Ford Vows to Reveal
Vd) m;ggnces and Taxes

By Spencer Rich
. Washington Post Staff Writer

House Republican leader
Gerald R. Ford, named by
President leon to be Vice
President of the United
States, pledged yesterday to
make full disclosure of all
his. financial holdings and
tax-returns to the congres-
sxonal committees” handling
the'"nommatlon
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m».choosmg him, hadn’t.

asked “him anythlng about
hls—ﬁnances—only about his
health “He assumed that if

.made his

I had anything in my back-
ground” it would have come
out by now, Ford said.

The vice presidential nom-
inee also said, “I have noin-
tention of being acandidate
for any political office, Pres-
ident, Vice President, any-
thmg in 1976.” However he
declined to go one step fur-
ther and state that he
wouldn’t change his mind
under any conditions what-
ever.

The Michigan Republican
remarks to a
group of reporters in the

House press gallery a few
moments before walking
onto. the House floor—
where he has been a popu-
lar member for 25 years—to
the stormy applause of his
colleagues.

Republicans and Demo-
crats alike crowded round
Ford to shake his hand and
Ppat him on the back dumng
a brief pro forma session to
receive the nomination offi-
cially and refer it to the Ju-
diciary Committee, amid
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widespread predictions that
it will sail quickly through
both chambers.

The House chaplain, in an
invocation that appeared to
refer to the resignation of
Vice President Agnew for fi-
nancial misconduct, called
upon the deity to place men
in high office “whom the
spoils of office cannot buy,”
and then concluded with a

. hearty, “God Bless Jerry
Ford. Amen!”

A few moments after,
Ford left for a White House
meeting with the President
and Secretary of State
Henry A. Kissinger, where
he received his first intelli-
gence briefing. It was prima-
rily on the Middle East.

The President told report-
ers that Ford would immedi-
ately begin attending all
Cabinet and National Secu-
rity Council meetings and
receive daily intelligence
briefings. He also will be as-
signed an office in the Exec-
utive Office Building. After
his meeting with the Presi-
dent, Ford left for a visit to

his home state. He will re-
turn in.time for a White
House church service todey.

Meanwhile, the Senate
Rules Committee and the
House Judiciary Committee
laid plans for hearings on
the nomination.

House Judiciary Chair-
man Peter W. Rodino Jr. (D-
N.J.) said that hearings
would be held by the full 38-
member committee
probably could begin within
two weeks, with live televi-
sion coverage ‘permitted.

Referring to the personal
popularity of Ford and the
expectations of quick confir-
mation, Rodino cautioned,
“the fact that Rep.Ford is a
member of Congress will ac-
cord him no particular ad-
vantage or privilege in the
confirmation process.”

In the Senate, the nine-
member Rules Committee
held a brief meeting and
Chairman Howard Cannon
(D-Nev.) announced after-
ward that he believed the
committee could wind up its
action on the nomination “in
a month’s time.”

He said the committee,

and -

like the House group, also
would allow live television
coverage “on a; pooled. ba-
sis.”

Cannon and Rules Com-
mittee senior Republican
Marlow W. Cook of Ken-
tucky revealed they have re-
quested a “full-blown FBI
investigation” of Ford,
which they said would take
two weeks. “We've- asked
them to expedite it if they
can,” Cook said. He said let-
ters had been sent to the
American Bar Association,
the Michigan bar, the Gen-
eral Accounting Office and
the Library of Congress re-
questing information about
Ford and various other mat-
ters connected with the
nomination.

Encomiums on Ford and
pledges of support contin-
ued to pour in yesterday,
with Senate Majority
Leader Mike Mansfield '(D-
Mont.), who served with
Ford in the House many
years ago, calling him an ex-
cellent choice—I will vote
for him.” )

Because it was Agnew’s fi.
nancial dealings that forced

his resignation—only the
second Vice President ever
to resign—both the House
‘and Senate committees are
expected to focus heavily on
Ford’s financial situation
and sources of income.

Recognizing this, Ford
readily discussed his fi-
nances with reporters yes-
terday.

After asserting he in-
tended to stay in the House
until he is confirmed as
Vice President, Ford said he
would make available”to the
Senate Rules and House Ju-
diciary committees a full
list of his assets and “I cer-
tainly intend to make my in-
come tax returns available
to the committees.”

Asked if he has an outside
law practice, he said, “no.” _
He said he has three homes
—one here, one in Grand
Rapids and a condominium
in Vail, Colo., which his fam-
ily uses for vacations.

Ford said his stock hold-
ings consist of $9,000 in de-
bentures of the Ford Paint
and Varnish Co. “which I
bought in part and irherited
in part from my father,” al-



though the family-owned
company has since been
sold. “That is the only stock
I have personally,” he said,
although he said his wife
had inherited some.

Ford said outside business
interests consist of holding
- a directorship in a label
manufacturing firm in
Grand Rapids, Rosepatch,
Inc., for which he received
about $1,800 a year in direc-
torship fees at the rate of
$300 for each meeting of the
board. He said he’d been on
the board “seven to eight
yeéars” but will leave it.

He also said an $11,500
campaign contribution he
had received in 1970 hadn’t
been reported because he
didn’t use it for his own
campaign but merely turned
it over to the House GOP
campaign committee for dis-
tribution to othér members.

On an issue that could
cause him considerable trou-
ble, especially in the Senate,
and slow down the confirma-
tion express, he avoided a
direct answer. Asked
whether he believes Presi-

dent Nixon should obey the
courts if they ultimately
rule he must give up the
White House tapes, Ford
said, “Politically, I thought

‘the President ought to give

up the tapes. But there are
some very serious and very
genuine court issues—it’s
now in the hands of the
courts.” T

In the Senate Democratie
caucus, senators ‘who had
been pressing to enlarge the
Rules Committee. and .add. a
top-flight investigative sena-

tor in the expectation it

might be needed if John B.
Connally of Texas were the
nominee, gave up their fight
yesterday. They let the nom-
ination go directly to the
Rules Committee without
expansion.

But, according to several
present, Sen. Russell B.
Long (D-La.) urged that the
Senate go very slow on Ford
and conduct a most rigorous
probe.

“We've got a perfectly
qualified man (Democratic
House Speaker Carl Albert
of Oklahoma) in thé line of

succession if anything hap-
pens in the meanwhile,”
Long was reported to have
told colleagues. He report-
edly said that it would be
preferable to have Albert in
the job instead of Ford if,
on account of ‘a Watergate
tapes clash between the
President and the courts,
Mr. Nixon should have to
leave office.

So far, however, only one
Congressman has .come out
flatly against Ford—Rep.
Michael Harrington (D-
Mass.).

Ford’s nomination, if con-
firmed, will leave vacancies
in the post of House GOP
leader and in the Fifth Con-

gressional District of Michi-
gan. Reps. John J. Rhodes
(R-Ariz.), a conservative, and
John B. Anderson (R-IIL), a
moderate, are among the
leading possibilities as next
House GOP leader. Michi-
gan officials said a special
election will be held to fill
the Fifth District vacancy.
News services reported that
state Rep. Jelt Sietsema an.
nounced his candidacy.



