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Heart's Jent dpy is ever so much more disbant from the trus atory and the resl
meaning of the Agnew resignation.

I finished reading the o@ndemsation in the Post this sorning. It is & professionally
attraotive condensation of a probably professdosally attractiVe book that reports little
ot alrandy veportod, nothing of penl slgrdfioance, wdl wanages to avoid the oxospticzal
sonvenience of Agnew's troubles as relief for Nixon from lis own and greater troubles.

Excupt for tue concermn over precedent (makes it easier the seeond Hizme) in impeache
mant, there is no content on the rolationship botween having fivst no and then a hande
ploked Vice Iresident for any presicent facing impeachment.

The infaorences that Agnew's troubles snd subsequent resignation wers helpful o Nixon
are includeds Any real oxplanation is not.

biq W'a resiguation help Kizon avoid end delay sny procesdings ageingt win? The
question isn t even asked. Ditdo for oould it have,

Whether or not an attractive one, sgnew was & personality. Ho had a following of
s own, whether or not it was of real influsnce. Shis is not compared with the situation
of s Gerlad Pord, who had no national constituency, no mettor hov smell,

With the entice country from which %o seleot and s selection almost certain of
prompt confirmation, why Hizon would plek s man with no redeeming qualities, no personal
record of achievement, no domonstrated leadershi) wualities of any kind and no preparetion
for filling the void left by the end of the hearbbeats is a relevangy not touched upen.

Was 4% only by scoidont <hat Hizon, who helped Torce Agnew out \in this acoount,
wiich is not to say no mored, replaced hin by & nothingness when he, Hizom, wes Tacing
ousting? Would anyoune in his right mind consider Fords more competent o be President?

Or, @id his slection deter the effort %o kick Nixon cut?No cuestion in the book.

It amanages to avoid all bubthe readable reporting of that whieh perhape without
any resl exception is not new,

This say oean comercial success but 1% does not mean public serviee.

Does Beall have personal politifeol axbition? Not augeosted. He pomes from a politicsl
family and un¥il ¥Watergute was mentioned ns GOP senatorisl candidate aguinst Mathias. His
beother is a Senstor, ae was his Pather.

Beall. succeeds a competent Demcorat. Why did he wait o vegin his investigation of the
hardlt secret, actually traditional, “arylend politicsn corrupiion wntil after the statuts
of limitations hod run on &l “wpublicsns from the praviocus fepublican s¥ste sdministration?
Beyond the concern of the authors and iho readers.

The fact is that thie is precise 1y what he di4,

¥y recollection is that the graft scandals on “entgenery Younty resening had not
exoseded the statutory linitation on pioseoution. 4t cas & “enublican-dominated counell
that had come in by soms of the dirtier fraud. His jurisdiction but neither investigetion
nor changes. Only Baltimore County, close to Yaltimore, populous and Demperatic.

This whole business was a big boost for Hizon, The bock does not say 8o.
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