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The anniversary of 
the Kennedy 

assassination 
means that it's 

shootout time once 
again at Dealey 
Plaza: May the 
best theorist win. 

There was a time when al-
most any hip person could discuss, 
in impressively minute detail, the 
1963 assassination of John F. Kenne-
dy and the dense tangle of conspira-
cy theory that has sprouted around 
it. As the decades roll on, and 
more people grow up who don't 
remember where they were on that 
dreadful day—because they were 
in training pants or were merely 
hypothetical constructs—this stand-up 
folk an is vanishing. It will soon be need-
ed again. Oliver Stone's PK is coming into 
view like a controversy juggernaut (it ar-
rives Dec. 20 here and in most major ci-
ties, later in the boonies), giving you a dif-
ficult choice. Namely, do you hunker 
down, hide from it, and hope the storm pas-
ses quickly? Or do you make a frenzied at-
tempt to get up to speed argumentatively? 
Normally, option one is the way to go; this 
is what I do following the release of every 
summer's "explosive" Spike Lee film or any 
cultural outcropping—like When Harn• Met 
Sally... or You Just Don't Understand—that 
deals bravely, frankly, or honestly with men, 
women, and relationships. 

But that won't work this time. Forget for a 
moment what several thousand thoughtful 
newspaper columnists will shortly be calling 
the assassination's haunting resonance in 
American lite, and simply note the fact that 
the movie arrives at holiday time. That 
means lots of party jabber. which places you 
at risk of proximity to, or one-on-one con-
frontations with. windbags who "know" 
everything about the case. Do you really 
want to stand there, mute, powerless. your 
teeth grinding, your spirit collapsing down 
to singularity, as might-as-well-be-Greek 
facts, opinions, and declarations assault your 
joyousness? 

"We know Nixon was in Dallas for a Pepsi-
Cola hoard meeting on the weekend of the 
slaying. and that he lied about it...." 

"Eyewitnesses at Bethesda say at least two 
caskets arrived that night...." 

"Ultimately, JFK was felled by the very 
demons his policies created." 

"There was a coup d'etat in America...." 
No. Young people who like to be topically 

prepared need primers, while old-timers 
need a review. OK. But hundreds of books 
on the subject exist. Which ones are must-
reads? Which are nutty? Who can you be- 

lieve? That depends on who you ask. As the 
first step in my cramming regimen, I lobbed 
those questions at two dozen currently active 
assassination buffs and received at least that 
many answers. Consider this array of views 
from three generations of sleuths, which 
starkly illustrates the weird elusiveness of 
"truth" in this subject area: 

Harold Weisberg—at 78 a patriarch among 
anti-Warren Report hecklers—is author of 
the four-volume Whitewash series and Post 
Mortem: JFK Assassination Cover-up Smashed 
—delivered a message of gloom and warn-
ing. Twenty-eight years into this, the base-
ment of his rural home near Frederick, Md., 
is crowded by 60 file cabinets groaning with 
documents on the JFK case—many boosted 
from the federals by his lawsuits and Free-
dom of Information Act filings. Weisberg is 
today convinced that the official cover-up 
muddied the waters so thoroughly that the 
truth will never be known. He's sure there 
was a conspiracy. But he's also sure that 
many of his colleagues are sloppy sensation-
alists—"nuts," he calls them—who leapfrog 
the evidence and engage in unsupportable 
speculation. If you want facts, he says, study 
his work and that of the late, great Sylvia 
Meagher Accessories After the Fact, 1967, a 
blistering attack on the Report). Do not be-
lieve Stone. (It was Weisberg who, as part of 
his own counterattack against the version of 
reality being promulgated in JFK, leaked a 
copy of the script to the Washington Posfs 
George Lardner Jr. last spring. Lardner pro-
ceeded to trash it, for reasons we will return 
to.) Be especially leery of two books Stone 
optioned as source material--Am Garrison's 
On the Trail of the Assassins and km Marrs' 
Crossfire. On the Trail is a 1988 memoir by 
the former New Orleans district attorney  

who, in the late '60s, indicted and tried but 
failed to convict an alleged assassination co-
conspirator. (Garrison's story provides 
7FK's dramatic framework.) Crossfire sum-
marizes 25 years of research into the case. 
Weisberg says both are jtmk, so JFK—as he 
phrased it in an angry June 3 letter to Stone 
—amounts to "a Mack Sennett producing a 
Keystone Kops with a Pink Panther star 
making a Mardis Gras of one of the greatest 
of our national tragedies." 

In September, during a lengthy indoctrina-
tion session near his home in Fort Worth, I 
told Jim Marrs—a friendly, bearded, veteran 
journalist—what Weisberg said about him. 
He graciously responded that Weisberg is, 
no doubt about it, one of the greats. But he's 
flawed. All those years of noodling in the 
documents have rendered him "unable to 
see the entire mosaic." Thus, theorvwise, he 
comes up short. The fact is, says Marrs, al-
most 30 years of research "have proved the 
basic facts of the conspiracy," which, he in-
sists, involved the highest levels of the Unit-
ed States government and the power elite. 
Sure, neophytes ought to maintain healthy 
skepticism about that claim—Crossfire opens 
with a plea to the reader not to put blind 
faith in any one source when it comes to this 
most Byzantine of subjects—but fundamen-
tally they should trust the case made by the 
men and women who have "done the dig-
ging." Marrs advises you to start with the 
best of the recent hooks, which reveal far 
more than works by the early buffs. Cross-
fire, for one, and Anthony Summers' Conspira-
cy. Don't waste time with the Warren Re-
port, even as a starting point. It's a Big Lie 
that will only confuse you. 

