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Inform
ant T

old F
SI In 1973 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 T
he F

ederal B
ureau 

o
f In

v
estig

atio
n

 receiv
ed

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 in

 
1973 that R

ussell G
. B

yers, a form
er auto 

p
arts d

ealer an
d
 p

o
lice ch

araC
ter from

 
R

ock H
ill, M

o., knew
 w

ho "m
ade the 

payoff of Jam
es E

arl R
ay" after the as-

sassin
atio

n
 o

f th
e R

ev
. D

r. M
artin

 
L

uther K
ing Jr. 

B
y
e
rs' a

c
c
u
sa

tio
n
, re

p
o
rte

d
 b

y
 a

n
 

in
fo

rm
an

t. is co
n

tain
ed

 in
 an

 in
tern

al S
t. 

L
o

u
is F

B
I o

ffice m
em

o
ran

d
u

m
 m

ad
e 

av
ailab

le W
ed

n
esd

ay
 to

 th
e P

o
st-D

is-
.a:.:n

 ..n
ier to

e F
ree,:io

m
 

?c: 

	

t-,t,m
..ranclum

.. 	
,..en

t an
- 

noi iced for four years in the w
rong file in 

S
t. L

o
u

is, d
o

es n
o

t g
iv

e th
e n

am
e o

f th
e 

m
an identified by B

yers. B
ut it describes 

th
e m

an
 as "a sh

o
rt, sto

ck
y
 m

an
 w

h
o
 

w
alked w

ith a lim
p.-

 
T

h
is d

escrip
tion

, several sou
rces h

ave -
to

ld
 th

e P
o
st-D

isp
a
tch

, fits S
o
h

n
 R

. 
K

au
ffm

an
n

, a on
e-tim

e stock
b

rok
er O

f 
Im

p
erial, M

o. B
yers has reportedly told

-  
investigators for the H

ouse A
ssassina=

 - 
dons C

om
m

ittee .that 
K

au
ffm

an
n

 an
d

 
Joh

n
 H

. S
u

th
erlan

d
,- b

oth
 n

ow
 d

ead
; 

asked B
yers to arran

g
e K

ing's m
urder. 

B
yers refused to com

m
ent on the FB

L
. 

m
em

o w
hen reached at his R

ock 
h
o
m

e W
ed

n
esd

ay
 n

ig
h
t. H

e said
 th

e 
H

ouse com
m

ittee had asked him
 not-tfr] 

m
ake public statem

ents .:s  
B

yars w
as keenly.intsfed hoW

evese?' 
in

 th
e new

 disclosures: 	
carefitli 

analy;eci ttie'4,66gy‘of.-  th
e F

liV
rrte 

released W
edneaday: A

nd, w
hile 

m
ing a tupe,7  he readr:througti 

	

=
 Y

orrL
lines 'S

tory about 	
inenta.."-

  
.  

legati 

,In
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 fo

r th
is sto

ry w
a
s 

p
ro

vid
ed

 b
y P

a
u

l W
a

g
m

a
n

, R
obert 

A
d
a
m

s, G
era

ld
 M

. B
o
yd

, W
illia

m
 

F
reivo

g
el a

n
d
 J. P

u
litzer. a

ll o
f th

e 
P

ost-D
ispatch staff.. 

A
ll n

a
m

e
s b

u
t th

a
t o

f B
y
e
rs w

e
re

 
d

eleted
 fro

m
 th

e 7
3

1
 m

em
o

ran
d

u
m

 b
y

 
th

e
 F

re
e
d
o
m

 if in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 P

riv
a
c
y
 

A
c
ts B

ra
n
c
h
. B

u
t th

e
 m

e
m

o
ra

n
d
u
m

 
am

o
n
g
 B

y
ers an

d
 

tw
o

 m
en

 :n
 	

sa
id

' h
 -h

a
d
 

-ither $10,000 or S20,1.)00 to 
kill K

ing." 
S

o
u
rces h

av
e to

ld
 th

e P
o
st-b

iscatC
h• 

th
at B

y
ers to

ld
 H

o
u
se in

v
estig

ato
rs M

at 
K

au
ffm

an
n
 an

d
 S

u
th

erlan
d
, a p

aten
t 

 
law

yer, also from
 Im

perial, asked him
 to 

.arrange K
ing's m

urder. 

T
h

e. m
em

oran
d

u
m

, d
ated

 M
arch

 11},. 
1974, w

as w
ritten by a St: L

ouis agent of _- 
th

e -F
B

I on the basis _o_finforknation,:, 
supplied by:a 	

t
 

n inform
an 	

• - 
"In the fall of 1973," the m

em
orandtim

 
reads, "B

eyers (the nam
e is consistent 

m
isspelled in the m

em
o) talked f 

about him
self and his business, and 

later w
ent to .(short deletion;  ,by F.  

