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'Alibi witness' recants account By BOB DUDNEY 

Times Herald Washington Bureau 
WASHINGTON — A former psychi-

atric patient sheepishly recanted the as-
tonishing eyewitness story Friday that 
had made him James Earl  Ray's "deci-
sive alibi witness" in the assassination of 
the Rev. Martin Luther King. 

The only presumed corroboration of 
the confessed assassin's claim to be in a 

Memphis, Tenn., service station at the 
time of the shooting fell apart as com-
modities broker Dean Cowden admitted 
he lied about seeing Ray there. 

In an embarrassed and frequently 
amusing appearance before the House 
Select Committee on Assassinations, 
Cowden confessed he could not have 
seen Ray at the Texaco station because 
he was in Port Neches, Tex., at the time  

of the April 4, 1968, slaying in Mem-
phis. 

"The story is completely false," the 
panel was told by Cowden, who had 
been described by Ray lawyer Mark 
Lane as the "decisive alibi witness" es-
tablishing the assasin was not in the vi-
cinity of King when he was shot. He 
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