Finally, meet Wric Shannon, a 17-year-old 
Montrealer who's determined to be the 

Grand Synthesizer of the case. Shannon 
started at age 13, when he wrote a history 
theme on Kennedy, "dutifully relaying the 
conclusions of the Warren Report." Since 
then, he claims to have read 50 books that 
debunk the official story, and to him, get-
ting-of-wisdom requires total print immer-
sion. Over the next 15 years, Shannon says 
in a phone interview, he plans to read even,- 
thing written on the case, including all the 
available relevant doCuments. The tyro (or 
his mother, who actively encourages his in-
terest and once took him on a dream vaca-
tion to the hallowed JFK assassination 
shrines in Dallas' recently paid $1,000 for 
the hard-to-find 26 volumes of hearings and 
exhibits released by the Warren Commission 
in 1964. "1 want to be ready to summarize 
everything we know, sometime in the 21st 
century," Shannon proclaims. 

Good luck, brave Frostback. The 26 vols 
alone come to an eve-bulging 20,000 pages, 
and they are, in a sense, merely a summary 
of the humongous holdings at the National 
Archives (which also owns gruesome 3-0 arti-
facts, such as JFK's clothing and the rifle 
used to kill him). Weisberg's document 
holdings come to some 250,000 pages. Jim 
Lesar of the Assassination Archives Research 
Center on F Street NW, whose collection ov-
erlaps ‘Veisberg's somewhat, estimates that 
he has 500,000 pages of documents, news-
clips, and letters on the JFK case. Famed 
Dallas archivist Mary Ferrell, an elderly 
housewife who has meticulously saved clips 
and facts since The Day Of, now has over 
40,000 index cards jammed with essential 
info. Her unique collection is housed in a 
backyard officeshed guarded by a small but 
tenacious "black chow dog." Fortunately for 
Shannon, Ferrell is spending her golden 
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years whapping this data into a computer, 
for ultimate access by buffs around the 
world, using a custom-designed archiving 
program that she calls, understatedly, JFK: 
Index. 

And while young Shannon is at it, he 
needs to read some of the "lesser-known" 
books that the allegedly exhaustive Library of 
Congress, with its slight bias against crank 
literature, might not have. He can get a com-
plete listing. with price quotes, from the Last 
Hurrah Bookshop in Williamsport, Pa. (Even 
Last Hurrah isn't infallible. Its most recent 
catalog fails to list "The Great Paradox." 
This poem, inked by Pearl Cline and printed 
in Marguerite Oswald's vanity-published Af-
termath of an Execution, suggests that Lee 
Harvey Oswald, Christ-like, died for our sins.) 
But among the more obscure entries he real-
ly shouldn't miss are: 

Sherlock Holmes in Dallas. ("Scarce novel 
on JFK assassination.") 

The Kennedy Tapes. ("This mint audio tape 
contains a docudrama of deathbed confes-
sion by a second gunman who allegedly as-
sassinated JFK.") 

Were  We Controlled? ("Possibility of Os-
wald as robot.") 

Assassination Rhapsody. ("An artislic/Rter-
ary interpretation of the Warren Report.") 

Heartland. (By Mort Sahl, "First entertain-
er to question official accounts of JFK, RFK 
deaths.") 

Satan's Assassins. ("Oswald & Sirhan con-
trolled by occult?") 

The Illuminoids. ("History of Illuminati & 
role in JFK assassination & other plots.") 

s you're probably gathering, JFK as- 
sassinology is a dense jungle full of 
many different tribes—some at peace, 

some at war—and it's riddled with paths 
that swallow up entire lives. Oliver Stone 
and his staff had to enter boldly into this 
crowded marketplace of ideas and make 
selections. Stone's detractors, of course, say 
he picked all the rotten and hollow melons, 
but before we get to all that. we need to un-
dergo a basic intelligence briefing of our own. 
Let's start with a speedy review of the cru-
cial 1963-1979 era. 

All hands can agree on this statement: On 
Nov. 22, 1963, at 12:30 p.m., while riding in 
an open limousine through Dealey Plaza in 
Dallas, Texas, JFK was killed. But beyond 
that it's hard to broaden the consensus. 
Can't one at least state that Lee Harvey Os-
wald was in Dallas that day? With an ecu-
menical spirit, no. One researcher faction 
says Oswald never came back from his 1959 
defection to the Soviet Union and was re-
placed by the "Oswald" we knew, a Soviet 
double named Alek Hidell. (Standing virtually 
alone on this, the late Mae Brussel said the 
real Oswald still lives in Akron, Ohio, using' 
the name Dan Norton.) 

A week after the crime UM created the 
Warren Commission—among the seven 
members were Chief Justice Earl Warren and 
two men whose names reverberate suspi-
ciously even now: Rep. Gerald Ford (a factor 
in the Nixon-did-it scenarios), and longtime 
CIA Director Allen Dulles (whom JFK fired 
after the Bay of Pigs disaster). Early in the 
proceedings, Dulles helpfully brought in a 
history book, which argued that most Amer-
ican assassins were one nuts. The following 
September, the commission reported its 
finding that Oswald. a lone nut, killed Ken-
nedy, firing a 6.5min Mannficher-Carcano rifle 
three times from a sixth-floor window of the 
Texas School Book Depository. One shot his 
JFK in the neck; one missed; and the third, 
deadly shot struck him in the head. During 

his flight from the Depository to the eventu- • 
al scene of his arrest—the Texas Theater—
Oswald encountered and killed an unlucky 
Dallas patrolman, J.D. Tippit. 

When Jack Ruby killed Oswald two days 
later, he acted alone, motivated by patriot-
ism and a desire to spare Jackie K a trauma-
tizing return to Dallas for Oswald's trial. 
The commission found no evidence of a con-
spiracy. It dismissed rumors that Oswald 
and Ruby knew each other, or that Oswald 
was an agent, employee, or informant of the 
FBI or the CIA. In perhaps its most contro-
versial finding, it said that there was "very • 
persuasive evidence...to indicate" that JFK 
and Gov. John Connally (who rode beside his 
wife in a jump seat directly in front of the 
president and was also hit) were struck by 
the same bullet, Commission Exhibit 399, 
which allegedly traversed the president's 
neck, then ripped through Connally's chest 
and wrist and on into his thigh. Bullet 399 
was found, scarcely scratched or deformed, 
on Connally's stretcher at Parldand Hospital. 
(Many critics say it was planted there.) The 
Single -Bullet Theory was championed by com-
mission assistant counsel (later U.S. senator) 
Men Specter. who has been a routinely de-
monized figure because of his role in formu-
lating it. In Post Mortem, the ever-wrathful 
Weisberg writes that the commission staff 
pinned down The Truth while young Spec-
ter "indulged his guilty lust to sire" this 
"parthenogenic monster." Anti-Warren 
doubters call 399 the Bastard or the Magic 
Bullet. 

