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Priscilla Johnson, a Jjournalist, 1nte1*v1ewe’d-Lee He
Oswald in 1959 after his defection to the Soviet _
Union, . ' ' 5,

DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION

This investigation is predicated on telephone call November 29, 1963 from
ASATC Sweeney, Boston to ASATC Jukes advising of a request received from ZA1C
Bouck, Protective Research Section, to interview Miss Priscilla Johnson’residing
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, ASAIC Sweeney stated inquiry disclosed Miss
Johnson was residing in New York, telephone OR 6-2620, ASAIC Jukes telephoned
this number and ascertained Miss Johnson was residing on Feeks Lane in ILocust
Valley, New York,®

<@§iss\,JTbhnson\Was interviewed on November 30, 1953 at her home in Iocust

 Valley. “She is presently attending the Russian Research Center at Harvard

University studying Soviet Ia.‘baratue. In 1959 she was employed as a corres-
pondent for the Forth AmericapNewspaper Alliance, with offices in New York City,
and was representing that fjfm in Moscow when she was given the assigment of
interviewing Lee H. Oswald”who had defected to the Soviet Unio:? She recalled
interviewing Sw at the Hotel Metropole in Moscow advising she was
avare. Osvald's room had been wired, Accordingly, she exercised care in ques-
tioning him, especially since he informed her the Soviet authorities had :

instructed h:Lm not to permit any interviews by the American press and he was
violating-their "trust"
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Miss Johnson had retained the notes she took at the time of her interview
with Oswald and exhibited copies of articles she wrote appearing in the Boston
Sunday Globe of November 2L, 1963 and the Christian Science Monitor of _
November 26, 1963 relating to her interview with Oswald. The articles are self-
explanatory,. ‘ : ,

According to Miss Johnson, Oswald in her opinion was a "loner", a person .
who did not mix socially and kept to himself very much. He was a self-taught
Marxist who stated he bad read Marx's book, Das Capital, when he was only
fifteen years of age. He taught himself to read and write Russian and his

" decision to defect arose out of his bitterness toward the United States,

particularly the plight of the American negro and the exploitation of workers.
He was reared in poverty and his mother, a widow, had worked extremely hard to
bring up her family. He also expressed resentment at his treatment by the

U, S. Marine Corps and accused the United States of military imperialism. He

informed Miss Johnson that he had petitioned the Soviet Government'for citizen-
ship and stated he had no intention of ever returning to the United States.

Miss Johnson stated she questioned him about the manner in which he
traveled to Russia suggesting that he must have been aided by other persons or
organizations. He specifically stated he made the trip on his own initiative
on monies he had saved while in the Marine Corps and that be positively did
not receive assistance from any persons or organizations. She attempted to
impress upon him the folly of his actions and in a roundabout manner tried to
get him to change his mind about defecting but without success. She concluded.
that he was a fanatic and that further attempts to dissuade bim from seeking
Russian citizenship would be futile. ' ) - ’ :

In her description of Oswald, Miss Johnson stated he was touching, likeable
and quiet., She felt he was a malcontent who was unsure of himself and probably
would be unhappy wherever he was. Although she considered him 4 fanatic, she

- did not think he would resort to violence. She does not know whether he had

been guestioned by the Soviet Secret Police but obviously he had received some
instructions from a Soviet authority concerning his activities while in Russia,
He stayed very close to the hotel and according to .his own statement, he did not

: uégﬁempt to establish friendship with any Russians.

i

inquired at the hotel for him two days later she found he had disappeared and
concluded the Soviet authorities had whisked bim away having naturally learned
of the interview. She has not seen him sinceo . :

Oswald promised to let her know if he was leaving the hotel. When she /

Miss Johnson stated she was interviewed November 23, 1963 by FBI Agents
Curry and Sullivan in Boston and that she gave them a deposition concerning
her interview with Oswald, She'is leaving New York on December 1lst for Boston
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. and on the following day, December.2 is flying to Washington where she has

an appointment with Mr. Andrew Lowenfeld of the State Department., Mr.
Iowenfeld works in the office of -a Mr. Shea, a legal counsel for the State
Department. While in Washington she will be staying with her brother, Stewart
H. Johnson, Jr. abt 2906 N. Street, N.W. and expects to remain there until the

end of the weeke

Verifex copies were made of the newspaper articles previously referred to,
and the notes made by Miss Johnson at the time she interviewed Oswald and are
being forwarded with this reporte - : .

