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an

 S
ays H

e W
as A

p
p

roach
ed

 T
o K

ill M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 (A

P
) —

 A
 S

t. L
o

u
is 

m
an

 testified
 u

n
d
er o

ath
 to

d
ay

 th
at h

e 
rejected a $50,000 offer 
fro

m
 a S

t. L
o
u
is law

-
y
er, n

o
w

 d
ead

, to
 "ei-

th
e
r a

rra
n

g
e
 o

r k
ill 

M
artin L

uther K
ing." 

R
u
s
s
e
ll G

e
o
rg

e
 

B
y
ers to

ld
 th

e H
o
u
se 

A
ssassin

atio
n

s C
o

m
-

m
itte

e
 th

a
t th

e
 la

te
 

Jo
h
n
 S

u
th

erlan
d
, a S

t. 
L

o
u

is p
a
te

n
t la

w
y

e
r, 

m
ad

e th
e o

ffer in
 late 

1
9
6
6
 o

r early
 1

9
6
7
 an

d
 

indicated the m
oney w

ould com
e from

 "a 
secret S

o
u

th
ern

 o
rg

an
izatio

n
." 

A
 co

m
m

ittee w
as ex

p
ected

 to
 h

ear a 
staff rep

o
rt later to

d
ay

 w
h
ich

 co
n
clu

d
es 

th
at in

v
estig

ato
rs h

av
e fo

u
n

d
 n

o
 d

irect 
connection betw

een the alleged offer and 
K

in
g
's assassin

atio
n
 b

u
t th

at su
ch

 a co
n
-

nection is possible. 
In

 testim
o
n
y
 y

esterd
ay

, fo
rm

er A
tty

.  

G
en

. R
am

sey
 C

lark
 said

 a "q
u
ality

 o
f 

racism
" in

 th
e late F

B
I D

irecto
r J. E

d
g
ar 

H
o
o
v
er's attitu

d
e to

w
ard

 K
in

g
 d

id
 n

o
t 

sto
p
 th

e
 b

u
re

a
u
 fro

m
 c

a
rry

in
g
 o

u
t a

 
v

ig
o

ro
u

s an
d

 th
o

ro
u

g
h

 in
v

estig
atio

n
 in

to
 

K
ing's assassination. 
"T

h
e
 F

B
I's re

p
u

ta
tio

n
 w

a
s o

n
 th

e
 

lin
e," C

lark
 said

. "F
ailu

re to
 p

erfo
rm

 
w

ould have had profound im
pact on pub-

lic confidence in the F
B

I." 
C

la
rk

 sa
id

 h
e
 g

a
v

e
 th

e
 F

B
I a

 fre
e
 

hand in setting the direction of the inves-
tig

atio
n

, ex
cep

t fo
r m

ak
in

g
 su

g
g

estio
n

s. 
an

d
 k

eep
in

g
 h

im
self in

fo
rm

ed
. H

e ad
d

ed
 

th
at th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t d

eclin
ed

 to
 

tak
e o

v
er th

e in
v

estig
atio

n
 b

ecau
se it 

w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e w
o
rsen

ed
 relatio

n
s b

etw
een

 
him

 and H
oover. 

T
h
e p

an
el h

as criticized
 b

o
th

 th
e F

B
I 

an
d

 Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t say

in
g

 th
ey

 fail-
ed

 to
 in

v
estig

ate ad
eq

u
ately

 th
e p

o
ssib

il-
ity

 o
f a co

n
sp

iracy
 in

 th
e A

p
ril 4

, 1
9
6
8
, 

assassination of K
ing. 

C
o
m

m
ittee in

v
estig

ato
rs h

av
e said

  

th
e
re

 a
re

 in
d
ic

a
tio

n
s th

e
 b

ro
th

e
rs o

f 
Jam

es E
arl R

ay
 m

ay
 h

av
e p

lay
ed

 a p
art 

in the m
urder of the civil rights leader. 

R
ay

 is serv
in

g
 a 9

9
-y

ear p
riso

n
 term

 
in

 T
en

n
essee's B

ru
sh

y
 M

o
u

n
tain

 P
riso

n
 

fo
r th

e crim
e, alth

o
u
g
h
 h

e h
as recan

ted
 a 

1969 confession to the m
urder. 

O
n
e o

f th
e b

ro
th

ers, Jo
h
n
 L

arry
 R

ay
, 

is b
ein

g
 h

eld
 in

 S
t. L

o
u

is in
 co

n
n

ectio
n

 
w

ith
 an

 ap
p
aren

t b
u
rg

lary
 attem

p
t th

ere. 
B

u
t F

ed
eral au

th
o
rities are ex

p
ected

 to
 

b
rin

g
 h

im
 to

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 later th

is w
eek

 
to testify before the assassinations panel. 

M
e
a
n
w

h
ile

, R
a
y
's o

th
e
r b

ro
th

e
r, 

Jerry
 R

ay
, said

 y
esterd

ay
 in

 M
arietta, 

G
a., "T

here definitely w
as no conspiracy. 

I d
id

n
't ev

en
 k

n
o
w

 w
h
y
 th

ey
 (th

e F
B

I) 
w

ere lo
o

k
in

g
 fo

r h
im

 (Jam
es E

arl R
ay

)." 
H

e also
 is sch

ed
u
led

 to
 testify

 b
efo

re th
e 

com
m

ittee. 

G
. R

obert B
lakey, chief counsel to the 

H
o

u
se A

ssassin
atio

n
s C

o
m

m
ittee, in

d
i- 

cated
 in

 a statem
en

t M
o

n
d

ay
 th

at th
e 

F
B

I m
ay

 h
av

e b
eco

m
e so

 p
reo

ccu
p

ied
 

w
ith

 th
e search

 fo
r Jam

es E
arl R

ay
 th

at 
it ig

n
o
red

 w
h
at h

e called
 th

e "p
o
ssib

ility
 

of a R
ay fam

ily conspiracy." 
T

hat w
as an "alm

ost inexplicable fail-
u
re

" o
n
 th

e
 p

a
rt o

f th
e
 F

B
I, h

e
 sa

id
. 

"F
am

ily
 m

em
b
ers o

f th
e su

sp
ected

 trig
-

g
erm

an
 d

eserv
ed

 at least so
m

e in
v

esti-
g
ativ

e atten
tio

n
." 

B
u
t Jerry

 R
ay

 said
 th

e F
B

I "talk
ed

 to
 

m
e
 e

v
e
ry

 d
a
y

 u
n

til th
e
y

 c
a
u

g
h

t h
im

 
(Jam

es E
arl R

ay) in L
ondon." 

H
e said

 th
e co

m
m

ittee w
as to

ld
 last 

A
u
g
u
st th

at th
e R

ay
s ro

b
b
ed

 a b
an

k
 at 

A
lton, Ill., on July 13, 1967, to finance the 

assassin
atio

n
 o

f K
in

g
, w

h
o
 w

as k
illed

 
A

pril 4, 1968. 

"I , w
ill tell th

em
 th
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e th

in
g
 I to

ld
 

th
e secret h

earin
g
s," h

e said
. "I'm
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g
 

u
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 th
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B

I file w
ith
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e. It sh

o
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s th
at 
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it sh
o

w
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n
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 th
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k
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