
M
obster adm

its anti-C
astro role, 

bu
t den

ies an
y plot to 'h

it' JF
K

 
B

y
 Jim

 A
d

am
s 

A
sso

cia
ted

 P
ress 

• 
• W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
 R

eputed M
afia 

boss S
anto' T

rafficante testified' yes-
terday that he took part in a C

IA
 plot 

to m
urder C

uban P
rem

ier F
idel C

as-
tro, but that he knew

 of no conspir-
acy to assassinate P

resident John F
. 

K
ennedy. 
T

rafficante, 63, described as a for-
m

er M
afia chief in T

am
pa, F

la., told 
the H

ouse S
elect C

om
m

ittee on A
s-

sassin
atio

n
s th

at h
e h

ad
 n

ev
er to

ld
 

anyone that K
ennedy w

ould be "hit." 
T

h
at co

n
flicted

 w
ith

 testim
o
n
y
 

given by Jose A
lem

an, a C
uban exile, 

w
h
o

 said
 T

raffican
te h

ad
 u

sed
 th

e 
term

 about K
ennedy during a conver-

sation in 1963, about six m
onths be-

fore K
ennedy w

as shot in D
allas. 

O
n W

ednesday, expressing fear for 
his life, A

lem
an told the com

m
ittee 

that he had changed his m
ind about 

w
h

at T
raffican

te m
ean

t an
d

 th
at h

e 
n
o
 lo

n
g
er in

terp
reted

 th
e term

 "h
it" 

to
 m

ean
 K

en
n

ed
y

 w
as m

ark
ed

 fo
r 

m
urder. 
T

rafficante testified that he did not 
use th

e w
o

rd
 at all. "I n

ev
er m

ad
e 

th
e statem

en
t th

at K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as 
g

o
in

g
 to

 g
et h

it," h
e said

. "I w
as 

sp
eak

in
g
 in

 S
p
an

ish
 an

d
 in

 S
p
an

ish
 

there is no w
ay to say that." 

"D
id you have any foreknow

ledge 
of the assassination of P

resident K
en-

nedy?" asked R
ep. L

ouis S
tokes (D

., 
C

olo.), chairm
an of the com

m
ittee. 

"A
bsolutely not," T

rafficante said. 
"N

o w
ay." 

T
raffican

te also
 testified

 th
at h

e 
never heard any m

obster, threaten to 
k
ill K

en
n
ed

y
, alth

o
u
g

h
 th

ere w
as 

anger about the K
ennedy A

dm
inistra-

tion's crackdow
n on organized crim

e. 
T

raffican
te's testim

o
n

y
 cam

e as 
th

e co
m

m
ittee en

d
ed

 its p
u

b
lic in

- 

quirt' into the m
urder of K

ennedy in 
D

allas on N
ov. 22, 1963. 

T
raffican

te, w
h
o
 o

n
ce ran

 g
am

-
bling casinos in H

avana, said he w
as 

recruited for the C
IA

 m
urder attem

pt 
ag

ain
st C

astro
 b

y
 Jo

h
n
 R

o
selli, a 

m
obster w

ho later w
as m

urdered. H
e 

said R
oselli "told m

e the C
IA

 and the 
U

. S
. g

o
v
ern

m
en

t w
as in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 

A
sso

cia
te

d
 P

re
ss 

elim
inating C

astro." 
H

is p
articip

atio
n
 in

 th
e p

lo
t w

as 
patriotic, he said, noting that he w

as 
w

orried about having a C
om

m
unist 

nation so near F
lorida. 

"It w
as lik

e in
 W

o
rld

 W
ar 

II," 
T

rafficante said. "T
hey tell you to go 

to the draft board and sign up. W
ell, 

I signed up." 

H
e said

 th
e m

o
b

sters co
n

sid
ered

 
"p

o
iso

n
, p

lan
es, an

d
 tan

k
s —

 I'm
 

telling you they talked about every-
thing." 

T
raffican

te to
ld

 th
e p

an
el th

at h
e 

thought the idea of killing C
astro w

as 
a good one at the tim

e. "H
e had: es-

tablished a C
om

m
unist base 90 m

iles 
from

 the U
nited S

tates," he said !`I 
go along w

ith it because I figured it 
w

as like a w
ar." 

T
h

e first p
ro

p
o

sal co
n

sid
ered

. b
y

 
the plotters w

as for a gangland-style 
killing of C

astro on the streets of ;H
a-

v
an

a, T
raffican

te said
. B

u
t h

e said
 

the late C
hicago crim

e boss, S
am

iG
i-

an
can

a, o
p

p
o

sed
 th

at, say
in

g
 h

ired
 

k
illers w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t tak

e th
e jo

b
 'b

e-
cause they w

ould not be able to' es-
cape. 

T
h

e m
o

b
sters settled

 fin
ally

: o
n

 
having a disgruntled C

uban official 
ad

m
in

ister p
o
iso

n
 p

ills to
 C

astro
, 

T
rafficante said. 
H

e said he did not know
 w

hat hap-
pened to t'he plot, but a 1967 cm

. re-
port says that the w

ould-be assassin 
"got cold feet" and returned the poi-
son pills. 

A
sk

ed
 ab

o
u

t rep
o

rts th
at R

o
selli 

told associates that C
astro later hired 

the sam
e m

obsters to kill K
ennedy in 

retaliatio
n
. T

raffican
te rep

lied
: "I 

have no know
ledge of that." 

L
ater, organized crim

e investigator 
R

alp
h
 S

alern
o
 to

ld
 th

e co
m

m
ittee 

th
at in

ten
siv

e F
B

I w
iretap

p
in

g
 o

f 
gangsters in the 1960s "gives no indi-
catio

n
 at all th

at th
e n

atio
n
al C

o
sa 

N
ostra directed or w

as involved- In 
th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 o

f P
re

sid
e
n
t 

K
ennedy." 
S

alerno said that this did not rule 
out the possibility of involvem

ent in 
th

e assassin
atio

n
. b

y
 an

 
individual 

M
afia fam

ily. 

S
an

to, T
raffican

te listen
in

g
 to

 atto
rn

ey
 H

en
ry

 G
o
n
zalez 


