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o . retains the 'power:to. fascinat

iRt : MEMPHIS Tenn. —-Crammed i much like the murder itseif and the
Bt o1 P - inside a cardboard bgx in‘a storage *: ‘personalities involved. This endur

- LOS ANGELES TIMES.  room of the Shelby County Court- * “ing fascination was, underscored:

s house are pieces of. evidence col- =, just before’ Chrlstmas “‘when Ray’s.

lected after the murder of the Rev. - dour ‘image ‘passed - once ‘again

" Martin Luther King.Jr. There is = aeross television screens ns he fora

- ashtray debris. taken. from a car ;' time. lingered «nea

.~driven- by James Earl Ray," King' Nashvxlle hospxtal
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After almost 30 years the col
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hpwever remains grave “

-~If he dies, many of ngs com-*
‘patriots - worry . that answers to
Please see ASSASSINATION;, A14

/
national angst and doubt. d lon:
gunmen commit, both’ murders; a8
initial mvestigétions conclu
w re both men :the:
rhissive conspiracies
,,Court filings and P
fished ‘in late” 1995 by Peppef:
purport to back up:.the alleganons
of a government conspiracy .in. the
I i3 King case and name indlgdual
| : . who supposedly took: part. Peppe
[ Intefseas Wlth King ; says he even has tracked down the".
53 1Y : ¢lusive Raoul, or Raul, as. Peppe
- n escaped convxct trying to ¢allshim.
~\ avoid recapture, Ray spent ‘#Pepper claims that the shooti
| thg-year before King’s murder on was orchestrated so. that it waul
: ' April 4, 1968; roaming the country, - appear the hapless Ray was: th
.committing petty crimes and mak- triggerman. Contrary to what po
- 'ing-occasional forays into:Canada - lice maintain, . the:-shot - was ;no
" and Mexico. In the weeks before’ fired from the bathroom window
the' assassination, however,. his. ... a-flophouse whére Ray Had rented
A ;:'- -1 trvels cclogely ‘coincided’ with. ™ f.room, -Pepper insists. Rather, he:-
‘h% mamtmned ‘that his” actions 1ig’s, giving the impression that . says, it came from a'bushy area;
d g the months.leading up to hb was stalking. the cml rights ;. béhind the building and across th

murder-actions that strongly - le der ‘ s stteet trom the - Lorraine Motel
hcated him in the killing—were “ His fin gérprint -was on w‘here Kingiwoe. staymg o 1
orqpest.rated by a mysterious man -scope police found near the murder - several ‘witnéssesstold- police?
}slrai‘:;ag(}e;nlf; lglle‘:v gﬁ;";:%a&aﬂt' sife, bundled up with more of his i-eporters that they saw a. urti
: the oth
- iAfter copducting an inquiry into be}ongmgs That and the other |

. pigees of -circumstantial evidence .
King's mirder, a House subcoms arp all there i ‘the' box in_the -

Imittee said in"1979 that while Ray -

. . " - "courthouse storeroom, mcludmg - Was- hkely fired either. by ; Ra
po;glbly “had help,_ investigators vbuuetfragments and-old paperback ‘;,v'hom he :identifies as . a.-P
*-. coyld not determin Is books that -had : ese-borrismuggle

: mgﬁzggies i fr;:éml' : ) _-pqpsessmn : connections

fAlso in_the box-.is'a morgue. " Ldyd’ Jowers; _

) pl;otogmph of King’s body, his : owner With, allegéd M

- eyes:open, his, ngm cheek obliter-; i per further ysays;:.
ﬂ{i

"4 white supremacists  the FBI to
,,s:'vnrulently Tacist brother,.
. Civil rights leaders such as

d’ by, the assassin’s bullet. Itiis™ . Were statlonea'nearb ‘as back

Reys., Jesse Jackson and Jo- .most“intimate  item -of ‘all, a_" .} “Thig alllshogwash * geoffaN;

: . digturbing - look at the horror of chary, the retired chief homic

| sudden death,*: N Hetective who' investigated King’

| “But King’s murder, hke t.hat of " hurder- and,
- President Kennedy -earlier 'in the : pcted alone
: . | *decade, proved to be not only the o 'F.,Despite' Peppe!

