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WASHINGTON — More than
two years ago. we reported
that Rep, Jim Collins, the re-
splendent Dallas Republican,
had been squeezing salary
kickbacks out of his staff.

To add indignation to illegal-
ity, he is a multimillionaire
who had stooped to chiseling
small sums from his young
secretaries.

Our report triggered an on-
again, off-again FBI in-
vestigation that will climax
this week in Washington when
criminal charges are tried in
rederal court.

THE ACCUSED, however, is
wt Congressman Collins, In-
stead, it is 33-year-old George
Haag, his former adminis-
trative assistant, whom the
government has accused of ar-
ranging the elaborate kickback
operation in Collin’s office.

The congressman, it seems,
has been cleared of all blame.
His name is mentioned only in
passing in the goverament’s
eight-page indictment of Haag.
The prosecution has no plans

ven to call Collins as a- Wit-

. were

o:m:ﬁ ::;Jru%_o: zgmﬁ he
was fully aware of the Kkick-
backs but didn't know they
illegal. :

What's more, Haag insists
that Collins helped to plan the
kickback scheme. Haag has
passed a lie detector fest
which included two questions
on this crucial point.

THE FIRST kickbacks —
which we reported and Collins
acknowledged — are not in-
cluded in the government’s
charges. Alco lefr out is a $600
cash kickback that Sue
McMahon, another former Col-
lins emplove, has sworn under
oath she was required to pay
directly to the congressman
during his 1868 campaign.

The government’s evidence

includes five checks made out
to Haag by Ray Foriner, a Col-
lins aide who the government

now says zicked back part of

his salal “,. 0 Hagg.

- But the government also has
“three 92. checks dated at

precisely the same time, from
Fortner to Collins himself.

These are drawn for even larg-
er amounts of money. Two of
the checks bear the cryptic
typed unotation “as per agree-
ment.”

Apparently the government
has concluded that Fortn %
payments to Haag S.i,m
an illegal kickhs ﬂ.?dmﬁ E
larger cmuS ;g the )rx/
gressman  wis 393@& g B
right. M/w/\ b

THERE’S EVM.E
investigated Colling’ kickback
operation with all the boldness
of a medieval peasant coming

_before the king.

The G-men even submitted
their questions in writing in
advance to a Texas law {irm
hired by the congressman.

This provided time for Col-
lins, his aides and his lawyers
to work out an explanation of
the kickback scheme and to
get their stories straight.
Young Haag, helieving that

The FBI-

Longressmar

Collins’s lawyers were looking
out for him, went along,

When a federal grand jury
began probing the matter last
summer, Haag suddenly found
himself isolated and identified
as the culprit. He then decided

- he’d better get his own lawyer,

The Texas firm apparently
fearful its ewn actions in the
case might come under ques-
tion, has now hired the famed
Washington -law firm headed
by Edward Bennett Williams
to look after its interests.

“COLLINS HAS NOW re-

.E:,ma a a;??i lawyer, J¥il-

1 a..10 watch out for
Tim. As the rich congress-
man’s repregentative, Bittman

d
j
F
.\\
9]
has found the government
prosecutors t co-operative,
We have learned, for ex-

ample, that Bituman was able
to get part of the case record
put under sezl so that it would
not embarrass his client Emﬁ b
‘before the Texas primary. The .

U.S.attornev’s office actually w
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prepared his motion and in- ,,.,

troduced it for him.

The motion was made with- |
out defense counsel even being
notified, which raises serious
ethical questions. Perhaps
even more 15, however,
are the questiors raised by the
fact Ew o iver Cash,

—o D

himself, 0 - U.S. attor-
ney, Bo:%z u ranted the
motion.
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