Nixon Unit Reveals
$150 000 Md. Glft
Led to Dinner | .ogn
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- By Edward:Walsh

‘and Bill Rlchards
Washington Post Staﬁ W1 iters
An" unexplained $150,00'0
contribution“to President
Nixon’s: campaign led to the
agreement to: tise $50,000: in
Nixonieampaign. funds to ins
ﬂate the reported’proceeds
from:a: 1972 testimonial: din-
Iner for Vice President: Spiro

mittee to Re-Elect the Presi-
dent said yesterday:: :
i~In a report to the General
ccountmg Office, the com-
ittee’ _said the $150,000
ame from “a Marylrand resi-
dent” whom it did not iden-
tify and that the donation
was solicited by Alexander
Lankler the ‘chaitman of
the Maryland Republican
Party.

Although the source of
the $150,000. could ' not- be
learned 1mmed1ately, Repub-
lican; figures familiar with

the. transaction said. they be- |

lieve it was not a smgle con-

tribution as reported by the

commri;tee bli the sum
ntr

‘available. for. -comm nt. early
glast night. . ;

The report said that Lank-
ler turned over the $150,000
contribution to the finance
committee in March; 1972,
and that. at that t1me
“Lankler exacted a commit-
ment. ... that $50,000 of
; hese funds would be trans-
‘back  to Maryland

Nixon. campmgn officials m
Maryland

“Anew federal law requir-
ing full” disclosure ‘of ‘cam-

‘paign’ €ontributions- and ex-

pendltures took: effect .on
Apnl 7,1972. In its report to
the GAO the finance com-
mittee stated that the loan

T. Agnew, the Finance Com- '

&' in the Maryland’por:.
~fion of the <pres1dent1a1 tam--

mentlon' of the $150 000 con-
‘tmbutum or: of ‘the :Match;:
1972; agreement to' return.
.one ;third. of . the funds ‘to

of $50 000 to the sponsors of
the Agnew dinner after
“April 7, did not have to be
reported because the funds
were commltted to Lankler

. interviews Iasf week
r made no. mention
March ‘agreement. He

1972, in Baltimore, sought
the -$50,000. from national
Nixon compaign officials be-
cause ticket ‘sales :were go-
1ngslowly and: they wanted
thesaffair to “Iook like a sue-
ess 2
- The .$50,000—all- of it in
: 00 . bills—was.« given: -to
Lankler after April 7 by
¥ Maurice H. . Stans,  then
chairman- of the finance
committee, after Lankler
acted him with the re-
quest, The money:later was
15 ned to the national fi-

_.sponsors. . of  the

ute to - Ted - Agnew

,;'{ dmner concealedithe

sfederal authormes Federal

and state agencies -are now
1nvest1gat1ng apparent viola-
tions in campaign. financing
laws in the use of a list of
non-existent contributors to
hide the: true sources of the
funds Many .of those listed
said last week they had. not

bought... tickets or given |

money to the Agnew dinner.

The: ﬁnance ‘committee’s
report to the GAO said that
some .time between March
and May 19 “Lankler re-
quested that $50,000 be ad-
vanced or Ioaned to a Salute

repaxd to th;ls comm1ttee
The Teport noted that- xthe'
funds were returned to the
finance committee on July
26, 1972, and ‘“properly re-
ported” ‘to federal ‘authori-

. ties. It said the payment. of |
the loan to'Lankler was not '

reported “because it had
been commltted prior - to
April 7, 1972. ;

The f_mance commlttee’s
report -was_ filed - with the
GAO yeésterday in " accord-

ance ‘with the federal elec- -

tions law tha’c took effect
April 7; 1972. 3

‘Maryland Repubhcan
fundraisersth reache

v1dual contnbutxons of more
than Lo 500 to. -any pohtlcalv
eandldate runmng in " the
state: .- . ;

Horeover even the larg-
est: contrlbutors to 'the; 1972
Nixon campaign. generally
made: their: contributions. in
separate relatlvely small do-
nations ‘to. iscores of cam-

. paign. commlltteesm.i;hrough-

out the nation in order to
avoid cpaylng federal:: gtft,
taxes:

“For example; ‘the. Mary-
land Committee to Re-Elect
the President received con-.
tributions from: Nixon ‘sup-
porters from throughout the
country and then turned the
funds .over. to the natlonal
commlttee B { 3

Would ‘be' fully !




