Dear Cerry, 5/%1/496

- When Dennis told me that you found the subject "overwhelming" I suggestdd
ubat hé seums to believe was a simple apyroach that eliminates b# at deast reduces
this, handling the institutions separately. Yo the degree that is possible,

Yesferniay Jerry told me of his conversation with Dennis LThursday night, in-
cluding what he had lvarned, of publishsr preference for short books. Thatl is in
peneral true but not always and n.i wit all publishers. I have no reason to be-
lieve it is true of university wresses, for example. It may be. L do not%knon.

lHowever, 1 Believe as a bouk is conceilleland as §t is written it sheuld be
¥ %&n as the material justifies, not condensed in advance of the writing; It
can be concience& in concept, of course, as I'1l soon sug.gest, but within that
concept it shuuld be written as the materigl warrgnts. If necessary i1t can then #
be §hortened. If necessary it may still be éﬁuable to kzve drawn together what

1
is eliminaf ed.

It is my belief that several of the institutions can be dealf with adequately
vwith a few}small samples to justify general statements. One of these is the House
assassins coumittee. They can be dismissed with a few items like the Guinn testi-
rony, the_tabuld#i ot reiﬁ;éﬁjfhey got from the I'BL and the breakdown compared
+ith what{fMggt eariierrﬁnd Waslavailable for it free, the Ebersole, Gatizghar
Frazier, Galloway, S{EEertuﬂ'Heill gtuff Dennis got and.fmmﬁmps%%ou can use the
Dolce material here. *f you use it with the Comrdssion a mention of it here is
enough. (Host of what LSCA got from the FBI is irrelevant mafia stuff that Bdlkey
was hung up on.)

Likewise the maBor media can ée handled th: sgme way, with print and TV
separate and with UBS as representing commefcial . Iere there is overlap

vwith the Guinn material, that it vas totully ignoraﬁ ?f the papei's after they
knes what Guinn festified to and its menning, that the ﬁzig/dﬁidence had been
tampered with aﬁ[destroyed.

Likewise with the courtsf, ook publishers, too.

This approach lets you devote most time and Space to vhere it should be,
to the Commission and to the FBI. Yith both you will have 4o decide in advance
what you will not go into but that will leave moiz than enough ghatever you decide.
liovever, L would not omit what vou believe sheuld be included merely Tor the shorter
bookﬁ instead write it tu make any such cutting casier.

Jerry had borroved the 13% }ogges of the CI4A Mexico's swmmary of its assasgi~
nation communitations with headguarters for copying. There is a Staples about 10
minutes from heve, closer to Hood, where he had it done. Cost a little nore than
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six dollars & 9¢ or less a page. That rate is uith what can be fed autfomatically,
p



50 let one of us know iff you'd like that file and we can get 1t copied that way.
That is faster than having the college do any of that copying.

When I told Jerry, when he +told me he was reading and liking parts of the
incomplete ms. of Cagse Qven, originally Hoax, that he h&F the full thing to the
degree it was retyped, 782 pages of it, he found thal in the box in which I
think I gave it to him. I do no® knou if you'd like that, or if Bi11 wini, 111
ask: him. T am cértain that in it I followed more of the ovidence than exists in
the shorter printout the shortening of w}\ich is a mystery to me., I raise the question

not only to {&earn if one of yeu weuld like it but also to be able to take advantage
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of any reduced rate for greater volume, ii Jerry s belief is correct. IxiEIExzzue
5)4 i'1lpenclose the Lardner stury on the CGuinn testinony. I have the full pub=

lished lBCA testimony if you necid thate Ur want it.

If you want to explore the Hussell archiveg more that may be worthwhile, +t
may be possible to get souwe of that done for you by a student, perhaps a law
student. 4 member or the law faculty, Donald X, Wilkes, at Athens, has been in
touch with ne. He has written everal articles gbout the Russell position for the
local p:pers. For thom he did Iittle or no research of his own but what he had was
adequate and he needed no more.

I have gone of what Selby gote L'm sure he'll let you. have nore iif he has
.1)3301 Overbrook XEad . Lane, Bowie, HD 20715,

u should get ite Using a child vou can get 100

/Mmora "cifazﬁf you call usCe l‘}e is at
Cvel 1- 88
If you do not 4@ 3

(>
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pages of ii, about what it isy free. That leaves eithe: of you free for asking /r\ 7%

for yourself, You cg have real fun with the table of contents and tie iddex alone!
It ig a diatrvibe against Ysuald that barely mentions the ctime and does not mentinn
all the known shooting or all the wounds-even the <ause of death! If you cannot
find what i;c“'eaughton of the DefenSe Yept, said of this and what the FBI then did
in my files ask the archive:s for it. He alone had any questiond and they want
after him in return. I think he was gene'.ralk counsel, Check my subject file on
this and on uhat “oover did to the Yallas police after blackjacking Jesse Curry
to retract the truth he told-broke off all relations with them. Hven training.