ATTACHMENTS

Copies of 2 newspaper articles o B L .
Coples of Miss Johnson's notes o
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. . The Chrigtian .«ngﬂk?‘ﬂun&.
© Whst ‘XInd Qf nliny v
Harvey Oswaiy | o~

Did . this admftim,
dver lrelleate ha m'teS bavca.
pable of shooting the'1Tesldenth
of the Gn:oA States, as Dallse
polles pay he aestesina‘tod dcin
F. Kennedy Jast Fyiday 4w fust
two days before he whs slinj-
larly shot and killed ps the case
toclv on-aibizerre Yyt .. -

Faw geoples really seem Lto
have known the- 24eycar-old
Now Orlcans native well, Aogt
deseribe him gg a quiet sort of

2 pzroon, one who did not mix
‘well—a loner, Heg gave few the
opportunity to really ndepe
stand him, . g e

Zit In a rars momant-"¢f

arteldumess  he gave  one

American suoh £ Sience, She
Is il Prisciiin .u.oa..e...ooé rad
at the time she-was brifozy
through g, 4wo-year Wit in
Moseaw £5 3 corTesponcent for
e Nosth Jimeriean Newspaper

Yo

Alljancy, o
" Interview Ly Rloscow
The tise was early Noveme

... ber, 1858, The place—the Hotel

Metropols, Moscow's
hotel for foreigncrs,

Oswald had arrived In the
Soviet Unlon on Qet, 20 that
year with the announced Inten-
tion of reeking Soviet cltizen
ship, :

Ten days later Miss Johnson,
now doing.res2arch at Harvard

principal

staying at the hotel and asked if
he would give her an interview.
. He sald he would, and they:
‘talked quite freely for seven
hours, $

The fImpresston of Oswald:
thai emerges from that meeting.
It one af a young man Intensely
bitter £t the United States, swwho
displayed  absoluts singles
mindedness ahout whatever he
Wes attemptiing 1o do-—at that .
moment trying to obtaln Soviet
citizenship,

Is this the sord.of mpn who
might ‘have essezsinated - the
Presldent?

| Bng15-FTInded Detvy - -

Tt struek me® Miss Johnson
1fald jn &n Interview this week.
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ecntd B s duciscid
ARSI 1. SRTN Sovlet Unfon ; . he
T TEArXIst] g the pame singleeivindéde

nees for lesrning whatever ha
Néeded o Icant Yor this act
(toq Jrssissingtiop), wee s
. "He gaved every' penhy ha
carned in the Aiarlnes for the
teip to Nussls,” the sald, “rnd
he wenreled, an enrly dischntpe
50 he could pet there a 1%l
faster, Within tis' days of his
discherge he' was on'a boat for
he Soviet Unlon,

“I Just think this Is the kind
of. person that might | . » he
vould have gone sbout jt in &
methodicels wayy, e would
ave. loarned whatever he
1wecded to know,” ... .

Reporis Un.z‘m»h:

This deseription dovetalls
with the FRI report that back
on Marchr 20 of thig year QOse-
wald, uslng an pzumed name,
ordered {rom amzall-order tirm
the rifie with which President

motorcade fo Dallas,

He was bliler, Miss Johnson
sald, ppaipst “capllalism® and
“worker exploltation® in the
United States—classic Commu-
nist as well as Marxist phrases,

But "he never expressed any
hatred of the presidoncy or ot
John P, Kennedy, then a young
Arssachusetts “Senafor, “He
didn't speak about politics i a

for a hook, learned he Emufwﬁ.uoum_ wiy M

Capability Indleated

During their long conversae
tion :os:.zu he said Indicated
he favored using murder as a
political weapon,

“But from our conversatlon,
I could see that he WAsS B man
capubla of a whole jot” becausge
ow his gnawing bitterness, she
sald,

“MMy mother,” ha told her,
“has be 8 worker for her
whold lfe.!She had 14 produce

ptofit for the capitelists, ang {g -

4 food example of what hape
bans to workers in the Uhited
States,”™ ’
DUBut,® - she ‘added, “he
wouldn't gay what work she
&P-w .

Fgugxb.nﬁ.\na 8 fondnery
for guns, ", LIS T

He was, she recally, “a’very
plaudibie: youny a8t first
blush, He was vely concervae
lively:dresced. ' Ha %&Ba exe
tremely nioaw\. and I rather
Heed -Iptmy,yne: 18 wep beceusp
this ‘conversation went on for
k0 many Neursthat ¥ saw how
bitter hs wag,'" ", o I Baw hig
nmgbgﬂw ﬁuoﬁu meﬂ_oa.a
abquy - RPN, A\ 4 ey na
dalred {9 e 21K dg 'Ly, Mha
name of, . .