The earliest conspiracy-theory surge came 
from Europe. Thomas Buchanan, an expa-
triate American living in England, devised 
one of the first widely known suspicion scen-
arios. (It was answered in the Report.) In 
Who Killed Kennedy?, 1964, he said that a 
Mr. X, a Texas oil baron, had JFK murdered 
as part of a larger plot to gain control of the 
global oil market. A panel of British and 
French intellectuals, including Bertrand Rus-
sell. Hugh Trnor-Roper, and Jean Paul Sartre, 
signed on to a European "Who Killed Ken-
nedy Committee." (When Jean Paul's in-
volvement came to the attention of J. Edgar 
Hoover in a 1964 FBI memo, our domestic-
intelligence czar scribbled in the margin, 
"Find out who Sartre is.") 

In the U.S, a new wave of doubt followed 
the release of the Warren Report. Mark Lane, 
a New York lawyer, positioned himself as 
Oswald's defense attorney, pestered the 
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commission with highly publicized antics, 
and published Rush to Judgment in 1966. 
This critique was a best seller, as was Ed-
ward Jay Epstein's Inquest, which offered a 
peek at the workings and behind-the-scenes 
squabblings of the commission. (Among 
other things, Inquest showed that the com-
mission was divided on the Single-Bullet 
Theory.) By the end of 1966, enough contro-
versy was afloat to inspire Esquire to publish 
a theory roundup. 

The first-generation researchers tended 
toward police-detective analysis of the flaws 
and evidentiary puzzles of the Warren Re-
port. (A few major topics: whether the Sin-
gle-Bullet Theory squared with the images 
in the Zapruder film, the famous home movie 
of JFK's murder, shot during the grisly 
moments by Abraham Zapruder. a small busi-
nessman who stood on a concrete wall on the 
grassy knoll as the motorcade went by; the 
strange, seemingly bungled autopsy of JFK 
performed at Bethesda Naval Hospital that 
night; and reports by earwitnesses who 
claimed to have heard shots coming from the 
knoll.) Even so, plenty of full-blown con-
spiracy theories were around back then. Es-
quire listed, among others: Racist Theory 
(anti-Civil Rights rednecks whacked JFK); 
Cuba-Framed Theory (proposed by Fidel Cas-
tro, who said Oswald, who had reportedly 
tried to defect to Cuba, was used to make 
him look bad); Manchurian-Candidate Theory 
(the Soviets brainwashed Oswald); Fall-Guy 
Theory (CIA-FBI-Army puppeteers used 0); 
and Mafia Theory (a French writer, Serge 
Groussard. speculated on a conspiracy in-
volving "the Al Capone gang." Ruby, Os-
wald, and Tippit). 

In 1967 news of Jim Garrison's probe hit 
the papers, causing a major media sensation. 
Garrison charged that Clay Shaw, a New Or-
leans businessman, plotted with anti-Castro 
Cubans and right-wingers—including a 
freaky, totally bald man named David Ferris, 
who sported a monkey-hair wig and painted-
on eyebrows—to kill the president. Ferric 
would have been indicted too, but he was 
killed, or committed suicide, or died of nat-
ural causes (it depends on who's talking) a 
week after Garrison's investigation was made 
public. Garrison said the CIA was deeply in-
volved in JFK's death. Citing Cui 80110 Theo-
ry ("Who Benefits?"), he strongly suggested 

that LBJ was in on it as well. American jour-
nalists turned against Garrison over the next 
two years—his enemies called him a publici-
ty hound who brought a fraudulent case to 
trial—and in-1%9, Shaw was acquitted after 
a speedy deliberation. (Much more on all 
this shortly.) 

The Garrison trial hurt the critics' credibil-
ity. (Lane, Penn Jones Jr.—author of the For-
give My Grief series, which fixated on alleged 
mystery deaths of numerous people connect-
ed to the assassination—Mort Sahl, and oth-
er Dealey Plaza Irregulars were embarrassing-
ly as large in New Orleans in an advisory 
role.) The buffs made a comeback by the 
mid-'70s, though, thanks to several factors. 
Wide public exposure to the Zapruder film 
(Geraldo screened it on Good Night, America 
in 1975) convinced many citizens and mem-
bers of Congress that the fatal head shot had 
to come from the front and right of the pres-
ident—i.e., from the grassy knoll—because 
it shows JFK's hqid lurching backward and 
to the left. Gong-fissional investigations (no-
tably the Church Committee, which exposed 
the strange CIA-Mafia plots to kill Castro) 
and Watergate (which made anything seem 
possible) ushered in the modem era of theo-
rizing, which is often marked by exceedingly 
complex talk of high-level, multiplayer, in-
telligence-agency-driven cabals. 