Jerry liad all the executive session transcripts if you wuent any of them.
His manual for his classes will tell yoit more oi whal he has, in part.

I think you can sz.ﬂ.f.el;-,r indicate in what you write that the vastness of what
is av:ailably&;—mkes 1t impossible to include all of it“.\wha't you will write will imalke
that apparent. i‘huas you can safely not include nuch and still have an impressive

Viork,



Perhaps it might be a good idea if you were %o carry a small pociket note—
book in which you can record subg'ects tc include because when you get to it it
x¥Ex ther may not all come 1o mind-/ﬁﬂte‘,\_,-

Gping bacic to Guin™h and his§ testimo ny, he€ stated that the specimens he testecd
k:er-:- not the official spocimens of the FBI's original testing or those in the
Warven Vommission's evidence, fet he testified about them as thoush there were
pure. The Comsission ,rather committes, tr@ated his lestimouy as thoush he
testitied to the genuine ar®icle in th: evidsnce when he was specifiic in st ting
under oath trat it was not the senuine ovidence. I do not sugsest that 11 in—
clude expert witnesses as an institution but it is obwious that if he had been

Tully hunes"“, what testimony @ould have been based on what he teutfied to only
toward the end of it and then when questioned. I think lawyers might argue that
“ith any of the samples tested invalid he could rot really testify at all to any-
1211-'?-1'1:‘1_1‘!3‘5}19% than the invalidity o the sqgmples tested.

The comeittee imn:red this sestimony in fﬁw—ﬂ:s alleged deliberarions and in
its riports The Post, while revorting 1-.'51;11: he did say, also ¢ ,le?f;.l, out of meaning
in the story and the headline on the story. idctually, despite the sords he used,

his {estimoiny wag not to a "mateh” .when what he ﬁs‘ced_ was not the original speci-
sz .
D% . ’ ;
The can get to another Colmission failure. Lt ded not got '&'0;.‘1 the FBI the
w;:‘[.ght of the specinens it removed from the ovid nce. +t did no% get from the FBI
what the wefigl /is of what remains of these specimens it took or even where hhose
gpecimens may e, rother that Letal maf be. 211 that mas needed for spectrographis
examination was as litile as a mil}.imeIerz‘ in size, o{ postage—stamp veight. But
Frazier removed cver so much more than that from the base of 499, as its pd;cture
s[towm. We questioned him about this on deposition in 75-226. #e did not weigh that
bullet other than when he recived it I{u‘l{l he hadn't the S,L"Lghte:st notion where all
Lt excess core waterial he removed Ihtjf be. It cou\r.l, and vie do not know and cannot
allege it, have besn the source oj%.-;es{"cou}.d have been substituted for the actual
origonal specimens. In which »vent they dbviously would seem to be of common
source) g!ﬂ ﬂ-’/’? WI‘U/{f/ »’Nﬂ,{”l f

Guinn also could not have teztiiiegf honestly, ii' that was his testimony
rather than i'ardne:r."s interpretation of it,that "there wsas no evidence that any
other bullet struck the presidentiTal limousime." There not only is such evidence

that he was not aware of, was not given to him for hiwm to testify about; e has
no idea what caused JFK's nonfatal uounds. Hgthing he was given is in fuct rather
vhan in fabrication connected with his ronfatal injurics. 4nd then thefe is the
Commission evidence that there were 40 “dustplike" f ragnents in JFK's head, They

could not ammunition Guinn tested.

havea cane frop That



The press as an institutiion -q?t‘ailed in this, as it failed in many other =
ways you nay want to keep s list of because they require little more than mention.

Lt should noi have let the matfer of the substituted, the wnbriginal, the
phony in any way evidence go without comment or demands and L lmow of nox a single

one,

Lt accepted the R@porﬁ and the 26 uncritically, too. As it did secre t
procedings, npt be%ng abls to attend and cover any or to get transcripts. Com—
pare this, as + tlhink I mentioned to Dennis, with going to court to have the
C.J.3impson case S[qonn it live in W, ind that was after the préss was @ in the

proceding from the beginning with a pool arranggitp,what is the norm,

In a sense I an suggesting compartmentalizing it, That way yo?éan do a
conpartmient ond lpy il aside and do angther, etc. until you have pretty much of
it written. ‘ou-s=2 both have oiher thing: talking uF your time and leeping you
from bein: on this constantly. That makes me think that doing it in chunks you
can pretty much clean up as you go can be i best a/og;roach for you.
£ believe theve is neothin: arcane or cuz‘;lplic;qteq/in the legal/evidentiary
vatters L mention above and — believe tha® ﬁil.‘;, who has always been very helpful
and very w.uliing to be, will help you oun it and anything elge like it. Difto for
his uife betsy on medical pecords. She is a recopnized expert in the fﬂeld.

It will talke time hnd it will not be as difficult as it now seems but it
will be worthwhile.

Begt,



