
S
o, w

ith the full cooperation of the 
M

exican governm
ent, C

IA
 W

iretaps 
w

ere installed on telephone lines go-
in

 in
to

 b
o
th

 em
b
assies, 

he C
IA

 w
as especially interested 

in
 U

.S
. citizen

s w
h
o
 m

ad
e co

n
tact 

w
ith the em

bassies. 
T

huS
, w

hen O
sw

ald show
ed up in 

M
ex

ico
 C

ity
 in

 late S
ep

tem
b
er an

d
 

telephoned the R
ussian em

bassy, his 
conversation w

as picked up from
 the 

w
iretap

. A
 tran

scrip
t w

as m
ad

e an
d
 

circu
lated

 in
 th

e C
IA

 o
ffices in

 th
e 

A
m

erican em
bassy in M

exico C
ity. 

T
h
e statio

n
 ch

ief at th
at tim

e w
as 

th
e lateU

is,to
s.ja„,_

S
co

tt, w
h
o
 p

er-
sonally re-V

iew
ed, all transcripts em

a-
nating from

 w
iretaps on S

oviet bloc 
installations. 

T
he O

sw
ald transcript; according to 

a C
IA

 tran
slato

r' w
h
o
 w

o
rk

ed
 w

ith
 

S
co

tt, aro
u
sed

 a lo
t o

f in
terest. 

"T
hey usually picked up the trans-

crip
ts th

e n
ex

t d
ay

," h
e said

. "T
h
is 

they w
anted right aw

ay." 
W

h
at th

at tran
scrip

t co
n
tain

ed
 is 

a m
atter of som

e dispute, and the C
IA

 
say

s it,  ro
u
tin

ely
 d

estro
y
ed

 th
e tap

e 
b
efo

re th
e assassin

atio
n
. B

u
t so

m
e 

See O
SW

A
L

D
, A

7, C
ol. 1 

L
E

E
 H

A
R

V
E

Y
 O

SW
A

L
D

 
... telephoned S

oviet em
bassy 

'C
IA

 W
ith

h
eld D

etails ©
n

 ()sw
ede C

all 
B

y R
onald K

essler 	
tran

scrip
t to

 eith
er th

e F
B

I o
r th

e 
W

ash
in

g
to

n
 P

o
st S

taff W
riter 	

W
arren C

om
m

ission. 

	

In
 late S

ep
tem

b
er, 1

9
6
3
—

eig
h
t 	

In
stead

, th
e C

IA
 g

av
e th

e F
B

I in
 

w
eek

s b
efo

re th
e assassin

atio
n
 o

f 	
O

ctober, 1963, only a brief report say- 
P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
—

L
ee H

arv
ey

 O
s- in

g
 O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 m
ad

e co
n

tact w
ith

 
w

ald telephoned the S
oviet em

bassy 	
th

e R
u
ssian

s. It g
av

e th
e W

arren
 

in
 M

ex
ico

 C
ity

 an
d
 tried

 to
 m

ak
e a 

1 , C
om

m
ission a transcript of the taped 

deal. 	
conversation but for unexplained m

a- 
In

 ex
ch

an
g
e fo

r u
n
sp

ecified
 in

fo
r . so

n
s failed

 to
 in

clu
d
e in

 th
e tran

scrip
t 

m
a
tio

n
, h

e
 w

a
n
te

d
 a

 fre
e
 trip

 to
 - 

O
sw

ald's offer of inform
ation and his 

R
ussia. 	

su
g
g
estio

n
 th

at th
e R

u
ssian

s w
o
u
ld

 

	

. T
his conversation w

as .intercepted 	
w

ant to 
p
ay

 h
is w

ay
 to

 th
e S

o
v
iet 

 
an

d
 reco

rd
ed

 b
y
 th

e C
en

tral In
tel- 	

U
nion. 

ligence A
gency at the tim

e. B
ut it w

as 	
T

he ,P
ost has also determ

ined that 
 

n
o
t th

e
n
 tu

rn
e
d
 o

v
e
r to

 th
e
 F

B
I, 	

the C
IA

, for unexplained reasons, told 

not 
w

h
ich

 h
aS

 resp
o
n
sib

ility
 fo

r in
v
est- 

th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 th

a
t it 

gating possible spies, and it w
as 

learned of m
ost of O

sw
ald's activities 

later turned over to the W
arren C

orn- 
in

 M
ex

ico
 C

ity
 o

n
ly

 after th
e assas- 

m
ission during its investigation of the 	

sin
atio

n
. T

h
e fact is, h

o
w

ev
er, th

at 
assassination. 	

