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D
id R

ay's rifle shoot fatal bullet? 
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B
allistics ex

p
erts b

eg
an

 firin
g
 test 

b
u
llets in

to
 a 9

0
0
-g

allo
n
 w

ater tan
k
 

y
esterd

ay
, attem

p
tin

g
 to

 d
eterm

in
e 

w
h
eth

er th
e rifle p

resu
m

ed
 to

 h
av

e 
k
illed

 th
e R

ev
. M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 

Jr. actually fired the m
urder bullet. 

T
h
e tests w

ere co
n
d
u
cted

 at th
e 

U
niversity of R

hode Island 
crim

e lab
 in

 S
o
u
th

 K
in

g
-

sto
w

n
 u

n
d
er a T

en
n
essee 

court order issued last w
eek 

a
t th

e
 re

q
u

e
st o

f Ja
m

e
s 

E
arl R

ay's law
yers. F

or the 
first tim

e
 in

 n
e
a
rly

 2
4
 

y
ears th

e rifle an
d
 b

u
llet 

w
ere seep

/p
u
b
licly

 w
h
en

 
d
eliv

ered
 to

 th
e crim

e lab
 

for the fests. T
he w

eapon, a 
.3

0
-0

6
,b

u
n

tin
g

 rifle, w
as 

ad
m

itted
ly

 o
w

n
ed

 b
y
 R

ay
 

and
/b

o
re h

is fin
g

erp
rin

t. It 
w

a
s d

isc
o
v
e
re

d
 n

e
a
r th

e
 

m
u
rd

er scerW
w

ith
 o

th
er 

item
s traceable to R

ay. 
P

rev
io

u
s b

allistics tests 
show

ed that the fatal bullet 
cam

e from
 a i30-06 rifle of 

th
e
 sa

m
e
 ty

p
e
 a

s R
a
y
's 

w
eap

o
n
. B

ecau
se o

f th
o
se 

fin
d
in

g
s an

d
 th

e d
isco

v
ery

 
o
f R

ay
's g

u
n
 n

ear th
e as-

sassin
atio

n
 site, in

v
estig

a-
to

rs co
n
clu

d
ed

 it w
as th

e 
m

u
rd

er w
eap

o
n

. B
u
t th

e  

m
angled condition of the bullet m

ade 
th

at im
p

o
ssib

le to
 p

ro
v

e, M
em

p
h

is 
prosecutor John C

am
pbell said. 
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s th

at scien
tific ad

v
an

ces 
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ce th
e 1
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atio
n
 m

ak
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possible m
ore sophisticated ballistics 

- tests th
at m

ig
h

t d
em

o
n

strate th
at 

R
ay's gun did not fire the fatal bullet, 

p
ro

v
id

in
g
 g

ro
u
n
d
s fo

r a
 

full-scale trial. 
T

he evidence against R
ay 

h
a
s n

e
v

e
r b

e
e
n

 p
u

t to
 a

 
stringent courtroom

 test be-
cause h

e p
lead

ed
 g

eiilty
 in

 
1
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g

 K
in

g
 —

 
th

u
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v
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d
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 a

 p
o
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d
eath
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ten

ce an
d

 receiv
-

in
g

, a p
lea-b

arg
ain

ed
 9

9
-

y
e
a
r te

rm
. R

a
y

, 6
9

, n
o

w
 

claim
s h

e d
id

 n
o

t fire th
e 

fa
ta

l sh
o
t b

u
t m

a
y
 h

a
v
e
 

b
een

 a p
atsy

 in
 a co

n
sp

ir-
acy. H

e has been described 
as n

ear d
eath

 w
ith

 a liv
er 

d
isease in

 a N
ash

v
ille p

ris-
on hospital. 

T
h
e th

ree b
allistics ex

-
p
erts co

n
d
u
ctin

g
 th

e tests 
are G

eo
rg

e R
eich

 fro
m

 th
e 

S
uffolk C

ounty police labo-
ratory, U

niversity of R
hode 

Island crim
inologist R

obert 
H

a
th

a
w

a
y
 a

n
d
 M

a
rsh

a
ll 

R
o
b
in

so
n
 o

f th
e C

o
n
n
ecti-

cu
t state p

o
lice lab

o
rato

ry
. 

T
h

ey
 p

lan
 to

 fire th
e R

ay
 rifle into 

the w
ater tan

k
 1

8
 tim

es b
y

 late, F
ri-

day. T
he bullets w

ill be exam
ined un-

d
er m

icro
sco

p
es at th

e R
h

o
d

e Islan
d

 
lab. T

he bullets and rifle then w
ill be 

sen
t to

 a p
riv

ate lab
, C

arn
S

can
 U

S
A

 
In

c., in
 C

ran
b
erry

 T
o
w

n
sh

ip
, P

a., 
w

here a scanning electron m
icroscope 

w
ill com

pare the bullets. 
D

onning protective goggles and ear-
plugs, H

athaw
ay fired a practice round 

from
 a w

eapon sim
ilar to R

ay's into the  

5-foot-high alum
inum

 tank yesterday. 
"W

ater is the best m
edium

 for recover-
in

g
 test b

u
llets," h

e said
. "It d

o
esn

't 
dam

age the outer edge of the bullet like 
co

tto
n
 an

d
 o

th
er m

aterials can
." 

E
ach gun • barrel has one-of-a-kind 

m
arkings that are transferred to bullet 

casings w
hen fired to create m

arkings 
as d

istin
ct as fin

g
erp

rin
ts, H

ath
aw

ay
 

explained. 
"T

his case is going to be quite excit-
in

g
," h

e said
. "It's ju

st electrify
in

g
." 