'w
here B

eyers told a story abont visit  

a
 la

w
y

e
r in

 S
t. L

o
u

is. C
o

u
n

ty
, n

o
w

 
deceased, not further identified. w

ho had 
o

ffered
 to

 g
iv

e h
im

 a co
n

tract to
 'k

ill 
M

artin
 L

u
th

er .K
in

g
. H

e said
 th

at also
 

p
resen

t w
as a sh

o
rt. sto

ck
y
 m

an
, w

h
o
 

w
alked w

ith a lim
p." 

D
isp

atch
 tn

at t-tau
ffh

talin
 A

ils sh
o

rt. 
o

v
erw

eig
h

t an
d

 w
alk

ed
 w

ith
 a m

ark
ed

 
lim

p after being injured in an autom
obile 

a
c
c
id

e
n
t se

v
e
ra

l y
e
a
rs p

rio
r to

 th
e
 

events described by B
yers. 

' O
n

e so
u

rce said
 th

at accid
en

t also
 

seem
ed to have im

paired K
auffm

ann 

m
en

tally
. "H

e w
as a co

m
p

letely
 d

iffer4
-
  

ent m
an after that" In fact, w

hea 
fm

an
n
 w

as arrested
 in

 1967 for S
e
t 

500,000 am
p

h
etam

in
e p

ills to a fed
eral, 

ag
en

t h
e ask

ed
 h

is attorn
ey if h

e cou
ld

\  
p

lead
 in

n
ocen

t b
y reason

 9t insanity, thio.','.; 
so

u
rce said

. T
h
at id

ea w
aL

ab
an

d
o
n
 

how
ever, and K

auffm
ann w

as convict 
K

au
ffm

an
n
. a sto

ck
b
ro

k
er an

d
 b

u
sin

ess ,  
m

an, died m
 1973. 

H
is w

ife B
eu

lah
 G

. K
auffm

ann testi-
fied fo

r ab
o
u
t th

ree h
o
u
rs last w

eek
 b

e- 
1 	

to
e r. 

toe attE
-gattdo that a "short. stc,,L

K
y m

an, 
N

h
o

 w
alk

ed
 w

ith
 a tn

p
, ' h

ad
 p

aid
 o

ff 
R

ay
, th

e P
o

st-D
isp

atch
 w

as to
td

.•b
y

 •a 
so

u
rce fam

iliar w
ith

 h
er in

terro
g
atio

n
. 

M
rs. K

au
ffm

an
n

 refu
sed

 to
 d

iscu
ss th

e 

See B
Y

E
R

S, Page 8 

. 	
T

he m
em

orandum
 then continues w

ith 
this sentence, enclosed in parentheses: 

":L
a
te

r. w
ith

 re
g
a
rd

 to
 th

e
 :a

tte
r 

B
e
y
e
rs -

-n
rsten

ted
 th

at th
is 

m
an

 w
as actu

ally
 to

e in
d

iv
id

u
al w

h
o

 
m

ade the payoff 	
arnes 	

P
ay

 after 
toe 
	

r 
 



8
A

 
T

h
u

rs., A
u

g
u

st 3
, 1

9
7

8
 

ST. LO
UIS PO

ST-DISPATCH 

B
yers 

• 
F

R
O

M
 P

A
G

E
 O

N
E

 
m

atter, h
an

g
in

g
 u

p
 o

n
 a rep

o
rter 

W
ednesday night. 
T

he m
em

orandum
 largely jibes w

ith 
an account B

yers gave about the sam
e 

tim
e to a reputable St. L

ouisan. 
In

 ab
o

u
t 1

9
7
4

, :h
e S

t. L
o

u
isan

 to
ld

 th
e 

sp
a
tc

h
, 3

y
e
rs.o

ld
 h

im
 th

a
t a

 
stockbroker w

ho had lost his license w
as 

in
v

o
lv

ed
 in

 o
fferin

g
 B

y
ers $50,000 for.  

K
ing's m

urder. T
he stockbroker appar-

ently w
as K

auffm
ann. 

T
h
e $

5
0

,0
0

0
 fig

u
re d

iffers fro
m

 th
e 

$10,000 to $20,000 figure cited in the FE
 

m
em

o. B
yers said he never'intended to 

go through w
ith the plot, but follow

ed-
along for aw

hile out of curiosity. 

