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- DALLAS CORONER BACKS WARREN PANEL '

By Jeremiah O’Leary .
Washington Star Staff Writer: .

Dallas’ chief medical examiner told the House
Assassinations Committee today there is no evi-

‘dence John F. Keanedy was. shot from the front or *

the side.

Dr. Charles Petty, a chmcal and forensxc pathol--f

ogy expert, categorically rejected theories that
Kennedy and former Texas Gov. John B. Connally
may have been fired upon by a2 second gunman

posxtmned ahead of the motorcade or:to:one side.’

e gave further support to the Warren Commis-

's:on s findings that all the wounds inflicted on the-

gres;dent and. the governor were fired from be-
in :

Pet‘y was asked by Rep. chnatdson Preyer, D-
M.C., whether he believed the ‘‘single-bullet”

theory is valid.. This is the.official theory that one
bullet passed through:President Kennedy’s back,
emerged from his throat, struck Gov. Connally in
f.be chest and wrist, and finally 1odged in hxs thigh. -

that was not fatal to either of them: -

““] believe they were struck by the same bullet.
To sum up the flight of that buallet, I believe that
the bullet peneirated.the president’s neck without

striking any bone or hard material and when it

exited the president’s throat. was travelling up-
ward in anatomical terms,”’ Dr. Petty declared.

“That was because the president was not sitting

bolt upright when he was shot. This explains how
the bullet went downward till it hit the president,

turned upward when it hit: him.’and. then turned:

~ Committee,

. believe that Kennedy and Connally were struck by

~ down agam when it entered the body of Gov. Con-f

" nally. The bullet struck no bones. It did not go:

through the spinal columna of sither man, but
rather passsed through soft material which did not
cause the bullet to break into fragments.
“The second object the bullet struck was Gov
Connally The bullet did not maka right angle;
turns. but penetrated the governor’s chest near the‘ :
armpit and followed the line of one of his ribs until’
it exited near the right nipple. The bullet did not .
genetrate Gov. Connally’s lung but it did shatter’
is fifth rib as it followed the slope of that part of | ’
the rib.”
Petty sa1d the bullet then struck the back of the !
governor’s wrist and passed out through the front :
of his wrist. Bullet substances were found in Con- -
nally’s wrist, Petty testified, indicating that it was
here the bullet began to be deformed.
‘“Then the bullet passed in and out of Gov Con-
nally sthighatlow veloczty

* YESTERDAY Dr. Cyril H. Wecht coroner of Al-

PETI‘Y TESTIFIED he belxeved Kennedy and:: legheny O i, Cralensed ths Thsory: He

Connally were hit by the same. bullet = a- xmss:le

dissented from the findings of a panel of nine pa-
thologists retained by the House Assassmatxonsf

Although Wecht agreed with the other oanelxsts
that Kennedy was shot from behind, he said “no
single builet could have caused all these wounds. I
believe four shots were most probably fired, and I

three of them. I believe the president was struck
twice, once in the back and once in the head. :
T believe Connally was hit by another bullet ”
he said, adding he beheved the fourth bullet may
not have been found. ‘




