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Jerry R
ay, left, says h

is b
ro

th
er Jam

es E
arl R

ay h
asn

't m
u
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 lo
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g

er to
 live. 

A
t rig
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t is L
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el B
arrett, fo

rm
erly an

 atto
rn

ey fo
r R
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 16A
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B
lack leaders aw

ait 'the truth' 
R

ay's deathbed 
m

ay hold keys to 
K

ing m
ysteries 
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T
he truth w

ill not die w
ith Jam

es 
E

arl R
ay. 

T
h

at's th
e assertio

n
 o

f p
eo

p
le 

w
h
o
 m

arch
ed

 w
ith

 D
r. M

artin
 L

u
-

th
er K

in
g
 Jr., carried

 h
is leg

acy
 

into elected office and investigated 
his assassination. T

hat's their hope 
o
n
 learn

in
g
 th

at R
ay

, K
in

g
's co

n
-

v
icted

 m
u

rd
erer, lies d

y
in

g
 in

 C
o

-
lum

bia N
ashville M

em
orial H

ospi-
tal. "T

he politics of the assassinations 
of the '60s changed A

m
erica forev-

er," said the R
ev. Jam

es L
aw

son, a 
civil rights activist from

 L
os A

nge-
les w

h
o
 h

as p
u
sh

ed
 fo

r R
ay

's re-
lease from

 prison. "T
hat w

ill haunt 
the nation until the truth com

es out. 
T

hat w
ill haunt the nation and slow

- 

ly destroy the fabric of the nation. 
"T

he case w
ill never be closed." 

L
aw

so
n
, ex

p
elled

 fro
m

 V
an

d
er-

bilt D
ivinity S

chool for leading civil  

rights protests in the 1960s, believes 
R

ay
 d

id
 n

o
t assassin

ate K
in

g
 h

im
-

self, b
u
t w

as a "p
aw

n
" in

 a larg
er 

conspiracy. 

T
he belief of a larger conspiracy 

is sh
a
re

d
 b

y
 m

a
n
y
 o

th
e
rs w

h
o
 

m
arched w

ith K
ing, including W

al-
ter E

. F
au

n
tro

y
, th

e fo
rm

er d
ele-

g
ate to

 C
o
n
g
ress fro

m
 th

e D
istrict 

of C
olum

bia. F
auntroy, the director 

o
f th

e W
ash

in
g
to

n
 b

u
reau

 o
f th

e 
S

outhern C
hristian L

eadership C
on-

feren
ce in

 th
e 1

9
6
0
s, ch

aired
 th

e 
select com

m
ittee of the U

.S
. H

ouse 
of R

epresentatives that investigated 
the assassination of D

r. K
ing. 

"I d
o
 n

o
t b

eliev
e th

e tru
th

 w
ill 

d
ie w

ith
 Jam

es E
arl R

ay
," said

 
F

au
n
tro

y
, p

asto
r o

f N
ew

 B
eth

el 
B

aptist C
hurch in W

ashington. 
"I'm

 ju
st satisfied

 th
at th

e tru
th

 
w

ill em
erge and no efforts to stifle 

it w
ill succeed. I believe I know

 the 
tru

th
; it w

ill co
m

e o
u

t in
 th

e d
e-

cad
es ah

ead
. ... P

eo
p
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o
n
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r 
it." R

ep. John L
ew

is, D
-G

a., w
ho led 

student sit-ins in N
ashville to force 

integration of dow
ntow

n stores and 
lu

n
ch

 co
u
n
ters d

u
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g
 th

e early
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Truth won't die with Ray, black leaders sad;  
1960s and was with King when he 
was shot, said even a generation 
later the truth would benefit soci-
ety, and added federal and Tennes-
see authorities should use Ray's 
death as a reason to reopen the 
King case. 

"With his [Ray's] death, I do not 
see this as an end to a very dark 
period in our history. It is my hope, 
people who may still be alive who 
had some knowledge of what hap-
pened, or that James Earl Ray told, 
will come forward. 

"It's important for people to 
know, so maybe we can prevent the 
same thing from happening again, 
when it appears there was a con-
spiracy to remove political and so-
cial leaders who may be different 
from the norm." 

Like others, T ewis cairl he never 
accepted the idea that Ray acted 
alone. But he differs from some in 
believing Ray probably pulled the 
trigger. 

"He was a player; he was one of 
the actors. I am convinced beyond 
a shadow of a doubt that there was 
a conspiracy to kill Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King." 

The work of Fauntroy's panel in 
the late 1970s, subsequent books, 
1993 reporting in The Observer of 

London and the mock retrial of Ray 
in an HBO special have fueled 
doubts about Ray's conviction. 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson said he 
visited Ray once in prison. That 
convinced him that Ray had help. 

"It appears to me that James 
Earl Ray was a small cog in a big 
wheel." 

sr 
There is nne certainty in  the cay... 

of James Earl Ray: If he dies, mow 
people will come forward to write 
books, said the Rev. James Thomas, 
pastor of Jefferson Street Mission-
ary Baptist Church. 

"'You will get some crumbs cope 
out," said Thomas, who met King 
during a Nashville rally at Tennes-
see State University in 1964. "One 
thing about justice in America: 
Even though Black America has 
problems and even though justice, is 
slow, it will come." 

To Lawson, finding the truth's 
paramount to the well-being of the 
country. 	 70. 

0. 
"Great nations never die with tt 

bang. They always die with slow 
decay. Fundamental decay is met-
ed in the nation's unwillingness to 
face itself." • 


