Of the many books on
Watergate, only

The Mask of State:
Watergate Portraits
by Mary McCarthy
combines a novelist’s sense of

character with a reporter’s
accounting of events

“The theme that impels these reports is char-
acter, and character is the key to Watergate.
... The subsequent Watergate excavations
only help to confirm the perceptive useful-
ness of Mary McCarthy's observations . . . the
judgments of her novelist’s sensibilities and
synthesizing intelligence . .. [are] fully ade-
quate to providing an understanding of the
events . .. she is one of America’s finest jour-
nalists.” —RICHARD GOODWIN,

New York Times Book Review
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