The theorists' big payoff came in 1977, 
when the House Select Committee on Assassi-
nations began to reinvestigate the murders of 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King. Over the 
next two years, the committee took hits 
from many directions—Warren Report 
boosters thought it was a waste of time; anti-
Warren Report forces thought its work was 
watered down by congressional enemies. In 
1979, the House Select reported its findings. 
Among the most important: It chided Amer-
ican intelligence agencies for withholding in-
formation from the Warren Commission but 
concluded that neither the Secret Service nor 
the FBI or CIA were involved, as organiza-
tions. in the assassination. Relying on acous-
tic analysis of a police Dictairelt recording 
that had been made when the shots rang 
out, it concluded that a fourth shot had been 
fired at JFK by a second gunman (possibly 
from a spot high on the grassy knoll), but it 
missed. (A different scientific panel reversed 
this in 1982. The matter now is in a state of 
perpetual dispute.) It also said, however, 
that Oswald fired all the shots that hit JFK, 
and that the Single-Bullet Theory was cor-
rect after all. House Select named a possible 
suspect for the Man Behind It All: Carlos 
Marcell°. a New Orleans Mafia kingpin who 
had been harassed by Robert F. Kennedy's 
Justice Department. His probable motive 
dated to 1962, when mob-busting RFK had 
U.S. immigration officials hijack Marcello 
and dump him in Guatemala. From there he 
was bounced to El Salvador and suffered a 
painful, two-month odyssey before making 
it back to the states. Ed Becker. a Las Vegas 
private investigator, told the committee that 
in September of 1962 Atarcello told him, 
"Don't worry about that little Bobby sonofa-
bitch. He's going to be taken care of." But 
why go after JFK? Marcell° allegedly cited 
Tail-of-the-Dog-Theory: If you cut off the 
dog's tail, the dog will keep biting. Cut off 
its head, and the whole dog dies, tail and all. 

Jimmy Hotta, another bitter RFK enemy. 
allegedly greeted news of JFK's death with 
the comment, "Bobby Kennedy is just an-
other lawyer now." 

The committee found "credible" but "ten-
uous" evidence linking Oswald to figures 
(including Ferrie) "having a relation-
ship...with Marcello's crime family," and it 
passed the detective's hat to the Justice De-
partment, which didn't do much and offi-
cially closed the books on the case in 1988. 

C ritics have mixed feelings about the as-
sassinations committee. Some call it a 
\indication of their efforts: others dis-

miss it as a second whitewash that put all the 
blame on the Mafia to deflect attention from 
the CIA. (Another line of thought is that G. 
Robert Blakey, the committee's chief counsel, 
simply had a pro-mob-did-it bias because of 
his background as an organized-crime fight- 
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Robert Sam Anson quotes Oliver Stone in a long, drunken ramble that indicates this 1FK experience has made him 

go slightly batty: "You call yourselves journalists? You're caricatures of journalism!...You have become George Orwell's 
creation! You could be a Russian working for Stalin in Pravda in 1955. You are liars! You just invent history! You should go 

back to school and learn honesty! That's where it starts! Honesty!" 
er in RFK's Justice Department.) Since 
then, Mafia Theory—and the even more 
popular Renegade Intelligence Agents /Mafia/ 
Anti-Castro Cubans/Disgruntled Military Men 
Theory—have become the theory equivalents 
of Wolk They've flattened everything in 
their path but remain essentially unprovable. 
Over the years, many individuals have been 
blamed for JFK's death: Howard Hughes, , 
Jimmy Hoffa, Morustichev, French drug king-
pins, mob figure Smiths Trafficante, and mob • 
figure John Resell, among others. Numerous 
cross-fire scenarios have been cooked up, 
naming dozens of possible gunmen (by real 
name or code name). The number of shots 
generally ranges from three to nine, with 
riflemen studding Dealey Plaza like cloves 
on a Christmas ham. One buff, Massachu-
setts architect Robert Cutler, regularly pub-
lishes an elaborate drawing of who stood 
where when the shots were fired. But as a 
general rule, it is now more fashionable to 
concentrate on the bigger picture than on 
Dealey Plaza arcana. For some buffs, this 
sort of thing has been forever tainted by the 
overzealous efforts of too many lovable 
crackpots like Cutler. 

Another common tendency among re-
searchers is to look dimly on revisionist his-
tories of JFK that portray him as a gung-ho 
Cold Warrior. an unprincipled cocksinan, or 
an otherwise less-than-perfect figure. Last 
summer, for example, Ulric Shannon—the 
Great Rosy-Cheeked Hope—chided a Cana-
dian reporter who asked him if JFK's affairs 
with the likes of mobster Sam Giancana's 
girlfriend Judith Exner or Marilyn Monroe 
might be relevant to his assassination. "You 
mean his alleged affairs," Shannon snapped. 
One exception to this line of thinking is 
Robert Blakey. In The Plot to Kill the Presi-
dent (1981, with Richard Billings), Blakey 
argues that JFK's affair with Exner was his 
"fatal flaw, the error in judgment for which 
the gods would demand their due." This 
view recently received a boost in a series of 
articles by Conspiracy author Anthony Sum-
mers in which Exner claims that she carried 
money between Kennedy and Giancana. 

Oliver Stone, of course, picked Grand-Ca-
bal Theory, which subordinates the mob to 
evil intelligence operatives. Crossfire is a 
grand-cabalist text, and while you really 
should read all of it to judge Mans' evidence 
on its merits, a peek at his summary chapter 
gives you the basic idea. Man-s believes 
Kennedy was so chastened by the Bay of 
Pigs, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the un-
promising prospects in Vietnam that he had 
decided to stop his aggressive Cold Warrior-
in' and bring the boys home by 1965, work 
toward detente with the Soviet Union, and 
even extend peace feelers to Cuba. By the 
beginning of 1963, Marrs writes, JFK's 
overly liberal policies had angered too many 
powerful forces—the military, the CIA, anti- . 
Castro Cubans, big business, right-wingers, 
the mob—and a "decision was made at the 
highest level of the American business-
banking-politics-military-crime power struc-
ture-  to.kill him "by means of a public exe-
cution." This civics lesson would serve 
notice to future presidents with similar 
ideas. On Nov. 22, JFK stumbled into an 
elaborate ambush, with three volleys of 
shots—at least six bullets in all, possibly 
nine—fired by riflemen in the Texas School 
Book Depository, on the grassy knoll, and 
perhaps on the roof of the Dallas County Rec-
ords Building. Oswald was exactly what he 
claimed to be during his incarceration: a 
"patsy" who did not comprehend the bizarre 
drama swirling around him. He probably 
didn't fire any shots. jack Ruby, who mur-
dered Oswald during O's transfer from city 
jail to the county jail, prevented him from 
telling what he knew, on orders from above. 
Who was the mastermind? Marrs ducks 
that, but his belief in Kennedy's Nam re- 

pentance leads him to suspect the man who 
oversaw that war's tragic escalation. 

