Liver Might Add Decade to Ray’s Life
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tend James Earl Ray’s life up to 10 years, and
he appears to be a reasonable candidate for
such surgery, a transplant surgeon said.

“Without it, he will surely die,” John Fung
of the University of Pittshurgh Medical
Center said in the letter dated Aug. 4, 2dding
that he gives Ray four to six months if he
does not get a liver transplant.

Ray, 69, confessed in 1969 to killing
Martin Luther King Jr. in Memphis the
previous year. But he has been trying to take
back his guilty plea ever since.

His failing health has added urgency to
arguments that he should be given a trial to
help answer lingering questions about a
possible conspiracy in King’s death. Prose-

® MEMPHIS—A liver transplant could ex- cutors say Ray’s guilt is already established.




