
D
eny R

ole In 1965 K
illing 	

kti,eut 	
ke,ss 

319,c1177 

K
in

g S
lay P

lot C
h

arges P
u

zzle E
x-C

op
s 

B
y T

IM
 W

Y
N

G
A

A
R

D
 

and C
A

R
L

 W
E

ST
 

S
cripps-H

ow
ard S

taff W
riters 

L
O

U
IS

V
IL

L
E

, K
y

. -• T
h

ey
 are al-

m
ost all in their 60s now

, graying and 
potbellied, leisurely w

orking part-tim
e 

retirem
en

t jo
b
s after lifelo

n
g
 p

o
lice 

careers. 
U

ntil last w
eek, the only excitem

ent 
in

 th
eir p

resen
t liv

es cam
e fro

m
 th

eir 
grow

ing pack of grandchildren, and the 
dependable stir caused by the arrival of 
m

onthly pension checks. 

N
ow

 they have been nam
ed as being 

involved in a 1965 plot to kill the late 
R

ev. D
r. M

artin L
uther K

ing Jr. 

T
h
ey

 q
u
ietly

 g
o
 ab

o
u
t th

eir w
o
rk

 
here, m

aintaining that they know
 noth-

ing of the charges leveled against them
 

by a form
er L

ouisville cop. 
A

nd they are searching their m
em

o-
ries.for reasons w

hy a m
an they recall 

fondly w
o

u
ld

 secretly
 accu

se th
em

 to
  

investigators for the H
ouse A

ssassina-
tions C

om
m

ittee. 

A
 dozen years after the alleged fact, 

they cannot com
e up w

ith any answ
ers, 

they said. T
hey do not know

 w
hy they 

h
av

e b
een

 n
am

ed
 o

r p
recisely

 w
h
at 

they are said to have plotted. 

B
ut slow

ly they are finding out that 
the charges of retired L

ouisville patrol-
m

an C
lifton E

. B
aird, that they offered 

h
im

 $
5
0
0
,0

0
0
 to

 k
ill D

r K
in

g
, h

av
e 

caught them
 in the rapidly closing vise 

of congressional. politics. 

B
aird

's accu
satio

n
s, co

n
tain

ed
 in

 a 
still-secret letter to the H

ouse com
m

it-
tee, are being used by m

em
bers of the 

beleagured panel as a lever to pry ap-
proval for another year's continuation 
from

 a reluctant H
ouse. 

A
p
p
ro

v
al o

f a n
ew

 b
u
d
g
et o

f $
2
.7

 
m

illion is expected tom
orrow

, follow
ing 

co
m

m
ittee leak

s o
u
tlin

in
g
 B

aird
's 

ch
arg

es an
d

 a 1
4

-p
ag

e p
relim

in
ary

 
com

m
ittee report claim

ing new
 leads in 

th
e m

u
rd

ers o
f D

r. K
in

g
 in

 1
9
6
8
 an

d
 

P
resident K

ennedy in 1963. 
T

h
e p

an
el, in

, its first rep
o

rt o
f th

e 
y

ear, n
o

ted
 th

e W
arren

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

 
co

n
clu

d
ed

 th
at L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

, 
K

ennedy's killer, and Jack R
uby, w

ho 
in

 tu
rn

 k
illed

 O
sw

ald
, d

id
 n

o
t k

n
o

w
 

each
 o

th
er. B

u
t th

e co
m

m
ittee said

 it 
has found a w

itness never before ques-
tioned w

ho claim
ed to have been intro-

d
u

ced
 to

 O
sw

ald
 b

y
 R

u
b

y
 b

efo
re th

e 
N

ov. 22, '1963 assassination. 
T

he com
m

ittee also claim
ed several 

"new
 leads" indicating that O

sw
ald w

as 
associated w

ith C
IA

-supported anti-C
as-

tro
 g

ro
u
p
s as w

ell as h
av

in
g
 co

n
n
ec-

tions w
ith the C

IA
 and F

B
I. 

S
cripps-H

ow
ard N

ew
s S

ervice has 
in

terv
iew

ed
 fo

u
r o

f th
e six

 L
o

u
isv

ille 
p

o
licem

en
 n

am
ed

 in
 B

aird
's letter —

 
a
n
d
 th

e
y
 c

a
te

g
o
ric

a
lly

 d
e
n
y
 h

is 
charges. 

