Agnew Decries Watergate Hearings

By William Claiborne {, [\ /7}
Washington Post Staff Writer
ST. LOUIS, June 11—Vice President
Agnew condemned the Senate Watergate
hearings today for indulging in a “gross
perversion of justice” that will ruin the
lives of innocent men and let some of .
the guilty go scot-free.

The nationally televised hearings,
Agnew said, can hardly fail to “muddy
the waters of justice beyond redemption”
by trying the Nixon administration before
“the court of public opinion” instead of
in established judicial processes.

The Senate investigation, he said,
“tends to complicate the search for truth
by making both witnesses and (the)
committee players on a spotlighted na-
_tional stage.” |

In an address to a convention of the
National Association of Attorneys Gen-
eral here, Agnew predicted gloomily that
the public hearings will probably go on
uninterrupted despite his opposition and
the objections raised by Watergate pro-
secutor Archibald Cox. But the Vice

" President appealed to the state officials
convening here to ‘speak out publicly
against the hearings anyway.

A survey of attorneys general showed
little immediate interest in a formal en-
dorsement of Agnew’s attack on the
Watergate hearings, although the Vice.
President’s remarks were warmly re-
ceived by an audience that is normally
receptive to the position that criminal
allegations should be tried in court be-
‘fore opinions are formed by publicity.

Chauncey H. Browning Jr., West Vir-
ginia attorney general and head of ‘the
resolutions committee, said the issue may
be brought up later in the convention.

. Conspicuously missing from Agnew’s

'& 30-minute address was the expected de-
!g fense ‘of the Nixon administration that
had been forecast late last week by some
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“ of these proceedings,” Agnew
. saidl He said the attractive-
. ness and: stage presence of
. witnesses may become more
“important than the content
of their testimony.

The Vice President ticked
off seven judicial safeguards
that he said are missing
from the Senate Watergate
probe.

® Cross-examination,
which, he said, has been
Luled out.by.the committee
chairman, Sen...Sam. D, Er-

in.Jr, even though some
witnesses stand accused and
have the motivation to im-
plicate others to mitigate
their own offenses.

® The rights of witnesses |

Yo be represented by counsel
e abridged because the
awyers can take no active
art in the colloquy among

e indefatigable camera

l

fhe committee members.

k ® There is no opportunity
o rebut testimony, which

i Agnew said was most notice-
able when attorney Gerald
Aleh had to demand a
chance to speak when con-
victed Watergate conspira-

tor James W. McCord Jr. -

made several accusations
against his former lawyer. .
® There is no guarantee
i that witnesses can introduce
evidence to impeach an ac-
» cuser’s credibility.
® There is no prohibition
it against hearsay testimony.
* In fact, Agnew charged, “the
witness is not only permit-
ted to give hearsay but is
positively encouraged to de

50.”
® Witnesses are permitted
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{to testify about their inter-

| ences, impressions and even

tspeculation.

g ® The Watergate commit-
tee has refused to ban cam-
ras from the hearing room,

hich Agnew said intro- |
duces an “emotional and

dramatic factor.”

i
|

“The audible sighs, snick-
ers or -groans of the people

in the hearing room are dra-
matically relayed to the mil-
lions of TV viewers, thus po-
tentially affecting the way
they receive the informa-
tion,” Agnew said.

“Thus, even if the Senate
hearings succeed in reliably
establishing the guilt of
Esome " individuals in the

Watergate case, they will
Aé-probably do so at the ex-
ipense of ultimate conviction

iof those persons in court.

And this is bound to leave

the American people with
an ugly resentment at the
spectacle of wrongdoers go-
ing scot-free,” the Vice Pres-
ident said.

On the topic of specula-
tive testimony, Agnew re-
called the May 23 testimony
in which former White

House aide John Caulfield |

said that in his mind he be-
lieved that former presiden-
tial counsel John W. Dean
III was referring to Mr.
Nixon when he spoke of an
offer of executive clemency
for the Watergate defend-
ants. :

Later in the same testi-
mony, Agnew recalled, Caul-
field said he never had any
conversations with the Pres-
ident about clemency and
that Dean never said such
an offer came from 'Mr,
Nixon.

“ We were left only
w1th Mr Caulfield’s per-
sonal opinion—an opinion
that would never have been
permitted in a court of law
because its truth can’t be
tested,” the Vlce Pres1dent
said.

Agnew tangentlally ae- |

knowledged criticism of the
government’s early Water-
gate investigation when he
said the Senate hearing’s
popularity may stem from
public frustration over “the
silence of many key figures”
and “the lingering concern
that the administration was
essentlally investigating it-
self. .

But those conditions neo
longer prevail, the Vice
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