"One can almost hear the sad spirit of 
John F. Kennedy whispering from Dealey 
Plaza," Mans concludes. "Et tu, Lyndon?" 

Obviously, toying with that theme alone 
would have assured Stone plenty of at-
tention, but what really upset his crit-

ics was his decision to use Jim Garrison as 
his hero. The Garrison case, for all its fame 
at the time, has faded from most people's 
memories by now, and those needing an 
objective refresher course have no choice but 
to actually read pro- and anti-Garrison texts 
from the past. See On the Trail of the Assas-
sins and, of course, JFK for the pro-Garri- 
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Gundown Rundown 

son view. The anti-G shelf consists of con-
temporary accounts of the investigation 
(Edward Jay Epsteires Counterplot, 1969) and. 
trial (American Grotesque, by novelisvplay-
wright James Monied, 1970). Be warned, 
however. The pro- and anti-books are full of 
competing—often mutually exclusive—
"facts," so the more you read, the more be-
wildered you'll become. To cite one repre-
sentative example, consider the dramatic 
moment, late in the 1969 trial of Clay Shaw, 
when Shaw's lawyers stunned the courtroom 
by calling him to testify in his own defense. 

According to Kirkwood, Garrison—who 
left most of the daily prosecution to his as-
sistant, James Alcock—was not in court 
when that happened: "I suddenly.. glanced 
toward the prosecution table; Jim Garrison 
was still missing. It had never occurred to 
me that the district attorney would default 
when it came time to hear the man he'd held 
captive for two years reply to him....lt was 
incredible that he was missing." 
, In Garrison's recollection, he too was 
stunned. Only difference: "I was seated...at 
the prosecutors' table and was just lighting 
up my pipe when I heard [defense attorney] 
Irvin Dymond call 'Clay Shaw.' The pipe 
slipped from my mouth. I have never been 
more astonished." 

Now, why was Shaw indicted? It all has to 
do with the long, strange summer of 1963, 
which Lee Harvey Oswald spent in New Or-
leans passing out "Fair Play for Cuba" leaflets 
on street corners. In Counterplot, Garrison 
tells Epstein that this pro-Castro stance was 
merely a pose. Oswald was working out of 
an office building, 544 Cann Street, which 
housed a motley crew of right-wingers and 
anti-Castro exiles. One dark figure was the 
late Guy Banister, a former FBI agent who 
had drifted far to the right—according to 
Anthony Summers he was a Bircher, a Min-
uteman, a member of Louisiana's Commit-
tee on Un-American Activities, and he pro-
duced a racist publication called Louisiana 
Intelligence Digest. He ran a detective agency 
that employed the services of the aforemen-
tioned David Ferrie. The whole setup, many 
researchers have said, was a front for anti- 

Castro activities. 
Epstein, paraphrasing an interview with 

Garrison, sums up Garrison's theory like so: 
Oswald "had in fact been pan of an anti-
Castro assassination team trained by David 
Ferric. Ferric, in turn, was in some impor-
tant way—he never explained how—per-
sonally involved with Clay Shaw. When a 
plan to shoot Castro was aborted because 
Oswald could not obtain a visa to visit Cuba, 
the assassination team turned its attention to 
President Kennedy." Early on, Garrison in-
sisted that the CIA was tangled up in JFK's 
death, and during a famous Jan. 31, 1968, 
Tonight Show appearance (arranged at the 
urging of the leading celebrity JFK buff of 
the day—yes, Mort Sahl), Garrison told 
Johnny that "the Central Intelligence Agency 
was deeply involved in the assassination" 
Shaw, he believed, was a CIA operative. 

During the Shaw trial, which commenced 
in 1969, Garrison produced witnesses who 
claimed to have seen and heard Shaw with 
alleged conspirators. One star witness, for 
example, was Perry Raymond Russo, a young 
insurance agent who told a story about being 
at a party where Shaw (using the alias Clay 
Bertrand) and David Ferric discussed the 
conspiracy to murder the president. Here, 
again, there are competing realities. Accord-
ing to Kirkwood, Russo's unconvincing tes-
timony came thanks to very suggestive hyp-
notic coaxing by Dr. Esmond Fatter, who put 
Russo under at Garrison's request. "Let 
your mind go completely blank, Perry," Fat-
ter instructed him at one point. "It is very 
vivid—now notice the picture on the 
[imaginary TV] screen—there will be Ber-
trand, Ferric, and Oswald and they are go-
ing to discuss a very important matter and 
there is another man and girl there and they 
arc talking about assassinating somebody. 
Look at it and describe it to me." As Garri-
son tells it, Russo was a stellar witness and 
the defense never laid a glove on him. As the 
jury saw it, the witnesses weren't convinc-
ing. Shaw was acquitted in about an hour. 

Of the more recent anti-Garrison diatribes, 
George Lardner's was mainly a recap of Gar-
rison's past atrocities and a harsh critique of 
JFK's script. The one in the November 
1991 Esquire by Robert Sam Anson, author of 
a 1975 buff book—They've Killed the Presi-
dent—is the most compelling. Anson calls 
the Garrison investigation a "paranoid cha-
rade" and quotes Stone in a long, drunken 
ramble that indicates this experience has 
made him go slightly batty: "You call your-
selves journalists? You're caricatures of jour-
nalism!...You have become George Orwell's 
creation! You could be a Russian working 
for Stalin in Pravda in 1955. You arc liars! 
You just invent history! You should go back 
to school and learn honesty! That's where it 
starts! Honesty.P' 

Anson focuses at length on another of 
Stone's advisers for JFK, former Air Force 
Col. L Fletcher Prouty, author of The Secret 
Team: The CIA and Its Allies in Control of the 
United States and the Work/. Prouty claims to 
have performed various intelligence jobs 
during his career and pushes the basic 
Grand-Cabal Theory found in Crossfire. He 
places particular emphasis (as does Marrs) 
on the existence of National Security Action 
Memorandum 263, drafted six weeks prior to 
the JFK assassination. "In it," Anson 
writes, "Kennedy formally endorsed a rec-
ommendation that one thousand U.S. advis-
ers be pulled out by the end of 1963, with a 
complete withdrawal of advisers to follow no ' 
later than...1965. Once NSAM 263 was 
signed, said Prouty, Kennedy was, for all in-
tents, a dead man." Shortly after the assassi-
nation, Grand Cabalists insist, LBJ ap-
proved another top-secret NSAM, which 
"presented a forthright plan for escalation." 
Anson says that Stone worked a Prouty-type 
character into the script (also known as Mr. 

