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Desr Walier,

Thanka for the articlc on governmont seCreqy and your note saying Bentam is not
going to do the "Ronere” book. Juffe made a proper uscielon. Yoo many men are tempbed
to do soclel ham when there is prospect of imsediate profite

1 have uade no ofort %o follow this bock becnuse I have besn too busye I an still
intercsted in what I think it probably represents, onom of the workings of the official
Department of Disniformation. '

Your comscnt on the boak *(ghviously fietion, as you had guessed.)" falls o bit
short. I do not regard it s a guess any more than a dector meking a correct diagnosis
regards tho analyeis he is prepared to make as a guess. That the work had %o be fietion
was gne of the lmmediatelywspparent gertainties. lave you forgotten that within a short A
time and while doing other things I im.ediately traced pavis of the story to other books
Bantan had published? That this could be hapjenstance is obvious. But the fact remaing
that Bentam had published a work that provided parts of this concoction. It is also
probable that because under Jaffe Bantam has grown to what it is he and Bantam would
have been singled out on the book. That does not mean this litile twist should be
ignored in analyzing what could be behind “$400,000 4o Kill Kermedy in Paris.™

If you hear further abomut U.S. publisation or : vihing indicating it is part of &
black function, Inci like to know, of courss. :

i am not surprized that pour Watergate Special has not appeared. With a breaking
story a boock that does little morc than retell the told has serious problens, I am
disappointed that the position Bentem hes sawmed depressea the market on topical works,
When I was in New York I made a 1ittle inquivy about a Hatergate book. The market seenms
%o break into two parts, serious work and trash, cheap comuercialism., For the latter there
appears to be a market. For sericus work, the resotion I 20t in that Bantam will oresm
the mark:: and no other book can make its way. 1 have a friend who has been Baking
W and there is no sncouragesent at m'

In the long view, the wost luportant works mn't be of the kind Mollenhoft and the
Post reporters can or will do. There is & need for the vehashes they will both do well
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idnd of decent societye. ‘et a combination of fear, disguised se somothing else,md
genuine comnercial fear of Bantam mekes it close %o imposnible,

'i‘headxithim@isﬁmttmmﬁ@mlmdmnmé@iammymtm%
could come out fast gafely, the only onc $hat would not be dated by events, I could have
done it in amnthqmdﬁwa&éth&n&;h&mi&th&ti&:wanidalmiﬁwhmifmth&tm
not come out snd probably won'i.

If I have no veal hope and no prespect, I have boen malcing notes in the event theve
is the possibility of this ldnd of book, Ifihﬁcﬁwmag'je}mﬁoéamm&he
assured of pesponsible editing, it could be done very fant.

It secms %o me, however, that publiching is sick when only orap can find a ready
market when such things happen in owr country,

Best regurds,

ge

Excuse the haste. I want to cateh the morning TV news and as soon as 1% is over I
must fake ny wife into town,