the C
IA

 m
onitored and tape-recorded 

h
is co

n
v
ersatio

n
 w

ith
 b

o
th

 th
e R

u
s- 

	

T
h
e u

n
an

sw
ered

 q
u
estio

n
 is w

h
y
 	

sian arid C
uban em

bassies in M
exico 

not? 	
C

ity in the fall of 1963, before K
en- 

	

T
he existence of the C

IA
 telephone 	

nedy's death. 
intercept of O

sw
ald's conversation in 	

It w
as the C

IA
's belief that the tw

o 
M

ex
ico

 C
ity

 an
d
 th

e co
n
ten

ts o
f th

e 	
em

b
assies w

ere h
eav

ily
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 
still-secret transcript have been yeti- 	

th
e sp

y
 b

u
sin

ess an
d
 th

at, sp
ecifi- 

L
ied

 b
y
 T

h
e W

ash
in

g
to

n
 P

o
st. T

h
e 	

tally, they w
ere operational bases for 

P
o
st h

as also
 v

erified
 th

at th
e C

IA
 	

intelligence activities directed at the 
fa

ile
d
 to

 tu
rn

 o
v
e
r th

e
 c

o
m

p
le

te
 	

U
nited S

tates. 



O
S

W
A

L
D

, F
rom

 A
l 

p
e
o
p
le

 w
h
o
 sa

w
 th

e
 tra

n
sc

rip
t o

r 
h
eard

 th
e tap

e b
efo

re th
e assassin

a-
tio

n
 recall th

at O
sW

ald
 w

as try
in

g
 to

 
m

ak
e a d

eal. 
O

n
e o

f th
em

 is D
av

id
 A

. P
h
illip

s, a 
fo

rm
er C

IA
 o

fficer, w
h
o
 n

o
w

 h
ead

s 
the A

ssociation of R
etired Intelligence 

O
fficers an

d
 is a lead

in
g
 d

efen
d
er 

o
f C

IA
 activ

ities. P
h

illip
s w

as zit-
H

o
n
ed

 in
 M

ex
ico

 C
ity

 at th
e tim

e. 
T

h
e tran

scrip
t rev

ealed
, P

h
illip

s re-
called

, th
at O

sw
ald

 to
ld

 th
e S

o
v
iet 

em
b

assy
: "I h

av
e in

fo
rm

atio
n

 y
o

u
 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e in

terested
 in

, an
d

 I k
n

o
w

 
y

o
u
 can

 p
ay

 m
y
 w

ay
" to

 R
u
ssia. 

T
h
e sten

o
g
rap

h
er w

h
o
 ty

p
ed

 u
p
 th

e 
tran

scrip
t an

d
 th

e tran
slato

r w
h
o
 p

re-
p
ared

 it h
ad

 sim
ilar reco

llectio
n
s. 

"H
e said

 h
e h

ad
 so

m
e in

fo
rm

atio
n

 
to

 te
ll th

e
m

," th
e
 ty

p
ist sa

id
 in

 a
n
 

in
terv

iew
 in

 M
ex

ico
. "H

is m
ain

 co
n
-. 

cern
 w

as g
ettin

g
 to

 o
n
e o

f th
e tw

o
 

co
u
n
tries [R

u
ssia o

r C
u
b
a] an

d
 b

e 
w

an
ted

 th
em

 to
 p

ay
 fo

r it. H
e said

 
h
e h

ad
 to

 m
eet th

em
." 

