
S
heryl 

M
cC

arthy 

T
r 

th C
ould B

e E
lusiv 

T
 ial for 

G
R

E
A

T
 T

R
A

G
E

D
IE

S
''  

are th
e h

ard
est to

 g
et 

over. 
W

h
e
n

 a
 n

o
ta

b
le

 m
a
n

 o
r 

w
o
m

an
 is slain

, w
h
en

 a h
o
st 

o
f in

n
o
cen

ts p
erish

 b
efo

re 
th

eir tim
e, th

e p
ain

 b
u
rn

s fo
r 

years. E
ven w

hen the cause is 
d

eterm
in

ed
, it d

o
esn

't seem
 

quite enough. W
hen the iden-

tified
 v

illain
 h

ap
p
en

s to
 b

e a 
sin

g
le acto

r, w
e fig

u
re th

ere 
m

u
st b

e m
o

re to
 it th

an
 th

at. 
B

ecause the loss w
as so great, 

so, too, m
ust be the schem

e that caused it. 
• Th

ese d
ay

s th
ere's a clam

o
r fo

ra trial fo
r Jam

es 
E

arl R
ay, w

ho's been in prison alm
ost 30 years for 

m
u
rd

erin
g
 th

e R
ev

. M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
 Jr. R

ay
 

confessed early on, but for years he's been claim
ing 

he didn't do it, that he w
as a paw

n of a m
ysterious 

m
an nam

ed R
aoul. N

ow
, because he's term

inally ill, 
R

ay's law
yers and fam

ily are pressing for a new
 trial 

that, they say, could clear his nam
e. 

T
he bizarre thing is that K

ing's fam
ily has joined 

in
 ask

in
g
 fo

r a trial. K
in

g
's so

n
, D

ex
ter, say

s h
is 

fam
ily has lived too long w

ith the pain of not know
-

ing if the real killer or killers cam
e to justice. 

T
h
e id

ea th
at K

in
g
's m

u
rd

er w
as p

art o
f a co

n
-

sp
iracy

 is tem
p

tin
g

. T
h

e id
ea th

at a lo
n

e b
ig

o
t 

co
u
ld

 h
av

e p
u
lled

 it o
ff seem

s to
 triv

ialize K
in

g
's 

d
eath

. M
o
reo

v
er, b

lack
s are n

o
 stran

g
ers to

 real 
co

n
sp

iracies —
 b

y
 so

u
th

ern
 law

m
ak

ers an
d

 all-
w

h
ite ju

ries, crim
in

al co
u
rts, ly

n
ch

 m
o
b
s, lab

o
r 

unions, political parties, corporate executives, poli-
tician

s, real-estate ag
en

cies —
 to

 k
eep

 b
lack

s in
 

their place and deprive them
 of justice. 

T
en

n
essee Ju

d
g

e Jo
sep

h
 B

ro
w

n
 h

as ru
led

 th
at 

n
ew

 tech
n
o
lo

g
y
 ex

ists to
 test th

e alleg
ed

 m
u
rd

er 
w

eapon and that it m
ight prove w

hether the bullet 
that killed K

ing cam
e from

 R
ay's rifle. S

o, test the 
g

u
n

, n
o

 p
ro

b
lem

. B
u

t, u
n

less th
at tu

rn
s u

p
 strik

-
in

g
 n

ew
 ev

id
en

ce, a trial fo
r Jam

es E
arl R

ay
 is a 

pipe dream
. It's becom

e a sym
bol for getting long-

overdue justice, w
hile in reality it w

ould do noth-
ing of the kind. F

irst, you don't hold a trial- in the 
hope that it w

ill unearth new
 evidence; you hold a 

trial because you already have new
 evidence. that 

exonerates R
ay or you have a new

 suspect. 
S

eco
n
d
, a crim

in
al trial isn

't th
e b

est w
ay

 to
 

search
 fo

r th
e tru

th
. A

 trial is an
 ad

v
ersarial h

ear-
in

g
, in

 w
h
ich

 each
 sid

e tries to
 "w

in
." R

u
les o

f 
evidence can keep valuable inform

ation out of the 
trial, w

h
ile co

n
stitu

tio
n

al g
u

aran
tees, lik

e th
e 

rig
h
t ag

ain
st self-in

crim
in

atio
n
, p

ro
tect th

e ac-
cused from

 testifying. A
ll these serve, at tim

es, to  

o
b
scu

re th
e tru

th
, n

o
t to

 h
eig

h
ten

 it. 
R

ay's goal in pursuing a new
 trial is not to bring 

o
u
t th

e tru
th

; b
u
t to

 clear h
is n

am
e an

d
 g

et o
u
t o

f 
jail. W

ithout new
 evidence pointing to a different 

killer or killers, a trial w
ould serve only to let R

ay's 
law

y
ers m

ak
e in

n
u

en
d

o
s ab

o
u

t co
n

sp
iracies an

d
 

g
u

y
s' n

am
ed

 R
ao

u
l w

ith
o

u
t p

ro
d

u
cin

g
 p

ro
o

f. It 
w

ould be like 0. J. S
im

pson's law
yers accusing C

o-
lom

bian drug dealers of being the "real killers." 
If m

y
stery

 rem
ain

s ab
o
u
t th

e K
in

g
 slay

in
g
, th

e 
k
ey

 lies w
ith

 R
ay

 h
im

self. If h
e h

as facts ab
o
u
t 

R
aoul, or any other conspirators, he is free to tell it 

to the authorities, so they can investigate. N
othing 

stops him
 from

 doing that, except the know
ledge of 

h
is o

w
n
' g

u
ilt an

d
 p

erh
ap

s th
e k

n
o
w

led
g
e o

f h
is 

frien
d
s an

d
 'fam

ily
 m

em
b
ers. If, as h

is law
y
er 

claim
s, th

ey
 k

n
o
w

 w
h
ere R

ao
u
l liv

es, th
en

 th
ey

 
should produce an address. 

I• sy
m

p
ath

ize w
ith

 th
e p

ain
 o

f K
in

g
's su

rv
iv

o
rs 

an
d

 w
ith

 th
eir n

eed
 to

 k
n

o
w

 fo
r certain

 w
h

eth
er 

M
artin

 :L
u
th

er K
in

g
's d

eath
 w

as th
e resu

lt o
f 

som
ething other than R

ay's bigotry. B
ut it'd unfor-

tu
n
ate th

at th
ey

'v
e fix

ed
 o

n
 th

e id
ea o

f a trial fo
r 

R
ay as,Ithe w

ay to bring that about. 
A

s for R
ay, if he w

ants justice done, he can do it 
w

ithout a trial. L
et him

 tell w
hat he know

s before 
h

is tim
e ru

n
s o

u
t. N

o o
n
e h

as k
ep

t h
im

 fro
m

 talk
-

ing:these last 28 ygars —
 no one except him

self. 
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