Rays currént"attorney, maintams : end of something—the “age of _ Eoyering. new . eviderice' and 5
it he has hard evidence. | inpocence,” pundits call it—but nisses, the strongest of‘his ¢laimg;

" also the beginning of a period of .-cannot” bé -verified- because the ;



‘come from°unnamed sources.: An
- - detractors:question ‘whether:th
allegatxons haye been motivated
a‘zearch fo;- just.ice ot ‘aséarch
money..
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If‘the biggest-liar that ever. hlt*th
.ground. He'll-say" anythirig: Antth
. world for-a little’ notoriety'
wouldnt trust him any far

than 1 could thr
e_p}_xant e

Killing Called a Plot
a5 Big as Govérnment ;-

t remains vquestlonable -whe_ther L
i Pepper will ever- be ailowed to ™
present his new evidence in court.

He came closest in 1994, when -
Criminal Courts Judge Joe Browm ;

present ‘evidence - to buil_ up
‘record for ‘a federal appeal."Th
state Court- of . Criminal¥:Appeals

overruled the hearing, i 4
declaring that Brown
steppeu ms aumomy

:that there is evxdence that th
bullet that kllled ng cannot b

“that the Pentagon ‘the "Mafia, th
'FBI and Memphis police’all" wer
‘involved in the plot to killKing. H
says he has evidence ithat
Army sniper teams Wer
perches overlooking. theiLorrain
‘Motel at the moment the fatal shot::
was fired. He’claims they were: -
“ordered.out of thé"area afterward -
by either Raul or Jowers.
Pepper details the steps‘he
i ng'inOrde:
to Kill,” which. was:researched:’
.with the help of a former reporte
for the Memphis Commercxal Ap
“peal, Steve Tompkins;
.. 'The Commercial Appeal irst re
ported in 1993 that Armymmtellix.&-

gence had spied for years on King+

and his family and that an eight-.

- man Green Beret team had: been iny

Memphis the day he was kllled
- The paper's 16-month mvesnga-' ;
tion stopped short. of saym :
- Army playeda role the killing,
" At the-time,, Army officials e
j fended theirrole in spying on King -
7.andother cjvil rights-leaders and,
_denied- that any “illegality’ had oc- -
" curred. ‘The” Army. spied on U.S.'
_citizens, ' they.“acknowledged, be-"
“cause the scope of .civil u .e_st;had ‘
inundated the FBL :

" Tompkins said he- traveled  to
‘Mexico to conduct a Beries ‘of:
follow-up interviews with one of’
the former Green Berets:iHe said’

the former soldier corroborated a

sald in an. interview that AT
A4

pe allegatan that snipers near;;
ir

. former Memphls police officer: who

ul in his smuggling actlvitles i
- Another, uripaid source i Glenda;
Grabow. a’Woman who now lives
- near Memphis and claims she knew,
"Raul in Houston in'the 1960s afté:
+ghe became:“involved' with* Mol
- figures. This Raul, whom she knew
"by. the nickname “Dago,”, .was-
)smuggler with ‘connections: to. th
- New. ‘Orleans "Mafia: who ’ disap=",
peared for a long period in‘the late

" claimed in 'a:sworn ‘deposition.: L
. ;have klned ihat black son of a bitch
- she: smd he snarle

evertheless, the lawyer said he
ad the court record naming Raul
"'sealed becausc he did. not:want to:

be the wrong perso
" Progress- on.ithe-.case - was ‘st;

nnot - proceed as- long as ‘Ray’s
uilty verdict stands. Since then;’ '.
eppen'»has _focuseq ‘his; efforts ‘o,

Memphis;;;&héré interest in ihe
-’ assassination presumabl) would be
'»-:.high t.he book is hardly stocked in