T
h

e W
arren

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

 later co
n

-
clu

d
ed

 th
e R

u
ssian

s an
d
 C

u
b
an

s w
ere 

n
o
t m

u
ch

 im
p
ressed

 b
y
 O

sw
ald

. T
h
is 

v
iew

 is su
p
p
o
rted

 b
y
 S

y
lv

ia D
u
ran

, 
a M

ex
ican

 citizen
 w

h
o
 w

o
rk

ed
 in

 th
e 

C
u
b
an

 em
b
assy

 at th
e tim

e o
f O

s-
w

ald
's •v

isit. S
h

e talk
ed

 to
 O

sw
ald

 o
n

 
S

ep
t. 2

7
, 1

9
6

3
, an

d
 recalls th

e m
eet-

in
g

 in
 so

m
e d

etail. 
In

 a jo
in

t in
terv

iew
 in

 M
ex

ico
 C

ity
 

w
ith

 th
is rep

o
rter an

d
 P

o
st sp

ecial 
correspondent M

arlise S
im

ons, D
uran 

said
 O

sw
ald

 to
ld

 h
er th

at h
e w

an
ted

 
to

 trav
el! to

 C
u
b
a an

d
 R

u
ssia an

d
 d

is-
p

lay
ed

 d
o

cu
m

en
ts to

 sh
o

w
 m

e h
e w

as 
a "frien

d
" o

f th
e C

u
b
an

 rev
o
lu

tio
n
. 

A
m

o
n
g
 o

th
er th

in
g
s, h

e claim
ed

 to
 b

e 
a m

em
b
er o

f th
e A

m
erican

 C
o
m

m
u
-

n
ist P

arty
. 

D
u

ran
 S

aid
 sh

e in
fo

rm
ed

 O
sw

ald
 

th
at in

 o
rd

er to
 trav

el to
 R

u
ssia h

e 
w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e to
 o

b
tain

 p
erm

issio
n
 fro

m
 

th
e S

o
v
iets. O

sw
ald

 w
en

t o
ff an

d
 re-

tu
rn

e
d

 la
te

r in
 th

e
 d

a
y

 to
 in

fo
rm

 
D

u
ran

 th
at h

e h
ad

 o
b
tain

ed
 th

e n
ec-

essary
 p

erm
issio

n
. D

u
ran

 said
 sh

e 
called

 th
e S

o
v

iet em
b

assy
 an

d
 w

as 
e to

ld
 O

sw
ald

's ap
p
licatio

n
 fo

r a v
isa 

w
o

u
ld

 tak
e th

ree to
 fo

u
r m

o
n

th
s to

 
process. Inform

ed of this, D
u
ran

 said
, 

O
sw

a
ld

 "g
o

t re
a
lly

 a
n

g
ry

 a
n

d
 re

d
. 

H
e w

as g
esticu

latin
g
." D

u
ran

 said
 sh

e 
h
ad

 to
 call fo

r h
elp

 fro
m

 th
e C

u
b

an
 

co
n
su

l w
h
o
 g

o
t in

to
 a sh

o
u
tin

g
 m

atch
 

w
ith

 O
sw

ald
 an

d
 to

ld
 h

im
 to

 g
et o

u
t. 

D
u
ran

 said
 sh

e n
ev

er saw
 h

im
 ag

ain
. 

H
ow

ever, D
uran's story covered only 

th
e
 first d

a
y

 o
f O

sw
a
ld

's fiv
e
-d

a
y

 
stay

 in
 M

ex
ico

 C
ity

. O
sw

ald
 later re-

fe
rre

d
 in

 a
 le

tte
r to

 "m
e
e
tin

g
s" h

e
 

h
ad

 in
 th

e S
o
v
iet E

m
b
assy

. 
H

o
w

 in
terested

 th
e C

IA
. w

as 
Sri 

O
sw

ald
's d

ealin
g
s w

ith
 th

e tw
o
 em

-
b

assies is u
n

certain
. 

