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The House Select Committee on As-

sassinations says it has received an 
uncorroborated report that James 
Earl Ray received "instructions" from 
a secret contact in Europe following 
the April, 1968, murder of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. in Memphis. 

Del. Walter E. Fauntroy (D-D. C.), 
chairman of the subcommittee investi-
gating the King assassination, said the 
contact was supposed to have taken 
place in Portugal, one of several coun-
tries to which Ray fled before he was 
arrested at London's Heathrow Air-
port on June 8, 1968. 

Fauntroy acknowledged in a tele-
phone interview that the report was 
uncorroborated, but he said it came 
from someone he regards as "a relia-
ble surce" who has spoken with Ray. 

Ray is serving a 99-year state prison term in Tennessee for King's murder, 
to which Ray pleaded guilty. 

The information received by the 
committee is mentioned briefly in a 
26 page report that the House commit-tee has drafted to outline its plans for 
investigating the deaths of King and 
President Kennedy. 

The committee says it has been told 
flat: ,.",Ray contacted another perso- 
ff-Orn Whom he received further i-
structons to aid in his continuir • 
flight out .of the United States." 

Fauntroy declined to add any mix details, but committee investigators 
have reportedly been told that Ray was supposed to have received instruc-
tions for getting money to continue 
his trip from Portugal to Belgium. 

According to Fauntroy, the commit-
tee's immediate source is someone "who has never previously been inter-
viewed by any investigative agency" 
and is neither a Ray relative nor one 
of his attorneys. 

One of Ray's most recent visitors at Ttriishv Mountain State Prison was 

Mark Lane, an outspoken critic of the 
government's investigations of both 
the King and Kennedy assassinations, 
but he denied yesterday that he was the source. 

In fact, Lane said, "I have some doubts about it. What he told me cer-
tainly contravenes it. He told me that 
when he fled the United States, he was fleeing from everyone." 

Ray has contended since his impris-
onment that he was just "a fall guy" 
in a conspiracy to murder King. The 
U.S. Supreme Court, however, re-
cently refused to review his guilty plea. 

Even by the House committee's ad- mittedly 	incomplete 	account, "something happened in Portugal" 
that kept Ray from going to Belgium 
and ultimately Africa, his destination. 
Instead he returned to England where 
he was captured. 

The House committee's report is ex-
pected to be made public shortly be-
fore Congress convenes Jan. 4. House investigators are seeking a $6.5 mil-
lion budget which they say is neces-
sary for a thorough and independent investigation. 

Ray escaped from pirson in Mis-
souri on April 23, 1967, almost a year before King's death. 

"We suspect he had a number of 
contacts over that year," Fauntroy 
said. "These are among the leads we'll 
be able to pursue thoroughly if we 
succeed in getting the basic budget re-quested," he said. 

Committee investigators do not 
claim to know the identity of Ray's 
supposed contact while he was in Por-
tugal, but Fauntroy said the source of 
the story "is of such reliability that 
we feel confident the lead is worth following." 


