Link Between GOP Gift,
Bank Chartering Denied |
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illiam B. Camp, the U.S.
col%%ﬁﬂﬁ@"ﬁrmép‘ currency,
declared emphatically yester-
day that there was no connec-
tion at all. between his ap-
proval of a charter for a new
bank in Minnesota and a se-
cret $25,000 contribution to
President Nixon’s campaign.

In a letter to Rep. Wright
Patman (D-Tex.), who had
asked for records about the
charter approval, Camp said
that any implication that it
was ‘related to political con-
tributions . . . is without any
foundation and wholly unwar-
ranted.” :

“Im an honest man,” Camp
|declared at a press confer-
|ence, “and I resent (these im-
| plications) to the core.”

Patman, head of the House

1
!Banking Committee, charged
ivesterday that Camp “normal-
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dark . . . and has long dis-
played a cavalier attitude

about his accountability to the
public and Congress.”

Camp, who has spent 37
years in the Treasury Depart-
ment, was appointed head of
the government’s national
banking system by President
Johnson in 1967. He was reap-
pointed by Mr. Nixon in Feb-
ruary for a second five-year
term.

. -The new federal charter, ap-
proved by Camp on Tuesday,
is for a bank in a shopping !
center in suburban Minneapo- |
lis. Among its five directors is
Dwayne Andreas, a Minneapo-
5 Tnvestor whose $25,000 con-
tribution to President Nixon
wound up in the bank account
of one of the suspects in the
break-in at Democratiec head-

Ely operates his office in the
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quarters at the Watergate

here.

Another director is Kenneth
H. Dahlberg, the President’s
Midwest finance director, who
received the donation from
Andreas.

Camp’s approval of the ap-
plication came 88 days after it
was filed. Last week in inter-
views two Minnesota state
banking officials said the ac-
tion was unusually fast.

Camp agreed yesterday that
the decision was quick, but he
explained, “This is one of the
cleanest cases I've ever seen
- . . the case is so good on the
banking and economic factors
that it could be handled with
some dispatch.”

At the press conference he
showed copies of documents
on the application that he said
he was passing on to Patman.
They indicated that approval
of the charter was recom-
mended by five career offi-
cials before the Camp acted
on it.

Camp added that his office
acts on most applications
within 90 to 100 days, atlhough
he said he did not have de-
tailed figures on how fast hig
office acts to show reporters.

The $25,000 contribution

from Andreas to Dahlberg for
the Nixon campaign has been
traced by the FBI to the Flor-
ida bank account of Bernard
L., Barker, one of the five sus-
pects in the break-in at Demo-
cratic National Headquarters
on June 17 in the Watergate
office building. )
Dahlberg has said he passed
the funds on to Maurice Stans,
the Nixon campaign’s chief
fund-raiser. Stans then turned
the check over to his staff,
and the check was eventually
deposited in Barker’s Miami
bank account.
Dalhberg denied last week
any connection between the
donation and the charter ap-

proval.

A story reporting on the
charter approval and the
campaign contribution was

printed Saturday in The Wash-
ington Post. Camp said yes-
terday that he did not com-
ment on it earlier because he
was on a business trip to
Alaska,

Patman made his request
for documents in the case
in a letter sent to Camp on
Saturday. Yesterday Camp
called the committee chair-

- man “a great publicity seek-

er,” and said his request was
“politically motivated.”




Patman replied in a state-
ment that he has “reached
no conclusion concerning this
bank” charter, but said the
issue was raised in the press
and should be investigated.

“The comptroller is a very
excitable gentleman who often
" shoots from ‘ghve‘ hip,” Patman

added.

The charter application dis-
tributed by Camp yesterday
lists three other directors of
the bank besides Andreas and
Dahlberg. They are Frederick
L. Deming, former undersec-
retary of the Treasury -for
President Johnson; Eugene T.
Montgomery, regional head of
the Sears Roebuck Company
in Minneapolis; and Bernard

~ C. Jacobs, board chairman of
the National City Bank of

Minneapolis.

The National City Bank is
controlled by the Independent
Bankcorporation, which also
plans to own and operate the
new institution, which will be
known as the Ridgedale Na-

tional Bank.

The bank holding company
is a subsidiary of Archer Dan-
iels Midland Corp., primarily
a processor of soybean oils,
in which Andreas and his
brother Lowell hold a major

interest.

A spokesman for the Justice
Department said yesterday
that the General Accounting
Office report on President
Nixon’s campaign finances
has been referred to the
criminal division for “review
and appropriate action.” The
GAO report found 11 “ap-

parent” and “possible” viola- .

tions in the GOP’s handling
of campaign donations and
expenditures.

In a prepared statement, the
spokesman ‘said the release

of the GAO report to the

public is “counter to normal
investigative procedures and
may prejudice a potential de-
fendant’s right te a fair trial.”

Philip S. Hughes, director
of the elections office in the
GAO, denied that the public
release is unusual and said
reports have been made pub-
lic in at least three recent
cases.

In a related matter, it was
learned that the offices of the
Dade County state’s attorney
in Florida were broken into
several days after its chief in-

vestigator opened an inquiry .

into the break-in and alleged
bugging of Democratic Nation-
al headquarters in Washing-
ton.

The state’s attorney, Rich-
ard E. Gerstein, said yester-
day, “It’s just too much of a
coincidence, especially in view
of the fact that we’ve never
been broken into in 16 years.”

The only office apparently
disturbed was that of Ger-
stein’s chief investigator, Mar-
tin Dardis, who on June 30 be-
gan an independent investiga-
tion of the Watergate incident.
" The Florida investigation
was opened because four of
the suspects in the Watergate
break-in are from Miami and
may have violated Florida
conspiracy laws, Gerstein said.

The forced entry into
Dardis’ office was discovered

on July 5, “just after the word
started. getting -around town
that I was asking questions
about the Watergate -case,”
Dardis said yesterday.

The intruders apparently
gained entrance to Dardis’
office by smashing out a lou-
vered door panel, walking
down a hallway and then re-
moving a panel of glass over
the door to the investigator’s
suite.

They also removed a ceiling
panel in the office. It was

discovered slightly ajar and
led Dardis immediately to
speculate that someone had
attempted to plant an elec-
tronic eavesdropping device
inside. A “sweep” for bugging
devices turned up no such
evidence.

According to State’s Attor-
ney Gerstein, the office was
“somewhat in disarray” when
Dardis returned to work fol-
lowing the July 4 holiday
weekend.

In addition, police found
several burned match stubs
on a sill above the door to
Dardis’ office. “It looked like

~somebody stood on a chair and

lit matches,” said one of Ger-
stein’s office workers.

Dardis said yvesterday that
no papers concerning his in-
quiry into the Watergate af-
fair were disturbed because
they were inside a locked safe
that the intruders apparently
made no attempt to open. The
investigator said the Water-
gate inquiry was the only “sen-
sitive” matter he wag working
on at the time of the break-in,
and that “I just can’t see any
other reason for someone to

_break in.”