AR sefod 5

Y43 ha talked you know, 1
et tne 'idea that hét asahny
oW Marzisin® at ‘al wrell,”

Ithough he claimed “he'd been
studying f( since 15,

“And it's becauze ba knew
Marxism 5o poorly that I knew
It must have baen hatred of
the Upited States, rether than
2 geal understanding of what
he was deing™ that motivated
hitn to reriounce his American
citizenship and attempt to bew
come’ a Soviet citizen,

“Also,” ghe sald, *he taught
himaelf to read and write Rusge
sian from Berlitz {School of
Languidges), but he gatd ho had
. lot of trouble speaking it,
and he seemed .to be quite
helpless, .

“He gat in his hotel foom,
and his mother would telee

just  wouldn't
phone. '

A Trip for Yce Cream

“He wouldn't go out at all
fnto Moscow, And he told me
that the one expedition he had
made had been to a children's
store only one block away, and
he recalled that he'd managed
to get there by himself .uam
buy himsel! an {ce crenm In th
crowds,”

At this ypolnt he bed been in
the Soviet Unfon abosut 10 days,
{ “He didn't know Russla, and

€ Wisn't very curious about

e place,” ghe sald, “even
hough rm,énu. defecting ¢o It
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- ¥et! never once dirlog 8| 4 KI0H oy focom I
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wald mentipn Cubg oF Castre, |* firmieng, - ) .
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Casteo group, | o erirRilag, ReXTd Rown o, . :
Aftee talking & good des)| £3 ONein dr (D) ed. 1y .
ebout Marxist philogaphy my Sheuctts to Tameduee 3F
he understood H he said ag ['Gal koiutatya, Er. QL.
one point: “I have had proctf [ £49 Diatrict Inolnteg Lo,

.. €al experience in tha world, §| ©f Somervills,

R 1ot an {dealist completaly, “ike presont wealwnm,
I have had a chenes to walsy | In ar laws {Rey perzy
‘rllitery tmperfallsm fn ection,” | Orlmiacls and i “ndc .
Klss Johnvon reculled, s THEAY R s
He also told her that “he iﬂen.wﬁmﬂmagaxm awb.n....w
had seen tremendous POVRILY | etrcumvent e laiwg of -
in the United States, and he 5010 ., o mEst bo reznsdy.
had been shocked by the plight | pea’ O'Erien t213 2er, O -
of the Negro. The polics ¢hlefs hey 5
But apaln png again he re- posal wounld “prohibip
mﬁgnﬁ io theoretical Marxism, eale, tentnd, er lesss N3
jTe.peid he'd become a Marx. frearm by dealers withiz:
Ist nt 15" Miss Johnson ye. varlous iates Lo nenreyfivs:

called, of that ety whe have v,
Bld {0 Escape . ovmplled with alj he lhre
“After five years of rerding| rnfes, snd regulntlons =l
soclallst Uternture,” he told her,| thelr state of reeldence pe, -
»observing trestment of minor. talning to the sequiringsd -
ity groups (Communists, Ne.| firearm.”
groes, and workers especinlly) Tho proyocals would ayate
Watching  the treatment of| alse Lo intorstata frangporsy.
workers In New York and see.| tlen 62 WoLLGns,
ing how they'ra explolted—I'd | 1 T

ture snd thought the deecrip- Ing to him of Sovlet ¢Hline
tion was quile correct.” ship, and the Soviet Gover.
He fndicoted he wanted So- ment didn't, Ha WRs woriy
viet citlzenship primarlly to when [ talked with him"
escape the United States socfely  Thelr talk was deep andas
he viewed in such a light. dlal. She found him troulip:
“Since I'd either be a worker plausible,  and unltnpwty
explofted for capitallst, profit emotianal, -
[in the United States) or elsa  She never saw him gpae
an exploiter,” he had sald, “I'd  He told hep “omioe the X 1
[have been) one of the uneme slans accepted hlm he B,
Ployed”” rather than assume w?n me his’ [Tull) story,.., .
either role, fe promised to come nuAry’
At the time *“he wag terribly with me before ho jumpedt;
bitter against the Amerdcan hotel and wunt to lve .
Embassy,” ahe said, “because Nusalan,
they would not allow hlm to  “About two days later Ine:
take the oath renouncing hls down to the Acor whew
citizenship, . lived and esked for him,
“They would not-actept his they just threw nm thato *
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' Interview With Suspect Oswald in Moscow in 1959
T L Qe L o 1
- “The Stuff of Which

