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`U
ndercover' unveils a K

ing assassination theory 
B

y L
ydia: G

ibson 
U

SA
 T

O
D

A
Y

 

W
hat really happened A

pril 4, 1968, in 
M

em
phis? 

T
oday in court, Jam

es E
arl R

ay, con-
victed in the assassination of M

artin L
u-

ther K
ing Jr., w

ill argue for a new
 trial. 

A
nd tonight on F

ox's N
ew

 York U
ndercov-

er, 
su

p
erv

isin
g

 p
ro

d
u

cer R
eg

g
ie R

o
ck

 
B

ythew
ood spins his ow

n tale of w
ho else 

m
ay have been in on the killing. 
"(R

ay) m
ay have pulled the trigger, but 

I d
o

n
't th

in
k

 h
e
 a

c
te

d
 a

lo
n

e
," sa

y
s 

B
ythew

ood, w
ho w

rote tonight's episode (9 
E

T
/P

T
), w

hich im
plicates the F

ederal B
u-

reau
 o

f In
v

estig
atio

n
 in

 a far-reach
in

g
  

m
urder conspiracy. 
T

he episode, "P
rom

ised L
and," is a de-

parture from
 the show

's regular stories of 
drug raids and corruption in N

ew
 Y

ork. 
W

hat begins as a typical shooting of a 
N

ew
 Y

ork cab driver turns out to be part 
o
f a larg

er crim
e th

at in
v
o
lv

es th
e F

B
I. 

T
he case leads the show

's cops, J.C
. W

il-
liam

s (M
alik Y

oba) and E
ddie T

orres (M
i-

chael D
eL

orenzo), to W
ashington, D

.C
. 

T
here, they find a com

puter disk w
ith files 

that shed new
 light on K

ing's assassination. 
"T

his show
 gives us a chance to explore 

other theories. W
e are not attem

pting to 
say w

ho m
urdered D

r. K
ing," B

ythew
ood 

says. "B
y just raising a question, w

e are 
challenging people's perspective." 

R
ay, now

 68, pleaded guilty to K
ing's 

m
urder and is serving life in prison. H

is 
law

y
ers w

ill arg
u

e to
d

ay
 in

 a M
em

p
h

is 
court that the rifle R

ay is said to have used 
to kill K

ing w
as not the m

urder w
eapon. 

B
ythew

ood, 31, got his T
V

 start as a w
rit-

er and story editor on N
B

C
's C

osby S
how

 
spinoff A

 D
ifferent W

orld for tw
o years. 

H
e joined U

ndercover in 1994. 
H

is best notices, how
ever, have com

e 
for his feature film

 debut: the screenplay 
for S

pike L
ee's critically acclaim

ed G
et on 

the B
us. 	

. 
"H

e is a terrific w
riter because he has a 

point of view
," says U

ndercover executive 
producer D

ick W
olf. "H

e can also w
rite 

w
ell and fast —

 that's a select group." 


