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U
nem

ploym
ent R

ate R
ises In M

issouri 

M
adison C

ounty's N
ew

 Sheriff Is T
rying 

T
o A

rrest Stigm
a O

f R
ecent Scandals 

B
y JE

R
R

I ST
R

O
U

D
 

O
f the P

ost-D
ispatch Staff 

E
m

il J. T
offant took over as M

adison 
C

o
u
n
ty

 sh
eriff in

 D
ecem

b
er, b

u
t h

e's 
still w

aiting for a badge. 
' It's o

n
 o

rd
er fro

m
 a p

o
lice su

p
p
ly

 
com

pany, a belated rem
inder that things 

are ch
an

g
in

g
 in

 th
e scan

d
al-p

lag
u
ed

 
d
ep

artm
en

t w
h
ere th

e sh
eriff u

sed
 to

 
receiv

e a d
eco

rativ
e star as a g

ift fro
m

 
political supporters or em

ployees. W
hen 

T
offant took office, he ordered his ow

n 
badge, the standard $35 m

odel. 
T

o
ffan

t, a fo
rm

er state tro
o
p
er an

d
 

p
ro

fessio
n
al b

aseb
all sco

u
t, ran

 as an
 

Independent, law
-and-order candidate to 

*
lace in

d
icted

 sh
eriff Jo

h
n
 M

aeras. 
T

offant took over a departm
ent torn by 

the scandal, in w
hich M

aeras and others 
*ere accused of collecting kickbacks on 

patens to the M
adison C

ounty D
eputy 

eriff's A
ssociation. 

;:,M
o
rale w

as ab
y
sm

al. A
n
d
 th

e n
ew

 
sh

eriff d
isco

v
ered

 th
at th

e d
ep

artm
en

t 
W

ad no specialized training for deputies, 
R

io detectives w
orking nights or holidays 

and only enough cruisers for one shift. 
H

e h
as g

iv
en

 h
im

self tw
o
 y

ears to
 

straighten things out. 
A

lread
y
 lo

cal p
o
lice d

ep
artm

en
ts, 

w
ho used to be suspicious, have started 

cooperating w
ith the sheriffs office, says 

one deputy w
ho left in disgust in 1976 but 

has returned. 
T

o
ffan

t h
as p

led
g
ed

 to
 co

o
p
erate in

 
th

e M
aeras trial, sch

ed
u
led

 to
 b

eg
in

 
F

eb. 5 in A
lton on a 21-count indictm

ent 
for racketeering and m

ail fraud. T
offant 

is try
in

g
 to

 g
et a p

atro
l car fo

r ev
ery

 

JE
F

F
E

R
S

O
N

 C
IT

Y
 (U

P
I) —

 T
h
e 

num
ber of unem

ployed persons in M
is-

souri rose by 1,900 in D
ecem

ber to 104,-
700, says the D

ivision of E
m

ploym
ent 

S
ecurity. 

T
h
e u

n
em

p
lo

y
m

en
t rate in

creased
 

one-tenth of 1 percent to 4.7 percent, said 
J.E

. D
ietrich, division director. T

he rate  

d
ep

u
ty

 an
d
 h

as started
 a train

in
g
 p

ro
-

gram
. H

e also w
ants new

 uniform
s. 

H
e h

as h
ired

 fo
rm

er P
o
lice C

h
ief 

F
red B

right of E
ast A

lton as director of 
operations and E

w
in K

nezevich, a for-
m

er deputy, as director of inform
ation. 

B
oth w

ere on a com
m

ittee of police offi-
cials w

ho urged T
offant to run. H

e w
as 

elected by an 11,000 vote m
argin. 

T
o
ffan

t, 6
4
, b

rin
g
s 3

1
 y

ears o
f law

 
enforcem

ent experience to the job. H
e 

began as a part-tim
e policem

an in M
adi-

son. In 1949, he joined the Illinois S
tate 

in D
ecem

ber 1977 w
as 5.7 percent, he 

said F
riday. 

B
u
t D

ietrich
 said

 th
e n

u
m

b
er o

f 
em

ployed persons also increased, rising 
by 21,500 during the year. T

otal em
ploy-

m
ent in D

ecem
ber w

as estim
ated at 2.1 

m
illion. 

P
o
lice an

d
 w

as d
istrict co

m
m

an
d
er in

 
E

ast S
t. L

ouis w
hen he retired 25 years 

later. 
H

e only w
ent as far as eighth-grade in 

school, but is a 1959 graduate of the F
B

I 
A

cadem
y. 

T
offant turned dow

n a m
inor league 

baseball career in the 1930s because he 
needed to support his w

idow
ed m

other in 
M

adison. A
fter he retired from

 the S
tate 

P
olice in 1974, he w

ent back to baseball 
career as a sco

u
t fo

r th
e C

in
cin

n
ati 

R
eds. 
"P

ete R
ose got m

e the job," he says, 
launching into a favorite topic. H

e has 
definite opinions about the future of the 
R

eds w
ithout m

anager S
parky A

nderson 
but w

on't disclose them
 on the record. 

H
e w

ants to keep scouting. 

H
e says he has no such w

orries about 
the future of the S

heriff's D
epartm

ent, 
w

h
ich

 h
e so

m
etim

es d
irects fro

m
 h

is 
1974 cruiser, w

ith 60,000 m
iles on the 

odom
eter. 

"It runs good," he says. "A
nd it takes 

m
e w

here I w
ant to go." 
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