By William J. Eaton
Of Our Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — A former
hotshot prosecutor who obtain-
ed convictions of James R.
Hofia and Bobby Baker is in
trouble with the 19\ r hmw f.

He is Willias
EX-M\‘)LI for d
spirator E. Howard hunt and
himself an unindicted co-con-
spirator in the Watergate cov-
er-up case.

Bittman’s problem is that he
has produced a meme from
i Hunt that Bittman earlier said
! under oath he never received
i from his client.

THAT MEMO, described as
a “‘bombshell” by special pros-
ecutor James F. Neal, is going
to be introduced as evidence at
the cover-up trial. .

It outlines clear terms
that Hunt and others expected
cash and pardons from  the
Nixon administration to keep
their mouths m i
officialsh
reak-in ax fi b'

in

! he delivered the mennﬁ to Bitt-

man shortly after writing it
on Nov. 14, 1972, about 3 week
alter President Nixon’s land-
slide re-election victory.

Hunt said Bittman told him

“he read the message over the-

telephone to Kenneth W. Park-
inson, then a lawyer for the
Nixon campaign and now a de-
fendant on trial for the alleged
cover-up plot.

AS NEAL related
in Judge John J. Sirica’s U.S:
District courtroom, Bittman
told the - prosecutors in 1973
that he was not aware that
payments to Hunt were in-
tended as ‘“‘hush money.”

Neal sai¢@ Bittman, an old
friend from their days as fed-

eral prosecutors of Hoffa, con-
cealed the existence of the

memo_ from a federal grand
jury. )

Bitman now says he never
read the Hunt memo of No-
vember, 1872, until April, 1973,
according to Néal’s account,

Jacob Stein, attorney for
i termed Bitimanw’s

the events |

actions ““a cover
cover-up.”

BITTMAN, 43 Drosecu*ed
Hoffa and won & conviction in
1964 on charges of mail fraud
in connection with the Tearn-
sters’ pension fund. As a re-
sult, Bittman was n;med one
of Cncaﬁ 0’8 GULSTGnaing young
men that yvear.
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Two years later, Bittman ob-
tained a conviction in the tax
evasion trial of former Senate
aide Robert G. (Bobby) Baker.
He got a special merit award
from the " Justice Department
after that case was over.

After leaving the govern-
ment, Bitiman became a part-
ner in the Washington,firm of
Hogan and Hariscn before he
left under strained circum-

-up within a

stances after the Watergate
disclosures that he received
-$25,000 in cash through an un-
known intermediary for Hunt’s
legal fees.




