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_“Agnew drew repéated . cheers
and shouts of support here to-
day as he declared at a: politi-
cal picnie, *I intend to fight to
establish my innocence of any
wrongdoing.”

" In his first public appear-
ance 'in his home state. since
news broke that he is under
federal investigation, Agnew
drew an enthusiastic response
from the crowd of 1,000 as he
continued a sharp counterof-
fensive against the voices of
“gloom and despair” in Amer-
ica.

* “What we need is hope and
faith in America (and to) for:
~get the masochistic (persons

who are) constantly looking at|.
all.that is wrong,” Agnew said.

Smiling and appearing tan-

ned” and . relaxed, Agnew

walked along a’ roped-off area

. and shook hands after his 10-

-+ minute speéch,

.“Hang” in there!” one man
shouted as he shook hands
with Agnew. " - .

“I'll: be there, don’t  you
worry,” the Vice President
and former governor of Mary-
- land told the man. .

" “We’'re gonna see you in the
White House yet,” szud an-
other.

.Agnew came to this largely

- rural and conservative area to
stump\ for Republican State
Sen. Robert E. Bauman of the
Upper Shz/)re, :who is running

s
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in -a_special election Tuesday
for Maryland’s First Congres-

sional - ‘District seat..It was left
vacant by the suicide on May
24 of ‘Rep. William O. Mllls a
Republican.

Although the rally was for
Bauman, many of those in the
crowd sald they came ' to see
Agnew.

Tt was the Vice President’s
second public speaking ap-
pearance since the disclosure
two weeks ago that he is under
federal investigation in ‘con-
nection with a widespread fed-
eral probe in Maryland con-
cerning alleged kickbacks to
politicians from contractlors
doing business with the state.
Agnew spoke Wednesday at
a convention in Denver of the
International Boilermaker’s
Union and was ,warmly. re-
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cexved_ Here ‘in the statel
where -he had: been. governor|
from 1867 to 1969 the response
was - enthusiastic as.. Agnew
pressed - a. cou nteroffensive
against. his accusers jn_a style
sharply: different from the're-
.|strained response of President
Nixon to - the Watergate
scandals, ] !
.Agnew, refemng to newsf
leaks of the federal investiga-
tion, said, They call them-
selves informed sources close
to the investigation’ . . . and

they don’t have any hesitancy
about violatlng . my, .civil
rights . . . I'intend to fight' to
establish my mnocence of any
wrongdoing. :

“Today much of: officxal

Washington reminds me - of
a_morbid crowd -gathered
around a fire-gutted building
watching to .see “who_will be
the rnext 'eorpse. camed out it
Agnew said. -
' Agnew promised both from.
the podium and during hand-
shaking among the crowd that
he would have “more to ‘say
later.”

The electxon campa.ign here
to fill Mills’ seat has been
lacedj with talk by both Bau-
man. and-his oppopent, State
Sen. Frederick 'C. Malkus (D-
Lower Shore) about the “evil
in' government” and of “a ter-
rible ' air -of. cymcxsm among

voters.”
Mills kxlled hlmself after re-
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ports in the press that his
19U . campaign. had’ failed to
report a. $25,000 contribution
from undisclosed Nixon cam-
paign. funds, )

Each candidate for the-con-
gressional seat here has traded
on his experience and his con-
servative views.to overcome
this atmosphere of pessm'usm
No one here seems to know
what effect, if any, the Water-
gate scandals and the investi-
gation of -Agnew—and Ag-
jnew’s appearance here today
—may have on the election,

Agnew said in his speech
that the nation'will.be watch-
ing the results of this special

election. It {s'the first sharply, him to .“say & special word of
contested federal election|support for State Sen Bau—
since - the Watergate scandals | man. S
reached ‘superheated propor-| «1973 his beeh a rathef
tions -with .the resignations of |touch yedffor" Republlcans
presidential aides in April and everywhere”\Agnew gjd‘
the televised hearings of the| ' - mostly” well dressed,
Se;mte Select Watergate Com x'nlddlgéuzed and hearly. all-
mittee, "

) -

The Vice President said that g,hhi,tge fi-l(;ouv: %ﬁﬁptgsfniﬁgeg.
President leon“ had asked thusiasm’. Ior Agnew N1x0n

: - G " . |and Bauman,

“I feel that"hes (&&new)
innocent,” said George Fur-
bush, -a 75-year-old < retu‘ed
timekeeper " “When it - all
comes out they’ll find it's all
a ot of talk. A-man wouldn’t
turn’ over -his (personal - fi-
nancial) records theé way (Ag:
new) did if he was guilty. He
had nothmg to" hxde whatso-
efer.”’

Victoria Hastm"s a S.harp~
town housewife, sznd1 '“Tl}ey
(Agnew and ~ Nixon) - can’t
help it if they got skewered‘
by the newspapers.” - -

Her father, .Robert: Owens

49, Pocomoke City, ‘said, “Xm
100 per cent for (Agnew)
even with the scandals. ‘Man,
I am. If Bobby Baker had
hHad a Republican Congress
this Watergate thing. would
be a small- ‘thing. I. thmk it's
just politics, _any’ way you
look at ijt.”
Earlier at the rally here
US. . Agriculture Secretary
Earl Butz received applause
with his reference.to the Sen-
ate Committee . investigating
the Watergate scandal as: “the
committee to destroy the Pr es-
ident.”