For those of you who want to execute something approaching the Full Ulric Shannon, 
a short list of books you may find useful: 

Report of the President's Commission on the Assassinahon of John F Remedy. (a.k.a. 
"The Warren Report" ) 1964. Sorry, Jim Marrs, but it really isn't kosher to skip it, al-
though I'd stay away from purchasing the 26 volumes. 

• Accessories After the Fact. Sylvia Meagher, 1967. A classic "debunk" text. 
Six Seconds in Dallas: A Microstody of Ow Kennedy Assassination. Josiah Thompson, 1967. 

One of the more meticulous "detective school" analyses of The Warren Report. Pushes a 
three-gunman scenario. 

Countetpkrt. Edward Jay Epstein, 1969. A damning assessment—by one of the original 
Warren Report critics—of Jim Garrison's attempt to prove that Clay Shaw conspired so 

I kill JFK. Covers the pretrial investigation only. 
American Grotesque. James Kirkwood, 1970. Covers the 1969 trial; strongly anti-Garri- 

son. 
-On the Trat7 of the Assassins. Jim Garrison, 1988. Big Jim's story. 

Report of the Select Committee on Assassination s . 1979. 
Mafia Mitgfir.h. John H. Davis, 1988. Explores in great depth the evidence for Carlos- 

Marcello-did-it theory. 
Final DiS ciostme. David Belin, 1988. Pro-Warren Report argument by a former commis- 

sion staffer. 	. 
Lana. Don DeLillo, 1988. Rogue-intelligence-operative theory presented in snazzy nov-

el form. 
Crossfire. Jim Marrs, 1988. A compendium of JFK assassination theories. 
Conspiracy. Anthony Summers, 1980°1989. A better-written compendium of theories. 
High Treason. Robert J. Groden and Harrison E. Livingstone, 1989. Explores the grisly 

ridea that someone tampered with evidence to hide the truth about JFK's fatal wounds. 
I Note to ghouls: comes complete with four-color autopsy photos. 
° 	Hest Evidence. David Lifton, 1981.'1988. A different spin on the same topics, but -every 

bit as stomach-turning. 
The Wind in the Moos. Kenneth Grahame, 1908. The adventures of Ratty, Mole, Badg-

, er, and their irrepressible friend, Toad, in a timeless children's classic set in the English 
- countryside in the early part of this century. Why? Because if you read all these books, 

you'll need a cozy place to crash and bum. 	 A.N.— 
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ALL DARE 
CALL IT 
CONSPIRACY 
X), who Deep Throat-ishly tells Garrison 
about the plot's darkest aspects. The only 
problem. Anson alleges, is that Prouty is a 
crank who is affiliated with Willis Cai-to's 
Liberty Lobby, the unhinged depository of 
right-right-wing thought that, among other 
areas of nifty public service, peddles Holo- 
caust-revisionism books. (Anson adds, 

• 
	pro- 

Stonely, that Stone consulted a more credi-. 
ble expert who has found evidence for the 
Kennedy-would've-withdrawn thesis, U.S. 
Army Maj. John Newman.) 

Stone is aware of-these criticisms but told 
me, in a telephone interview that featured no 
ranting, that nothing he's seen or heard has 
changed his mind. Time has proven Garri-
son more right than wrong, and Garrison's 
early critics had their own agendas. (Was I 
aware, for example, that the late James 

Kirkwood was gay, as was Clay Shaw, so 
Kirkwood's natural empathy for Shaw led 
him astray?) Post reporter George Lardner 
has been compromised by too many years on 
the CIA beat—Stone is careful not to say 
Lardner is a CIA "asset" but says Lardner 
can be relied on to be non-critical of the 

agency. As for Anson, "His piece is full of 
errors, half-truths, and intentional distor-
tions." (Stone cataloged them in a lengthy 
letter-to-the-editor printed in the December 
Esquire.) Since the Esquire article appeared, 
Stone has come on strong, hiring Hill and 
Knowhon's Frank Mankietnez (Bobby Ken- 

nedy's former press secretary) to coordinate 
a public-relations counteroffense aimed at 
the major media. 

I

was only able to obtain a long-outdated 
first draft of the script, so I don't know 
whose ideas will make the final cut, but 

be aware that there's a lot more going on in 
"the field" than Stone will have time to put 
on screen. Mafia- and Grand-Cabal Theory 
remain the biggest tents, but inside both are 
pup-size dwellings manned by specialists, 
feuders, and a few people who can justly be 
called lone nuts. Here are some hot themes 
and active players. 

A 1988 British documentary, The Men 
Who Killed Kennedy (recently broadcast for 
the first time in the U.S. on A&E, in an ex-
panded version), prominently displays Los 
Angeles researcher Steve Rivele's not-wildly-
popular theory that three French gangsters 
offed JFK under orders from Marseilles 
crime bosses. He even named the gunmen. 
Lucien Sarti, a French hood—killed in Mexi-
co City in 1972—was dressed as a Dallas po-
liceman and fired from behind the stockade 
fence high on the grassy knoll. His accom-
plices, Roger Bocognoni and Sauveur Monti. 
fired from Dal-Tex. The men were allegedly 
hired by the chief of the Marseilles mob, 
Merne Guerini. 

