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ants state to 
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R
ay seeks m

ore tests on his rifle 
K

ing's convicted killer 
still pursues new

 trial 
B

y R
ichard W

illing 
U

SA
 TO

D
A

Y
 

L
aw

yers for Jam
es E

arl R
ay 

w
ill ask a M

em
phis judge today 

to order m
ore tests to deter-

m
ine w

hether a rifle he ow
ned 

w
as used to kill the R

ev. M
artin 

L
uther K

ing Jr. in 1968. 
T

ests com
pleted in M

ay us-
ing new

 subatom
ic ballistics 

techniques w
ere inconclusive. 

A
 glitch in the testing m

ay have 
caused the result, says W

illiam
 

P
epper, R

ay's lead 
attorney. 

R
a
y

's la
w

y
e
rs 

also w
ill argue that 

the state of T
ennes-

see should pay for 
fu

rth
e
r te

stin
g
. 

R
ay

's d
efen

se h
as 

borne the cost so far. L
aw

yers 
for the state say they w

ill op-
pose both m

otions. 
R

ay is serving a 99-year• sen-
tence for killing the civil rights  

leader. If M
em

phis 
Ju

d
g
e Jo

e B
ro

w
n
 

tu
rn

s d
o
w

n
 eith

er 
m

otion, it could ef-
fectively end R

ay's 
hope of w

inning a 
new

 trial based on 
gun evidence. 

R
ay "w

ould have 
to find a new

 rabbit 
to

 p
u

ll o
u

t o
f th

e 
h
at," say

s D
av

id
 

G
arrow

, K
ing's bi-

ographer and a crit-
ic of R

ay's push for a new
 trial. 

R
ay, 69, pleaded guilty to the 

1968 m
urder of the civil rights 

leader, then recanted. H
e ad-

m
its ow

ning the .30-caliber 

R
em

ington hunting rifle that 
investigators say w

as used to 
kill K

ing. H
e denies firing the 

fatal shot. 
In court papers and in a 1995 

book, P
epper argues that the 

rifle w
as planted at the scene 

to im
plicate his client. T

he real 
assassins, he says, w

ere con-
tract killers w

orkingi w
ith U

.S. 
m

ilitary intelligence. 
K

ing's w
idow

, C
oretta Scott 

K
ing, and his four grow

n chil-
dren support R

ay's effort to 
w

in a new
 trial. K

ing's son D
ex-

ter, 37, has said he agrees that 
his father's m

urder w
as part of 

a governm
ent plot. 

R
ay

's rifle h
ad

 b
een

 test- 

fired by investigators tw
ice be-

fore, in 1968 and 1978. T
he re-

sults then w
ere inconclusive 

also
. T

h
e ro

u
n
d
 th

at k
illed

 
K

ing is deteriorated, investiga-
tors say, and thus difficult to 
m

atch during ballistics tests. 
R

ay's bid for a new
 trial has 

attracted additional attention 
since he suffers from

 potential-
ly fatal liver disease. 

T
hat apparently persuaded 

the K
ings to depart from

 their 
long-standing practice of not 
com

m
enting on the killing. T

he 
K

in
g
s fear th

at u
n
less h

e is 
granted a new

 trial, any secrets 
that R

ay know
s w

ill die w
ith 

him
. 