The cuthor was Moscow Correspondent for NANA rom.wnm»mam:uu _Msm um%g. w.o *had a mvwzmn to ém.omus
0 1959. A few years before, in 1953, she had been research Mmmu-a :ow m.on.“w:g. MM :owﬂu wMoMn”Mcoﬂmh arist 5%3.; X

o, .. . R P . 0
assistant on Viet Nam for John F., Kennedy, then a4 count will I go back to the Yeor's Planning

i e be United States, I shall remain . ;
senator. She is perhaps the only person to have been good here, if necessary, 53 a resident| Fully a year before, Lee be-

friends with both the late President and his suspected |glien.” ; W»b .mz.mpn .nmumv. _,.w g0 to|
assassin. She is today o free-lance writer on Soviet affairs, | All Soviet officials - would wawpn.a GGt el b eadl ®

promise at the time was that.

By PRISCILLA JOHNSON " |Lee could stay on in Russiai2nd write Russian. Never, ™

(Copyright. _3«.”23- Glebe, Zoi..r Ameriesn Newspsper Alllanes) «a..r.o‘.rmngon 50%%0 ﬁmnma.n uﬂ“._%»ﬂmmw»—umn“.uﬂw”wvwmﬂwznmﬂoﬁd.
 CAMBRIDGE, Mass.—"For two years now I have mmwﬁwmﬁmwﬁg e Wonu%mmﬂng:.. did he consider deserting’
been waiting to do this one thing. To dissolve my |of gending him to a Soviet,'he Marine Corps. .
American ctizenship and become a citizen of the |higher technical institute” | Did it occur to Lee that Se-!
Soviet Union.” : 4 At an age when angry;viet officials might be embar-:
young rebels all over the:35sed by his efforts to become

. , . world i ; 'a citizen of their country at
The time was November, 1859, The place was my wm.ww::muqa MﬂMWmma_nwcm%:wnhﬁmmm moment when Russia was’

room on the third floor of Moscow’s Hotel Metropol, | 7% ' " soft-spoken southern Cultivating good relations with',
The speaker was Lee Harvey Oswald, prime suspect 1oy to Moscow with no other;the United States? .

in the assassination of John F. Kennedy, ambition but to spend the rest| Russian officials, he .u.ﬁ.a.m
of his life as a Soviet citizen?| dOn't encourage znd den't dis-|

With his suit of charcoal gray flannel, dark tie [Evidently, it was a combina-i¢ourage me.” They warned.
‘and tan cashmere sweater, Lee Jocked, and sounded _:.3=%~muo.“.51u.. the v%mZ of :3“_2””‘ *..,W..mwm“..n.zm.,nwwﬂ. mmw.”..m
like Joe College with a slight southern drawl. But iih¢ U S. Negro, and the U. S., VizEneh

A Ol 2 P Marines. mine whether his citizenship
his life hadn't been that of a typical college boy. |Marines Tnu:nm:c: was tn be accepted,

_ “My mother.” sald T.ee, “has They said it depended on the

: T * R heen a worker all her life,: over-all political atmosphere
galesman. died before he was just one floor beinw mine at. She's a good eyample” he !at the moment.™ Meanwhile,

~born. " Raised in Texas and the Metropol. He had no: d ' anetuar
Louisiana, the boy spent two friends in Russia and he didn'{ ”waﬂm. .mﬂcwi_m.n »r»%v.oa ﬂw__wwmu\mowwwﬂa“m ﬁwﬂmmm.:«wﬁpﬁ ;
years in New York during his:-speak a word of the language.: Lo..m B.w_ :a «o _a Wn States, US.SR - )
mmlu\ teens,” At 17, he en- The only sightseeing he'd na:aw e degllned 1o elsboraie, _ D . :
isted in the U.S. Marines. ‘was to “Detsky Mir,” a chil-} X . i oo
“I did it,” he said. "because’dren’s store one black from our ..., At the age of 15" he added,| _ As for oficials at the U.S.

) . : ; i Embassy in Moscow, they,
we were poor arnd T didn't want hotel, He'd managed to acﬁ:ﬂﬂﬂd ﬂwwn:»—w%m?%:w: Ww%. ~ were Eﬁﬁ between thelr .:..w””

to be a burden on my mother.”.an ice creem cone there, be.vork  and Neproes in  the! Sire to glve Lee time to think.