O
ne of B

aird's form
er com

m
anding  

o
fficers sto

o
d
 in

 a co
u
n
ty

 co
u
rth

o
u
se 

h
allw

ay
, recallin

g
 B

aird
 w

arm
ly

, an
d

 
exploded w

hen a reporter told him
 the 

contents of the secret letter: 
"It's p

re
p
o
ste

ro
u
s," h

e
 sa

id
 o

f 
B

aird's claim
 that six local law

m
en and 

th
ree F

B
I ag

en
ts p

lan
n

ed
 to

 k
ill D

r. 
K

ing during a p
eriod

 of 
open-housing 

tension here. 
"It's so preposterous that it's ridicu-

lou
s. I ju

st can
't b

elieve it . . . H
e's 

w
rong," he said. 

A
 secon

d
, a self-d

escrib
ed

 gu
n

 fan
-

cier, w
as called aw

ay from
 a gun show

 
—

 an
d

 w
as b

itter. C
allin

g
 B

aird
's 

ch
arg

es "silly
 an

d
 stu

p
id

," th
e fo

rm
er 

detective offered to take a lie detector 
test and added: 

"If h
e's accu

sin
g

 m
e, h

e's an
 o

u
t-

anchout liar." 
A

 third, the only one of the four still 
on the L

ouisville police force, offered 
to take a lie test and said he intends to 
d

en
y

 th
e ch

arg
es u

n
d

er o
ath

 to
 th

e 
H

ouse com
m

ittee. 
A

n
o

th
er retired

 law
m

an
 —

 a ran
k

-
ing officer attached to the sam

e district 
as B

aird and the rest of the policem
en 

n
am

ed
 in

 th
e letter —

 to
o
k
 a m

o
re 

soft-spoken approach to his denials. 
"It's k

in
d

 o
f w

eird
 to

 m
e" h

e said
 

slo
w

ly
, sittin

g
 at a d

esk
 in

 h
is real es-

tate o
ffice an

d
 ru

b
b

in
g

 h
is b

ack
, in

-
jured long ago. 

"
B

u
t I really can

't h
elp

 you
. A

ll I 
k

n
ow

 ab
ou

t it is w
h

at I h
ave read

 in
 

the new
spapers." 

U
n
an

im
o
u
s in

 th
eir m

em
o
ries o

f 
B

aird
, th

ey
 recalled

 a "g
o
o
d
 co

p
 -

strong as an ox," w
ho w

as quiet on the 
job and kept to him

self w
hen off duty. 

A
nd, individually, they all raised the  

sam
e questions about B

aird's charges. 
T

h
e sam

e q
u

estio
n

s are su
re to

 co
n

-
front the H

ouse assassination com
m

it-
tee if it co

n
tin

u
es its in

v
estig

atio
n

 o
f 

the 60-year-old form
er L

ouisville law
-

m
an and other evidence. 

W
hy,' they ask, did B

aird rem
ain si-

lent about the alleged m
urder plan for 

alm
ost 12 years —

 an
d

 for tw
o years 

follow
in

g h
is retirem

en
t after an

 u
n

-
b

le
m

ish
e
d

 2
7

-y
e
a

r
 c

a
r
e
e
r
 a

s a
 

policem
an? 

W
here w

ould they —
 even w

ith the 
connivance of the F

B
I —

 have com
e up 

w
ith

 $
5

0
0

,0
0

0
 to

 p
ay

 a g
u

n
m

an
, th

ey
 

ask. A
nd, they ask, if the F

B
I w

as involv-
ed —

 w
ith all the sophisticated equip-

m
ent at its disposal —

 w
hy w

ould they 
have settled on an insignificant patrol-
m

a
n

, n
o

t h
ig

h
ly

 re
g

a
rd

e
d

 a
s a

 
m

arksm
an, as the triggerm

an? 
B

aird
, n

o
w

 a P
in

k
erto

n
's secu

rity
 

guard here, has disappeared since m
ak-

in
g
 th

e ch
arg

es. R
ep

o
rters h

av
e b

een
 

u
n

ab
le to

 fin
d

 h
im

 an
d

 co
m

m
ittee 

sources refuse to say if he is being held 
under protective custody. 

H
is w

ife, M
ary, said he is w

orking 
on an undercover assignm

ent in K
en-

tu
ck

y
, b

u
t rep

eated
 attem

p
ts to

 p
ass 

req
u
ests fo

r an
 in

terv
iew

 th
ro

u
g
h
 h

er 
have failed. 

N
ow

, p
erh

ap
s, h

e'll fin
d

 "
p

eace of 
m

ind" since m
aking the charges to the 

com
m

ittee, she said in an interview
. 

"M
y 

h
u

sb
an

d
 h

as sp
en

t m
an

y
 a 

sleep
less n

ig
h
t —

 h
e'll lie th

ere an
d
 

toss and turn, then get up and read the 
p
ap

er . H
av

in
g
 p

eace o
f m

in
d
 w

o
u
ld

 
m

ean
 a w

h
o

le lo
t to

 ev
ery

b
o

d
y

," sh
e 

said. 


