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A
m
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ay Is in C
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a, bat F
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Jam
es E

arl R
ay is in a com

a suffer-
ing from

 liver and kidney dam
age, 

an
d

 fam
ily

 m
em

b
ers h

o
p

e h
e can

 
su

rv
iv

e lo
n
g
 en

o
u
g
h
 fo

r a h
earin

g
 

that they hope w
ill finally start the 

process of clearing him
 in the assas-

sination of the R
ev. D

r. M
artin L

u-
ther K

ing Jr. 
M

r. R
ay, 68, w

ho confessed to the 
1968 shooting death of the civil rights 
leader and has been trying to recant 
ever since, w

as in critical condition 
today at C

olum
bia N

ashville M
em

o- 
., rial H

ospital, said F
reda H

erndon, a 
s okesw

om
an for the hos ital. 

authorize putting his brother on life-
support equipm

ent if necessary. M
r. 

R
ay said his brother's law

yer and a 
m

in
ister h

ad
 co

n
v
in

ced
 h

im
 th

at 
ch

an
ces w

ere g
o
o
d
 th

at a h
earin

g
 

w
ould be held on F

eb. 20 at w
hich 

law
y
ers w

o
u
ld

 b
e ab

le to
 b

eg
in

 a 
leg

al p
ro

cess th
ey

 say
 w

o
u
ld

 clear 
Jam

es E
arl R

ay. O
n T

uesday, Jerry 
R

ay had said he w
ould refuse to try 

to prolong his brother's life. 
W

illia
m

 P
e
p
p
e
r, Ja

m
e
s E

a
rl 

R
ay's law

yer, is trying to get perm
is-

sion from
 Judge Joseph B

row
n Jr. of 

C
rim

in
al C

o
u

rt to
 test th

e m
u

rd
er 

,e
s
! 
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. 	
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M
r. P

ep
p
er an

d
 Jam

es E
arl R

ay
 

th
in

k
, th

at tests o
n

 th
e rifle w

o
u

ld
 

prove it w
as not the m

urder w
eapon. 

P
rosecutors say the tests are a w

aste 
o

f tim
e an

d
 co

u
ld

 d
am

ag
e th

e ev
i-

dence. 
"Judge B

row
n is an honest judge 

in
 M

em
p
h
is," Jerry

 R
ay

 said
. "If 

Jam
es dies, that hearing w

on't hap-
pen. If Jam

es dies, he goes dow
n in 

history as M
artin L

uther K
ing's kill-

er, an
d
 th

at m
ak

es th
e w

h
o
le R

ay
 

fam
ily look bad." 

T
h
e R

ev
. Jam

es L
aw

so
n
, a L

o
s 

A
ngeles pastor w

ho had a church in 
1
/ •

 it
 I

 I
 

black leaders w
ho have said they do 

not believe M
r. R

ay w
as the assas-

sin
. D

r. K
in

g
 w

as assassin
ated

 b
y
 

sniper fire on A
pril 4, 1968, on the 

b
alco

n
y

 o
f th

e L
o

rrain
e M

o
tel in

 
M

em
phis, w

here he had gone to sup-
port a strike by sanitation w

orkers. 
T

h
e R

ev
. Jesse Jack

so
n

 an
d

 th
e 

R
ev. Joseph L

oW
ery, w

ho founded 
the S

outhern C
hristian' L

eadership 
C

onference w
ith D

r. K
ing, said on 

M
onday that they held out hope for a 

deathbed confession from
 M

r. R
ay, 

detailing all he knew
 about the assas-. 

sination. 
M

r. R
ay w

as sentenced to 99 years 
in prison after his confession. H

e w
as 

serving tim
e at the R

iverbend M
axi-

m
um

 S
ecurity P

rison.  ntil last w
eek- 

prison hospital to the C
olum

bia one. 
Jerry R

ay said today that he w
ould R

ay's fingerprints. 


