“He’s managed to be all
things to all people,” says
Fifth District ‘Democratic-
Chairman A. Robert Klein-
er. “Take the domestic

. field! he’ll vote against. pro-
<grams—say, hot lunches for
.school kids—but once it's
.@mmmma he uses his influence
0'gét “as big.a share om the

_

worlds. Jerry’s coms an ex
-pert..at that.” |

“Jerry Ford, in short, is a.

‘political pragmatist, a Wm.,..,“

publican Party Howm:ma who
could never be accused of
_voting to weaken the, 'ma-
tion’s-defenses or its 'moral
fiber,” but who also 'knows
that Sc much SmGEm on id-
,o,mom% rarely wins “votes.
. “Ford’s vote récord,” ac-
“cording to the: Ralph Zmamw
Congress Project, “reflects
“his interpretation of his dis-
“trict’s mandate, his frugality
in . domestic mbms%sm to
solve domestic problems,
and above all, his pragmatic
sense of voting for what he
sees as the party’s inter-
ests.”

“Members of Oosmwmmm
who have watched Ford op-
erate behind the scenes say
he finds out the majority
sentiment and adopts that
as his view rather than stak-
ing out a position and trying
to win the troops over,” the
project’s report said.

Over the years, that has
earned him a 78 per cent
rating from the conservative
Americans for Constitu-
tional Action and only a 25

. bankers

per cent approval rate frqm
the liberal Americans for
Democratic Action.

The AFL'CIO’s Commit-
tee on Political Education

has found even less to re-
commend him. But the na-
tional Chamber of Com-
merce and the National As-
sociated Businessmen, Inc.,
a coalition of ‘financiers,
and ‘businessmen
devoted to low federal
spending, seem to like him.

For instance, a poll by the
Americdan Business Commit-
tee.on National .Priorities in
August of 1971 showed most
Fifth District voters favor-
ing withdrawal from Viet-
nam by the end of that year.
Ford voted against the dead-
line. More than half of those
polled wanted ‘either to*end
the draft or extend it-only a
year. Ford eqoﬁmaao keep it
going for two years.

Ford’s reputation as a
hawk had been established
well before that, with stead-
fast support of Presidents
Johnson and Nixon in Viet-
nam. Yet he could run as “a
man of peace” and make the
slogan work.

“Where liberals would
sneer at that,” says his press
secretary, Paul Miltich, “he
believes that his way is the
way to keep peace — for the
U.S. to remain strong. He
views things affirmatively
rather than negatively. He's
always run on his record.”

But 1 his  profile has
changed since his first elec-
tion to Congress in 1948, He

ran as an internationalist re-

former then — msm Re was '

elected” over as wmuzwrnm:

...,m:m: Em: - si: United:
"Auto. Workers-

nd - Demo-

cratie support.

“L can remember a lot of

bromises about changing

Taft-Hartley and all that,”
“one UAW official has sai
that campaign.
‘he got to Washington,

.:>m soon

party got hold of him.,”

Above all, Ford has in Te- .

cent years been a supporter
of President Nixon’s poli
cies. He has opposed Demo-
cratic efforts to setp. up
spending for poverty pro-
grams, health services, edu-
cational aid and the like. He
has consistently supported
what the Defense Depart-
ment sees as its needs and
he has fought against limita-
tions on operations in
Southeast Asia.

“His foreign policy views
are very close to Nixon’s,”

On occasion, he, has also
departed from the adminis-
tration view, perhaps
largely out of a desire to
disprove the allegation that
Jerry Ford is a rubber
stamp. During his 1970 cam-
paign, Ford served notice
that he would vote to over-
ride Mr. Nixon’s controver-
sial veto of a bill limiting

political campaign spending -

for radio and television.
And he once asked.the Pres-
ident to slap down an IRS
move threatening tax ex-
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Vice Emm_mmssﬁ nominee Gerald R. Ford, left, talks
with mcn_mm Speaker Carl Albert on the E: womﬁmgmw.

emptions of public interest
law firms.

Basically, Ford’s . assign-
ment has been a balancing
act, trying to satisfy Repub-
lican congressmen, the
White House, and the voters
back home,

For his constituents in
Michigan, acknowledges
Kleiner, “he built up the

- most finely organized con-

stituent-service operation
I've ever seen. That’s where
Jerry’s - majorities really
have always been.”

“He’s a very hip guy to

changing conditions,” one
adviser has said. “He’s not a
statesman. He’s a politi-

cian.”