The early theorists were upset by the au- 
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VIDEO REPORTER 

PIMIE TOWNSEND; EDITOR 	' THURSDAY, NOV. 21, 1991 	VOL 1 	FREE 

:VS BOAST 10,000 MOVIES PER LOCATION 
Jimmie Townsend, president of Capitol Video Sales, a local Video 

chain in the District, wants the video renters in DC to realize just 
because the square footage of their stores is smaller, that does not 
mean the selection is. 

On the contrary, we have an average of 10,000 movies per location. 
We stock heavily in foreign, classic, NC-17 and adult titles. Because of 
our space, we merchandise library style, not face out. So don't let that 
fool you, our selection of titles is better than any major chain in 
the country. 
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Technics 
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/

$9995 
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LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED 
We guarantee the lowest prices 

for 60 days from purchase date. 

Find a better price in DC VA or 

MD and well refund the difference! 

Please, no phone quotes on 

products not advertised here. 

Please visit our locations in person 

for our lowest price on any 

product. 

-DOWNTOWN- 

1 21 8 Connecticut Ave. NW 
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10-7 Mer,-Sat 
202-296-8412 
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Edwocn Elixir 8 Fe.enden 
10-9-.30 Mcn-Tf or, 10-10 Fri & 	12-930 
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Single Room Occupancy 
(SRO) Housing 

Shalom House, opened by So Others Might 

Eat (SOME) on June 24,1989, is a gleaming 

example of public and private groups forging 

a partnership to create well-managed, 

permanent, affordable housing. 

Shalom House was developed in response to the severe 

decline in affordable rental housing in Washington, DC. It is the 

first Single Room Occupancy (SRO) residence — an alternative 

concept for moderately-priced rental housing that has proven 

quite successful in many cities. 

Shalom House, at 1876 4th Street. NE, is a nationally 

acclaimed model of innovative building design. Shalom House 

comprises of 93 private bedrooms for the elderly, the disabled, 

and working single adults. Tenants share small lounges, dining 

rooms and kitchens, and are protected by 24-hour security. And 

an additional plus: Renovation of the building has sparked the 

rebirth of the neighborhood; and it's such an attractive place, the 

value of property around it has increased. 

SRO tenants sign a one-year leases and pay rent; they live in 

attractive rooms of their own. One notable supporter of the SRO 

concept is HUD Secretary Jack Kemp. "I am a great believer 

that the lack of SRO capacity has been a big reason for the 

homeless in America. There's an investment, not just in com-

munity, not just in the jobs and in helping people help them-

selves, but there is a true investment in helping people become 

whole again." 

With the success stories of Shalom House, we share our 

beliefs that it is possible to provide clean, affordable places for 

those now in substandard housing. This gives us hope that more 

buildings like Shalom House can be opened. 

For more information, 
please call 202-797-8806. 

So Others Might Eat 

Over the years, the experts have enlarged and analyzed pictures of mystery figures who show up in photos and films taken Nov. 

22. Some have dropped off the charts. You don't hear much about 11=1=1=1 anymore—a shadowy, canine-looking 

"blob" who I a couple of photos appears on a concrete wall midway up the grassy knoll—but he was a star during the House 

Select days. The bigger fish now are Umbrella Man, the Accomplice, Badge Man, and Hard-Hat Man. 

topsy performed at Bethesda Naval Hospital 

on the night of Nov. 22 by Navy pathologist 

lames 1 Humes. From the relatively humble 

anomalies that alarmed them, charges of 

ghoulish autopsy tampering have ballooned 

mto a cottage industry. David LBW, a LOS 

Angeles researcher, spent 15 years assem-

bling his theory—explained in his successful 

1981 book, Best Evidence (updated in '88)— 

that conspirators aboard Air Force One stole 

JFK's body and ferried it to Wales Need 

assmIal, where surgeons removed his brain 

and altered his head to support the shot-

from-behind story. Lifion's andifoe, flobert 

Greeks, mocks this theory in High Treason 

(with Harrison Edward Livingsboe, 1988). He 

says the truth is much simpler: The autopsy 

pbitos and X-rays were faked. Lifion is re-

posedly working on a new video. Groden is 

writing a new book. 
Oswald was exhumed in 1981, in a fiasco 

that grew out of the arguments in British 

writer Michael Endows' 1977 The ()swald 

File. Eddowes advanced the Oswald Dop- 

pelganger Theory so compellingly that Os-

wald's widow, Maria Oswald Porter, bought 

the idea that someone besides her husband 

might he found in his grave. After a struggle 

with Robert Oswald, she won court permis-

sion to exhume the body. The forensic spe-

cialists concluded that the body matched the 

records of the young Marine Corps Oswald, 

but many researchers remain unconvinced. 

Fort Worth photo aceresearcher lack Wile 

attempts to prove in a video documentary 

that there were two Oswalds. Mans insists 

that the smoking gun is a film of the exhu-

mation, which reportedly shows doctors 

handling O's imlacf skid. Since we know 

Oswald's autopsy doctors sawed his head in 

two, Marrs says, something is wrong. This 

film isn't available, unfortunately,.beemse of 

legal disputes about who owns it. (Dr. Irv-

ing Sopher, who was there, says there is no 

mystery. "I handled the skull," says Sopher, 

who today is West Virginia state medical ex-

aminer. "Oswald's scalp had mummified to 

hold it together.") 

Over the years, the experts have enlarged 

and analyzed pictures of scads of mystery 

figures who show up in photos and films 

taken Nov. 22. Some have dropped off the 

charts. You don't hear much about Black-

Dog Um anymore—a shadowy, canine-look-

ing "blob" who in a couple of photos ap-

pears on a concrete wall midway up the 

grassy knoll—but he was a star during the 

House Select days. The bigger fish now are 

Umbrela Man, the Accompice. Badge Man, 

and Hard-Hal Man. U.M. is a slender white 

male who is seen pumping a black umbrella 

while JFK's limo glides into the killing 

zone. The Accomplice is a dark companion 

who looks to be holding a walkie-talkie. Dal-

las insurance salesman Lois WM told the 

House committee he was the U.M., but 

among the many critics who don't believe 

him, three theories compete. Buff Gary 

Shaw, of Cleburne, Texas, has said U.M. 

was mocking JFK for failing to authorize an 

umbrella of air support at the Bay of Pigs. 