Later, he spent 14 months as told me proudly. i : it ov

s - e 1South, I was looking for a key, it over, and thelr Iezal obliza-

a~ licensed radar operator in maa my nJa.wHadgobﬁ Then :Zo: to hear his oath renounc-
]

the Far East. i As we =mal in my botel; : . w| ing American ecitizenshi 4
In  September, 1959, his room all evening and 53"a_.w‘n“wmh.mhMﬁm%n_wzh—*mmwwﬂmw. SME&. ) 2 :..:nm .

three-year hitch nearly done, the early hours of morning, ; o o i

the Marines gave Lee a de- he talked quietly about Em._,.:.. by Marx's “Das Kapital. v L vae il
x He concluded that, as an; Lee was bitter at U.S. Con-

yendency discharge. Just one plans to defect to Russha, \ooiican. “1 would becomeisul Richard Snyder. wha. he'

month later, afler an exhaust-; However, I soon came fo feel leither a worker ox. loited foricharged, stalled hirn when he:

ing trip by land, sea and aiwr, that this boy was of the stuff | P _ X i .

- vt |capitalist profit; or an ex-'atked to take the vath on Oct.
Mﬂoﬂq:ﬁmw :W:WWMMME Ww,xﬂwn.m of which fanatics are made. ploiter or, since there are:3l, the only lime Lee had been

P10 . : > v Imany in this category. I'd beist the Embassy. As a result, 7
hignest legislative body in the. Even though Russian an_uFosn of the unemployed.” LesiLee weuidn’t go back there,

U.S.S.R,, for Sowviet n—mmumaw—ub.”(ﬂmﬂﬁmﬁ him Soviet Q.Snmbwrv.v.dmnman a Marxist. s He would let the Soviet 20V
Saw Fanatic 'is not easy tc obtain, Lee wasl Later, as a Mzrine private! ernment handle legsl details
For days, Oswald had been already referring to the Saviet in Japan and the Philippines,|when. and if, he became a eit-.

|
b
!
]
Ki
_

His father. an insurance silting alone in his hote! room.
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S, . T, .Wmu of the B8oviei cEa?Iso:ooBEﬁa in Moscow, H&a?a answercd when I knocked he wou' ! N e .
) G .t - i+ Meanwhile, he handed over his,insisted he would never go;at his door and why, a w@.«._a; w . N :
e A pasiport to the American ME._c.mnx to the U.B.A. “Emigra-/hours later, he came {0 ses :5_ 2k :
B R assy. i tion,” he said, “isn't easy. I|in my room, I never learned.|™? ¥M0- ‘.
TS I asked Lee if the:ordinary don't recommend it to every- : | Twoc¢ . '
I 4 Y e ussians he met exprésaed .S.._o:a. It means coming to aj As our cenveraation drew sacond : ' ) s .
“o e Ley oo Ty lprise at his desire to-defect.'new country, always being the| {5 5 clotr<-we ate nothlng SCOR i . ;
I o el 'Well® he said, “they're very|outsider, always having to. ad- and had brer sipping ecl7 tex, the wor | N ¥ f
- e ST urious and they askme why./just. But to me, my reasons! —I_huad a terrible [weling of levator . - . i 14 :
e A o ut 322.;5.” Z,n.%oc:&.:.wnm strong and good. I balieve! E:,:.Q. Disillusion, I was _omnr rov - , :
L ¥y @7 e added, “understand when Ii'm doing right.” | sure, awalted him, Oswald, . |
. o P2 peak of the idealisti¢ reasons: : wnildntt! ’ : = : : §
. S ; ar e %t me et i That was why Lee wouldn't ; 2 knowe: !
APRLI IR A Ny mm .nm:w me here. And'yngwer the phone when his' As he was leaving T asked, o ;
o e B e ueslons mother was calling from: Ft.'him to come see me again. The §0n&” & _ :
S, o s :dnmsn:%vu_o workers In Worth, trying to plead with Russians, Oswald told me, had! T'd wo : )
AT A N M 8 SRie 2 r him to return home., He had,warned that he mustn't tslk to|- - o M .
I A ot , 1a] mpnr refused to speak to any Amer- Americans. But he v«ogwmmm..“v.osau t o t
ey A * Regardless of dny material'ican correspondents. Just why.before closing the door, thatiknow. e 8 s
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