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Aid for Agnew
By g’illcﬂ;) "M. Cohen

By a Washington Post Staff Writer
The chairman of the Ma-
ryland Republican party
conceded yesterday that he
had asked for—and re-
ceived—an undisclosed $50,-
000 in cash from President

Nixon’s re-election commit-
tee and used the money to
make a May, 1972, testimon-
ial for Vice -President Agnew
“look like a success.”

In a telephone interview,
Alexander Lankler, Mary-
land GOP chairman and a
prominent Washington law-
yer, said the “Salute to Ted
Agnew Committee” hid the
source of the money by re-
porting it as tickets pur-
chased by people who in
fact had not bought them.

He said the scheme was
agreed to by top state Re-
publicans when it appeared
that ticket sales to the event
were lagging. The money
was subsequently passed
through a Nixon fund-rais-
ing c¢ommittee in Maryland
and then returned to the na-
tional Finance Committee
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for the Re-election of the
President.

Initial telephone checks
with some of the 24 people
named as ticket buyers indi-
cate that few of them said
they knew of their names
being on the list.

The original financial re-
ports by the fund-raiser’s or-
ganizers to state and federal
election officials carried the
money as the ticket pur-
chases which in Tact were
never made. Those false re-
ports have been changed,
Lankler said. He said the re-
ports were “amended” by

Maryland Republican offi-

cials in the aftermath of the

suicide of Rep. William O.

Mills (R-Md.) last month. -
Mills committed suicide

last month after it was dis- .

closed that his 1971 congres-
sional campaign had re-
ceived an undisclosed cash
$25,000 contribution from
the President’s re-election
committee.

Lankler disclosed the de-
tails of the transaction after
Hugh Sloan, the former
treasurer of the Committee
.for the Re-Election of the
President, named Lankler as
the person to whom he
turned over $50,000. Sloan in
testimony before the special
Senate Watergate commit-
tee yesterday said he under-
stood the money was for
“start-up” expenses in prod-
ucing the Agnew fund-
raiser.,

J. Marsh: Thomson, Ag-
new’s press secretary, said,
“we have no knowledge” of
any of the financial arrange-
ments for the testimonial
He said the testimonial was
strictly a Maryland affair
and that Agnew was simply
the guest of honor.

“The salute to Agnew was
not going well,” Lankler
said. “We hadn’t sold the

" house out. We knew the

press would look at the suc-
cess of the-affair. Don’t for-
get, Agnew was not yet on
the ticket. We were anxious

to make Agnew ldok as good |

as possible.”

Acting on behalf of the
committee, Lankler said, he
contacted Maurice Stans,
then Chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee for the
Re-Election of the President,
and asked for the money.
Lankler said he had met
with Stans on many previ-
ous occasions, often working
as a go-between in introdue-
ing Stans to potential cam-
paign donors.

“Then I went to see him,”
Lankler said. “He said to
me, ‘now, Sandy, we’re go-
ing to get this money back,
right?’ I said, ‘yes and you're
going to get 50 per cent
of the proceeds.” ”

At that point, Lankler
said, Sloan came into Stans’.
office and turned over an
envelope with $50,000 in
$100 bills.

Lankler said he put the

money in his briefcase and
“put it under my bed in my
house.” He said he took the
money with him when he at-
tended a testimonial dinner
for Sen. Charles MecC. Mat-
hias (R-Md.) at the Hunt
Valley Inn in Baltimore
County, placing the cash in
the inn’s vault.

Following the Mathias re-
ception, he said he transfer-
red the money to Lynn Mey-
erhoff, the chairman of the
Salute to Ted Agnew Com-
mittee. Mrs. Meyerhoff, a

pbrominent  Baltimore-area
Republican, deposited the
money in an account at the
Maryland National Bank.

The $50,000, Lankler said,
was then attributed to ticket
sales and the amount raised
that night inflated for
“public relations reasons.”
He said Republican donors
were glad to see themselves
reported as making large
contributions, when in fact
they had not. He refused to
name the donors who €oop-
erated.

The Agnew committee
made out two $25,000 checks

-

to the Maryland Committee

for the Re-Election of the
President, Lankler said, to
cover the $50,000 loan. An
additional $25,000 actually
raised from the testimonial
was given to the Maryland
Re-Elect Committee as a do-
nation, which then was’
transferred the funds to the
national re-election commit-
tee in Washington. —

In the interview, Lankler
said his action had been
“stupid” but insisted it was
done strictly for “cosmetic
reasons.” He said he was act-
ing for the salute committee



in all his actions, adding
that the transactions had
committee approval.

Inflating the gate at polit-

ical functions is a standard -

operating procedure in Ma-
ryland. Normally, however,
the sponsoring committee
will report the phony excess
in a lump sum, attributed to
ticket sales of less than $50
that under Maryland law do
not have to be reported.

A new law requires that
donors purchasing more
than $250 in $50 or less tick-
ets be publicly reported.

Mrs. Myerhoff, the Agnew

The mnamed donors in-

event’s chairman and chief
fund raiser, said yesterday
the money “was a loan and
it was repaid,” she said.

She declined to discuss
why the committee’s origi-
nal  report had been
amended for the GAO be-
yond saying, “The treasurer
has filed an amended report
and the total income and ex-
penditures are the same for
both reports.”

She said the amended re-
port was “self explanatory”
but refused to say how the
names of the donors listed
on the original report had

been obtained by her com-
mittee—or why they had
been used at all. )

In a report filed with the
General Accounting Office
last Sept. 28, the “Salute to
Ted Agnew Committee”
listed $50,650 in receipts it
received between June 8
and Aug. 31, 1972.

According to the original
report, the entire $50,650
came from proceeds of the
May 19 Agnew dinner. It
then listed 24 individual do-
nors of amounts ranging
from $250 to $2,500, and. to-
taling $50,650.

cluded State Sen. Edward P.
Thomas (R-Frederick), listed
as giving $2,500, and State
Sen. Jervis S. Finney (R-Bal-
timore County), listed as
giving $1,000.

Thomas, who was chair-
man of the Maryland Com-
mittee to Re-Elect the Presi-
dent, said yesterday he did
not give the $2,500 he was
listed as contributing.
Thomas insisted that he
knew nothing of a transfer
of funds from the national

Nixon campaign and that he

learned only recently that
he had been listed as a con-
tributor to the Agnew event.

Thomas said he had
agreed earlier to allow his
name to be used by the com-
mittee, but was not told for
what purpose.

Sen. Finney could not be
reached for comment.

Another prominent mem-
ber of the Salute committee,
Tilton H. Dobbin, denied
any knowledge of the fund
transfer. Dobbin was named
last month an assistant sec-
retary of Commerce in the
Nixon administration.