T
h
e tran

slato
r an

d
 ty

p
ist w

h
o
 h

an
-

d
led

 th
e tran

scrip
t o

f th
e in

tercep
ted

 
co

n
v
ersatio

n
 recalled

 th
at th

e lev
el 

of 
interest 

w
as h

ig
h
. B

u
t th

e ,  C
IA

's 
o
w

n
 actio

n
s lead

 to
 a d

ifferen
t co

n
-

clusion. 
T

h
e ag

en
cy

 w
aited

 u
n

til O
ct. 1

0
, 

1
9

6
3

, to
 n

o
tify

 th
e F

B
I o

f O
sw

ald
's 

a
c
tiv

itie
s. A

n
d
 its te

le
ty

p
e
d
 re

p
o
rt 

m
ad

e n
o

 m
en

tio
n

 o
f O

sw
ald

's o
ffer 

o
f in

fo
rm

atio
n
 in

 ex
ch

an
g
e fo

r a -free 
trip

 to
 R

u
ssia

 o
r o

f h
is a

tte
m

p
ts to

 
trav

el to
 C

u
b
a an

d
 R

u
ssia. "O

n
 O

c-
to

b
er 1

, 1
9

6
3

," th
e telety

p
e m

essag
e 

said
, "a reliab

le an
d

 sen
sitiv

e so
u

rce 
in

 M
ex

ico
 rep

o
rted

 th
at an

 A
m

erican
 

m
ale, w

h
o

 id
en

tified
 h

im
self as L

ee 
O

sw
ald, contacted the S

oviet E
m

bassy 
in

 M
e
x

ic
o

 C
ity

 in
q

u
irin

g
 w

h
e
th

e
r 

th
e em

b
assy

 h
ad

 receiv
ed

 an
y

 n
ew

s 
concerning a telegram

 w
hich had been 

sen
t to

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
." 

T
h

at w
as strictly

 a ro
u

tin
e h

an
d

lin
g

 
o
f th

e
 m

a
tte

r, a
n
d
 sim

ila
r to

 th
e
 

stan
d
ard

 rep
o
rts m

ad
e to

 th
e F

B
I at 

th
at tim

e o
n
 o

th
er co

n
tacts w

ith
 th

e 
co

m
m

u
n
ists b

y
 A

m
erican

 citizen
s in

 
M

exico. 
E

v
en

 after K
en

n
ed

y
's assassin

atio
n
; 

th
e
 C

IA
 fa

ile
d

 to
 tu

rn
 o

v
e
r to

 th
e
 

W
arren

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

 th
e fu

ll tran
s. 

crip
t o

f th
e telep

h
o
n
e in

tercep
t it h

ad
 

m
ad

e in
 M

ex
ico

 C
ity

. O
sw

ald
's o

ffer 
o

f in
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 th
e R

u
ssian

s in
 ex

-
ch

an
g
e fo

r p
assag

e w
as o

m
itted

 fro
m

 
th

e trasn
crip

t, an
d
 th

e C
IA

 claim
ed

 
it d

id
 n

o
t k

n
o
w

 o
f m

o
st o

f O
sw

ald
's 

activ
ities in

 M
ex

ico
 C

ity
 u

n
til after 

th
e assassin

atio
n
. 