#'who said that he believes Ray is
-\innocent, accused.:the ' media of

adhenng to a “party line” and
#firninga blind eye to “alternative
fperspect ‘on,the American

Surrounds Kﬂlmg

fter 80 much nme has passed,
sorting out the truth about
King 5 assassination would be diffi-
--cult:.under the best of circum-
’.stances. But now a cottag: indus-
"“try has emerged—not as prominent

as ‘that. surrounding President
Kennedy’s death, but extensive.
_‘'With books, movies; reputations
. and perhaps small fortunes waiting
-.to be made, where is the ire that

‘separates self-mterest from. punlic
"service? How does one gauge fact
“from media-induced fantasy? -

“’7 At the center of the maelstrom is
- Pepper, a former friend to King
~who now has taken up the cause of
"his accused killer. An A nerican
~who lives and practices interna-
- tional Jaw in London, Pepper met
ing iin: 1967 after the civil rights
‘leader read an article Pepper wrote
r" Ramparts magazine about the
fects of: the Vietnam War on
ietnam’s civilian population.
King’s biographers-have cred-
ed the article with helping per-
ade the Nobel Peace Prize-win-
‘ning Baptist minister to speak out
:forcefully against the war. Pepper
7_. became an advisor.

- Many of those who were close Lo




2King believe that it was the broaa-
ening ~of ~his concerns—as he
-gought to . fuse the civil rights
movement with antiwar activists
“zand ‘began to call for the massive
“redistribution- of wealth—that
* made him a dangerous figure to
5 people in' power. .
» "After he died I walked away
“from” social activism, Pepper said.
‘He first became involved with Ray
-%in 1978 when he said the late Ralph
" Abernathy, who succeeded King as
- director of the Southern Christian
“Leadership  Conference, ap-
proached the lawyer about setting
“.up a meeting with the convicted
-assassin. Eventually, Pepper said,
. he ‘became convinced of Ray's
‘inno¢ence and agreed to represent
him." - )
.. “'Working without compensation,
- he interviewed witnesses and
gathered evidence as time permit-
~ted, 'shntt_]\ing between Britain and

the’ United States. His" investxga
tion, which led him to the conclu‘g
sion of govemment involvement i

‘the crime is’ overwhelmmg “Hi

cated 10 the. emancipauon 6f m
eople,t:h

R

"~ gaid: physxcal evidence hnkmg Ray.

) gravely iII i a pnson hospital

somé in and make baseless allega-
tions lﬂ_{e ;thnt isjust offensive.”

Ex-House Méfnbér

an Hag anivr

he House i mqmry into the mur-

der ruled out government in-
volvement "‘But the man who
chaired the subcommittee says he
oW disputes the findings. '
Walter” Fauntroy, the former
‘District of Columbia delegate to the
‘House, claims to-have seen docu-
‘ments showing that Army intelli-
gence agents -watched King in
:Memphis and- .reported daily to
ithen-FBI Director J. Edgar Hoo-
tvet. He also says FBI sharpshoot-
"ers plotted to kill Ray during a
,prison escape in. 1977, to silence
+ him before the House inquiry.
i¢. For -the "government to have
Hdlled King would have required a
~complex and ' wide-ranging con-
i spiracy. But referring to the assas-
Usinations of King and the Kenne-
-'dys, Fauntroy said such a massive
1'conspn‘acy “is no more astounding
than :the [official] "explanations
; given- for -three assassinations in
sthe decade of -the '60s—that one
:person acting alone [in each case]
ould take out key persons.”
“An academic expert on political
. assassinations said he believes
‘Pepper’s .allegations. of ‘a con-
.gpiracy are credible. . ° -
Professor - Philip' Melanson of
Southeastern Massachusetts Uni-
 versity evaluated parts of Pepper’s -
bookthat deal -with"topics he has
“also ‘researched. He-said many of -
‘those - portions coincide’ with the
- facts as he knows them. He said he .
‘found other parts “bothersome” be-
;.cause of Pepper’s interpretations.




