too inflammatory and
too divisive. “The Italians,” Nixon told
John Ehrlichman, “they’re not like us
... They smell different, they look dif-
ferent, act different ... The trouble is,
you can’t find one who is honest.” To
his sorrow, the President ran into not
one Italian, Rodino, but a second, John
Sirica, who from Nixon’s point of view
was fatally honest.

How the Good Guys Finally Won also
provides new examples of the tenacity
that Nixon’s people displayed in fight-
ing to avoid impeachment—in this case
a desperate White House effort to link
Rodino with New Jersey racketeers.
First, White House aides tried to ped-
dle this claim to Washington newsmen.
Worse yet, Jeb Stuart Magruder, the
Nixon sycophant who had already gone
to prison piously repenting his Water-
gate lies, tried to curry pardonable favor
behind bars. Magruder emphatically de-
nies the story, but according to Breslin,
Magruder approached former New Jer-
sey Congressman Cornelius Gallagher,
who was serving time for income tax
evasion, when both were in the Allen-
wood, Pa., prison farm. “Peter Rodino
is going to be wiped out,” Magruder is
quoted as telling Gallagher. “If you
could help, that’s all we need. And then
you would be out of here clean with a

The Perfeét TIME Saver

It's a durable, custom-designed Library
Case that will protect your copies of
TIME from dust and wear while it helps
you conserve space and reduce clutter.
In handsome red simulated leather, its
spine is embossed with 16-k gold letter-
ing. Each Library Case also includes a
gold transfer so you can record the
volume and year. Please order below.

To:Jesse Jones Box Corp. P.O.Box 5120, E
Dept. T, Philadelphia, Pa. 19141 I
Please send me ______ TIME Library |
Cases. Prices: $4.25 each; 3 for $12; 6 |
for $22. My check (or money order) for
$-__is enclosed. .
Only U.S. orders accepted. :
NAME ?
(PLEASE PRINT) j
ADDRESS I

CITY

STATE ZIP

Note: Satisfaction guaranteed or money
refunded. Allow 3 weeks for delivery.

TIME
Subscriber
Service

CHANGE OF AD-
DRESS? Please give
us 4 weeks advance
notice. Attach the
label for your old ad-
dress, write in your
new address below.
ENTERING A NEW
SUBSCRIPTION? please attach
Check the box and your TIME,

fill in your name and °s, mailinglabel .

When writing us
about your
subscription

0000000000 0000000000
©00000600000006000000 ¢ amuswsmsan w ws wn o wn -

address below. (To . here ':
order gift subscrip- ,o andmailthis =/
wholeform

tions please attach a
separate sheet.)
RENEWING? Check
the box below-—and
make sure your mail-
ing label is correct.
(The United States
edition of TIME Mag-
azine is available in
Canada at $30 a
year. Subscription
orders should be
mailed to Time,
Time & Life Building,Chicago, lllinois 60611.)

to TIME, Time

& Life Building,
Chicago, -
nois 60611.

90000000000 000000000

o000 0cecas000000

Please send TIME 1 year $18 (O new subscription
O renewal. O Payment enclosed. G Bill me later.

Name (please print)
Address Apt. No.
City State/Province Zip/Postcode

For even faster service, phone toll free 800-621-
8200 (in lllinois, 800-972-8302)

- - S e e G N G G D G S D G S S S e S D G G S D D G R D G O e e
- o = - S S Y en M ST EU eSS 0 0 0000000000000 00060

TIME, MAY 12, 1975



BOOKS

pardon.” Gallagher apparently gave no
information on Rodino, but passed the
word to friends in Washington about
Nixon’s tactics.

None of the books conclusively an-
swers the lingering Watergate question:
How could so many clever men around
Nixon profess to believe him long after
most of the press and public found his
story incredible and his claims of pro-
tecting the presidency a self-serving
fraud? Breslin, perhaps unfairly, con-
tends that Texan Charles Alan Wright,
Nixon’s constitutional expert, simply
learned too late that “when the client is
a liar and you believe him, he takes you
down with him.” Osborne doubts that
Nixon’s third lawyer, St. Clair, was ever
as naive about the President’s guilt as
he seemed. White, quoting another Nix-
on lawyer, Leonard Garment, offers the
most plausible clue. “There was this
wishful non-knowingness,” Garment re-
called. “We didn't want to get together
and put all the pieces together. We were
afraid of what we might find out.” _

Bitter Mystery. Though the moral
side of Richard Nixon's tragedy may
still be regarded as a bitter mystery, the
mechanical steps that led to it are per-
haps easier to explain than these books
suggest. He never thought a President
could be forced to yield those damning
tapes. He apparently believed that the
big lie, repeated often enough from the
sanctity of the Oval Office, would pre-
vail. He never understood the Coxes,
Doars, Jaworskis, O’Neills, Rodinos
and Siricas of this nation. They were
too “different.” B Edward Magnuson
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