Others say he provided coordinating signals 

for scattered gunmen. The boldest theory is 

by Robert Cutler. He argues in his self-pub-

lished monograph, The Day of the Umbrella 

Man (1980), that U.M. held a spy umbrella, 

which fired darts tipped with a toxin that 

paralyzed JFK for the head shot. 
Badge Man shows up in extreme blow-ups 

of a famous Polaroid shot taken by Mary 

Moorman just as JFK was fatally hit. Since 

1983, Fort Worth researchers Gary Mack and 

Jack White have said that it shows a man in 

a Dallas policeman's uniform firing a rifle 

from a locale behind the stockade fence. Be-

side him is a man in a hard hat, and in the 

foreground is a figure who appears to be at 

least in the colorized versioo a soldier taking 

a home movie. This fits the account of Gor-

don Arnold, who came forward a few years 

back and admitted he was there that day, in 

uniform, with a movie camera. He says a 

shot whistled past him, and that a Pushy Man 

confiscated his film. Mack and White say the 

Badge Man image will soon benefit from 

scare-of-the-art computer enhancement by a 
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Processing 
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ALL DARE 
CALL IT 
CONSPIRACY 

P 	of experts in Europe, whom they 
aren't at liberty to name at the moment. 

Mack's and White's archfoe, Larry Howard, 
of the Dallas JFK Assassination Information 
Center (Stone retained the center with a 
$80,000 consulting fee), says the theory is 
bogus: Badge Man's line of fire would be 
blocked by the low concrete wall. Mack and 
his ally, Dave Perry, are getting in licks of 
their own, with an attack on Howard's pet 
theory, the liScky White story. At a press con-
ference last August, the JFK AIC intro-
duced its candidate for the stockade rifle-
man, Roscoe White, a deceased Dallas 
policeman who served in the Marines with 
Oswald. His son, Ricky, said he found a dia-
ry in which his father confessed, "I was 

Mandarin, the man behind the stockade 
fence who fired two shots." This story has 
caused a huge rupture in the research com-
munity. Among other problems, Ricky 
doesn't have the diary anymore (he claims 
the FBI stole it). Perry is about to publish a 
hot debunking in The Third Decade, a jour-
nal of assass-buff opinion published at Fre-
donia State College in New York state. 

Also still rumbling around: The Babushka 
Lady and Three Tramps. B.L. is the zaftig 
woman who shows up in photos, clearly 
shooting a home movie that would have 
showed the TSBD, the grassy knoll, and the 
fatal shot. Beverly Diver, a born-again Chris- 

tian once married to a Dallas hood. claimed 
several years ago that she was the B.L. She 
said the FBI snatched her film. Many re-
searchers don't believe her. including young-
turk Canadian Sheldon Wall. who points to 
her claim that she used a Super-8 Yashica 
camera. "Those weren't publicly available 
until years later," Inkol scoffs. 

The Tramps are three hobos or winos. 
captured either shortly after or 90 minutes 
after the shooting (it depends on who's talk-
ing) in a railroad yard. The problem is that 
they don't look hobo enough—they have 
hobo clothes, but nice haircuts and passable 
shaves. Buffologists' attempts to ID two of 
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HOMEBREW! 
Brew your own beer at home...and it's a 
great gift idea! Call for our free catalog. 

The Columbia Home 
Brewing Company 
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the tramps as E. Howard Hunt and Frank 
Sturgis. have been refuted. Shaw is working 
on a book that will "definitively" identify 
the short tramp. Weisberg considers the 
Tramps one of the lamest "mysteries" of the 
case. 

"They were winos pure and simple," he 
snorts. 

Many GOP-haters still say Nixon's the 
one, with help from Ford and Bush. This 
theme was bigger in the '70s, of course, but 
lately it's been making a comeback. An en- 
thusiast discussed it last summer in The 
Realisr, and High Times ran with it earlier 
this fall. The theory relies on weird connect- 
the-dots associations and a nagging suspi- 

• 
don that Nixon, somehow, still controls 
everything. (An often-cited source is H.R. 
Haldeman's The Ends of Power, which reveals 
that Bay of Pigs was Nixon's code phrase for 
the JFK assassination.) A few theorists even 
think Dan Rather knows more than he's say- 
ing. This dates back to the Day Of, when 
Rather—then working for CBS in Texas, 
went on the air and wrongly reported that 
the Zapruder film showed JFK's move for- 
ward at the moment of impact. The Septem- 
ber 1990 issue of the Third Decade had a 
piece called "Dan Rather in Dallas," which 
brooded on key discrepancies in The Camera 
Never Blinks, Dan's autobiography, and his 
known movements during the assassination 

weekend. 
Nixon and Rather 'Theories don't earn 

much respect among serious buffs, but pro- 
ponents can still get a hearing at confer- 
ences, because JFK researchers pride them- 
selves on open-mindedness. But it forces to 
mind a question: Has anyone gone far 
enough to earn pariah status? Yes. Almost 
everyone disdains 111 Cooper. His detractors 
say he's using a blurry eighth-or ninth-gen- 
eration copy of the Zapruder film to make 
his case, in paid lectures, that JFK's driver, 
Big Greer, turned and killed the president 
with a handgun. 

"He's got a copy that is so bad, you can 
see almost anything you want in it," says a 

clearly disgusted Robert Groden. 
Reached by telephone in Arizona, Cooper 

said, "1 used to serve in Naval Intelligence. 
Between 1970 and 1973, I saw documents 
which led to my discovery that the coup de 
grace on JFK was administered by Greer, 
who turned and fired—with his left hand 
over his right shoulder—a gas-powered pis-
tol that shot a pellet loaded with shellfish tox-
is At the time, this was the most toxic sub- 
stance 	known 	to 	man 	other 	than 
plutonium." 

That, I remarked, is one fascinating theo-
ry. 

"This is not 'theory,' " he stressed. "It is 
Met." 	 CP 
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