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As the House Assassinations Com-
mittee wound up publi¢ hearings.on
the John F. Kennedy phase of-its
mvesngatxon it was told by its com-
mittee counsel that the question of
organizéd crime’s involvement in the
murder of a president was still an
open one.

Nothing that has been uncovered
excludes it, counsel G. Robert Blakey
said yesterday, and much that is new
points to it. Blakey said organized
crime had the motive, the oppor-
tunity and the means to involve itself
in the plot to assassinate Kennedy
and that the possibility can be nei-
ther dismissed nor established.

.But in a closing soliloquy, Commit-
tee Chairman Louis Stokes, D-Ohio,
cautioned the public on what it
makes of conspiracy theories, noting
{hat conspiracy is founded on associ-
ation, but more than association is
required to establish a conspiracy.
Stokes said the committee may find,
‘as the Warren Commission did but
for different reasons, that Kennedy
died by the hand of a lone assassin.

The remarks of the committee
counsel and its chairman came after
the panel heard Mafia leader Santo
Trafficante claim he only acted as an
interpreter in a meeting with a
Cuban exile in which Kennedy’s fu-
ture was mentioned. It then heard an
orgamzed crime expert testify he
found it incredible than a leading
Cosa Nostra figure such as Traf-
ficante would be acting in such a
minor role in the contact.

. ORGANIZED CRIME expert
Ralph Salerno yesterday told the
committee it would be naive to ac-
cept Trafficante’s testimony at face
value.

Trafficante testlfled both about a
meeting with exile Jose Aleman and
meetings with gangland flgures John
Roselli and Sam Giancana in the
CIA-Cosa Nostra plot to kill Commu-
nist Cuban leader Fidel Castro.

Testifying on the 17th and final day
of this series of public hearings on
the murder of Kennedy in Dallas on
Nov. 22, 1963, Salerno told the parel,
“1 beheve John Roselli got the first
approach and would not have worked
with the CIA on the Castro plot with-
out the permission of his superior,
Sam Giancana. I believe Giancana
approved it and then approached:his
ﬁeer Mr. Traffncante and asked for

is cooperation.”

./He.said Trafficante ranked so high
m ‘the Cosa Nostra hierarchy that he
never would have served as a mere
interpreter between the Amencan
and Cuban: plotters 2 ;

Friday, September 29, 1978

"The Washmgton Star A7

.Stokes told the commuattee that, al-
though the. Kennedy. public, he;
have concluded, except for p S
one or two yet unscheduled days of
additional hearings, all of the ¢
dence is not yet in. "

“l RECOGNIZE there have: been
loose ends in our hearings,” Stokes
said. “Most of them we hope it
able to-tie down in our final ort.
‘But life itself contains loose ends.

f' He said 59 witnesses appeare:
ore

he committee on the Ken
d well over 500 exhibits
e record. Investigators I
ips to. 564 places and wil
rviews totaled more than 1 54
es said 75 witnesses were
n executive session, 41 of
ere immunized. More than
es from government agencies
e reviewed, including the FBI file
Lee Harvey Oswald which alone
sists of 238 volumes.
. 'Salerno, a veteran investigator of
organized crime with the New York
‘Pohce Department and an expert on
‘Cosa Nostra, said Traffic

explam his role in organized cr:
There is no way Trafficante w
have acted as an interpreter, ¢
ering liis high rank as Mafia bos
southern Florida, for the Cuban
spirators or his fellow mobs
Roselli and Giancana. :
Salerno explained in great ¢
>  mob’s national organization

bemg a labor consultant “Ga
doesn’t know the difference betw,

no. testified. But that is
ays the Mafia operates its
n s on a.scale like that of U.S. Steel‘
in” narcotics, labor racketeermg,
prostxtutlon and gambling, he said.
.He said that it was possible but un-
likely that the late Jack Ruby, who
shot Lee Harvey Oswald to death,
would have been used by La Ces'a
Nostra' to do-anything important for-

ablep
“Jack Ruby would not have ,
a pimple on the back of an orgai
crime figure’s neck,” SaIerno
fied. “‘But my professxonal opini
that there is no evidence that the
tional commission of the Cosa
directed or approved the assa
tion of President Kennedy.”
It is always possible, he con d
that some leaders might
ordered Kennedy's death;

'0 THIS DAY, he saxd authqrmes
do not know why Roselli and Gian-
cana’ were murdered, but it may.

‘the CIA or some internal’: ma’t—‘

i m

‘The frail, 63-year-old Trafflcante,
with immunity from prosecution fur-
nished on an order from federal
Judge Oliver Gasch, would most
likely- never -have dealt personally
with any decision to v1olqntly ehmxo
nate Castroor anybody else.’ 3