T
h
e sig

n
ifican

ce o
f th

e C
IA

 actio
n
s 

is d
ifficu

lt to
 assess. T

h
e F

B
I in

 th
e 

fall o
f 1

9
6

3
 w

as alread
y

 sh
o

w
in

g
 in

-
, 

te
rm

itte
n

t in
te

re
st in

 O
sw

a
ld

 a
n

d
 

m
ig

h
t o

r m
ig

h
t n

o
t h

av
e in

ten
sified

 
th

a
t in

te
re

st if it h
a
d

 b
e
e
n

 to
ld

 a
 

O
sw

ald's conversations. 
W

hether the new
 inform

ation w
ould 

h
av

e affected
 th

e W
arren

 C
o

m
m

is-
sio

n
's d

elib
eratio

n
s is also

 an
 o

p
en

 
q
u
estio

n
. T

h
e co

m
m

issio
n
 in

v
esti-

g
ated

 th
e p

o
ssib

ility
 o

f a fo
reig

n
 co

n
-

spiracy. and conducted.,  th
ere w

as n
o

 
ev

id
en

ce to
 'S

h
o
w

 O
sw

ald
 acted

 o
n
 

b
eh

alf o
f a fb

reig
n
. p

o
w

er. 
N

ev
erth

eless, th
ere is y

et n
o

 ex
-

p
lan

atio
n

 fo
r th

e C
IA

's h
an

d
lin

g
 o

f 
O

sw
ald

's co
n

v
ersatio

n
s. T

h
ey

 C
IA

 to
 

d
a
y
 re

fu
se

s to
.  co

m
m

en
t. say

in
g

 it 
w

ould not b
e ap

p
ro

p
riate in

 th
e lig

h
t 

o
f an

 im
p

en
d

in
g-Investigation

-b
y
 th

e 
H

o
u

se S
elect „co

m
m

ittee o
n

 A
ssas-

sinations.-- 
''w

h
en

 ask
ed

 if th
ey

 co
u
ld

. ex
p
lain

 
th

e' ag
en

cy
'S

" actio
n
s,.so

m
e C

IA
 o

f-
ficers statio

n
ed

 at th
e tlin

e in
 M

ex
ico

.  
C

ity
 said

 th
e C

IA
 m

ay
. h

av
e h

ad
 a 

re
la

tio
n

sh
ip

 w
ith

 .0
.Sw

ald 
that 

it 
so

u
g
h
t to

 co
n
ceal. ,T

h
e.' C

IA
 h

as d
e-

n
ied

 th
is. 

D
av

id
 W

. B
elin

, .w
h

o
 w

as an
 as- 

sistan
t co

u
n
sel to

 ihe 
	

W
arren

 C
o
m

- 
m

issio
n
 an

d
 later ex

ecu
tiv

e d
irecto

r 
of the R

ockefeller com
m

ission's probe 
o

f th
e C

IA
, said

 th
at if th

e W
arren

 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
 h

ad
 k

n
o
w

n
 o

f O
sw

ald
's 

co
n
v
ersatio

n
s an

d
 o

th
er n

ew
 in

fo
r-

m
atio

n
, it w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e b

een
 less su

re 
th

at th
e assassin

atio
n

 w
as n

o
t p

art 
o

f a fo
reig

n
 co

n
sp

iracy
. 

S
en

. R
ich

ard
 S

. S
ch

w
eik

er (R
-P

a.), 
w

h
o

 led
 th

e S
en

ate in
tellig

en
ce co

m
-

m
ittee's p

ro
b
e o

f th
e assassin

atio
n
, 

said
 th

at in
v
estig

atio
n
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
ta

k
e
n
 o

n
 a

n
 "e

n
tire

ly
 d

iffe
re

n
t d

i-
rectio

n
 an

d
 p

ersp
ectiv

e" if th
e co

m
-

m
ittee h

ad
 b

een
 aw

are o
f O

sw
ald

's 
conversations. 	

• 
In

 in
terv

iew
s w

ith
 T

h
e P

o
st, B

elin
, 

w
ho docum

ented the C
IA

 plots ag
ain

st 
C

astro
 in

 h
is cap

acity
 as ex

ecu
tiv

e 
d
irecto

r o
f th

e R
o
ck

efeller co
m

m
is-

sio
n
, rev

ealed
. th

e C
IA

 also
 d

id
 n

o
t 

te
ll th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 o

f a
 

rep
o
rt fro

m
 an

 alleg
ed

 w
itn

ess to
 a 

m
eetin

g
 in

 M
ex

ico
 C

ity
 b

etw
een

 O
s-

, w
ald

 an
d
 C

u
b
an

 in
tellig

en
ce ag

en
ts. 

A
t th

e tim
e, C

u
b
an

' ag
en

ts co
o
rd

i-
n

ated
 th

eir m
o

re im
p

o
rtan

t activ
ities  

w
ith

 ag
en

ts o
f th

e K
G

B
, th

e S
o

v
iet 

in
tellig

en
ce serv

ice. 
B

elin
 called

 o
n

 th
e C

IA
 to

 m
ak

e 
fu

ll d
isclo

su
re o

f its k
n
o
w

led
g
e o

f 
O

sw
a
ld

 a
n
d
 h

is c
o
n
ta

c
ts w

ith
 th

e
 

C
u

b
an

s an
d

 R
u

ssian
s. 

B
elin

, a stau
n
ch

 d
efen

d
er o

f th
e 

W
arren C

om
m

ission's conclusion that 
O

sw
ald

 w
as th

e lo
n

e assassin
 w

h
o

 
k

illed
 K

en
n

ed
y

, said
 h

e reco
g

n
izes 

th
e C

IA
's co

n
cern

 ab
o
u
t d

isclo
sin

g
 

secret so
u
rces an

d
 in

tellig
en

ce tech
-

n
iq

u
e
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