:B
yers allegations-have led inveS

tiga-
tfrs to speculate that his brother-in-laW

, 
John P

aul S
pica, m

ight have conveyed 
v
io

rd
 o

f th
e b

o
u
n
ty

 to
 R

ay
 at th

e 
M

issouri P
enitentiary, w

here both w
ere 

serv
in

g
 sen

ten
ces at th

e tim
e o

f th
e 

i •
 

	offer in late 1966 or early 1.967. 
Spica, w

honow
 runs a fruit stand in SL

 
_is, has denied having any detilin*:! 

w
ith

.
 

 

..t
t
e
e
, 

tak
in

g
 B

y
ers' sto

ry
. O

n
e co

m
m

ittee 
source told the P

ost-D
ispatch that the 

panel is undecided. 
"W

e're just w
orking on it," the source 

said. -
W

e haven't com
e to any conclu-

sions as to now
 seriously to take it." 

T
he 

::Z.1.17:02 
rio

ted
, h

o
w

ev
er, th

at th
e 

- in
te

n
sity

 o
f th

e
 c

o
m

m
itte

e
's e

ffo
rts 

show
s that the panel considers the story 

w
ell w

orth investigation. 
"C

ertain things appear to corroborate 
th

e sto
ry

," th
e so

u
rce said

, w
ith

o
u

t 
elaborating. "B

ut at this point,. w
e're 

just follow
ing up all angles ... B

asically, 
w

e take anything like this seriously until,  
w

e prove.otherivise?• 	
. 

B
yers' allegations have focused W

en-. 
tio

n
 o

n
 K

ati/im
am

 an
d

 S
u

th
erlati4

 
w

hose nam
es had not been m

entioned
 

publicly in connection w
ith the K

ing case 
until last 'w

eek. 
T

he FBI m
eniorandiam

 w
ent unnoti 

by investigators looking into king!' 
assassination for folif years becausel 
w

as filed under B
yers' nam

e and not 
cross-referenced. It W

as uncovered fish 
M

areh w
heni avestigators w

ere re 
'C

O
oneett.on w

i 

theft of statues from
 the S

t. L
ouis A

rt 
M

useum
 earlier this year. 

B
yers is described in the m

em
oran-

dum
 as a "very treacherous guy." T

he 
descriotion anoarentiv 

flam
e fro

m
 art 

a
sso

c
ia

te
 o

f b
e
 F

B
I in

fo
rm

a
n

t, w
h

o
 

,:autionen 	
.n

fo
rm

an
t • 

h
am

 if he w
anted to stay out of trouble." 

O
ne of the investigators on the staff of 

the H
ouse com

m
ittee w

as the federal 
drug agent w

ho 11 years ago led the 
investigation into K

auffm
ann's illegal 

sale of am
phetam

ines. K
auffm

ann w
as 

convicted in 1967. 
T

he investigator H
arold D

. L
eap, has 

been on the com
m

ittee staff since ,  last.:  
year. T

hat indicates that he w
as not just 

hired to f011ow
- up on thicK

auffm
an 

angle; w
hich w

as disclosed to the com
-

m
ittee in M

arch_ 

W
hile heading-the successful effort 

prosecute K
auffm

aint and seven L
I* 

defendants,. L
ea*, w

a
s w

ounded 
shooting on a country road in S

t: L
aub*: 

A
 w

ell-placed source said drug agents! 
suspected one of K

auffm
ann's co-defen- ' 

dents, but 
n
o
 e

v
id

e
n
c
e
 ia

s developed 
linking any co-defendant to the shooting. 

In
 a

d
d
ito

n
 A

u
.) Jt. _

o
u
is. C

o
u
n
ty

 
„o

lice•rn
en

 v
h
o
 	

7ney 
an

d
 fed

eral d
ru

g
 ag

en
ts .ad

 questioned 
the authenticity of L

eap's story. 

L
eap

 to
ld

 co
u
n
ty

 p
o
lice th

at a car 
blocked his path on S

ulphur S
prings 

R
oad on his w

ay back hom
e after a late 

night m
eeting S

ept. 22, 1967, w
ith the 

inform
ant, w

ho had helped m
ake the 

case against K
auffm

ann. T
he inform

ant,. 
D

allas B
arr, had taken active part in .  

K
auffinana's illegal am

phetam
ine opera. 

L
ean said he struggled outside his car 

w
ith tw

o m
en from

 the other car before 
being snot in the head by his ow

n pistol. 
The w

ound w
as superficial ant he soon 

regained crosciO
usness, 	

't 

L
eap refused:.to com

m
ent O

a hIS w
ork 

w
ith the asr?essihatO

ns 
shooting., 	

- 


