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Dear Jim, i o 12/25/76
From Lardner's story iz this morning's Post at the lesst my yesterday's efforts heve
resulted in smeking more of the fake gtoxy out. I have trouble believing that Jimmy said
any$hing like this. More like Freed than bane, to0. I believe Lane's denial of being the
wmu,zhaﬁs&admmﬁhuemg%mrmaﬁm. If it 414 not comc %o
town today I kmow you'll get £%.

I monitored WAVA for s while this moming. 4 1itile afte- 8:10 they carried an
iten about Ray ailegedly - they did not say allsgedly - receiving both noney and
instructions from what was 2slled by the werd "accomplice” in Portugal. t »as stiributed
to Fauntrey,

The Pauntroy part was bij oo the 11 P-3ie Chacnel 4 news last night, delivered by a
bBlack reporter. It, like all the others, hes Rey confossing guilt snd admitting he had
stconplicesn.

One of the visible effects of what I di¢ is the emphmsis on “imeorroborated,”
unles: that began with you and Nartin, whose story I still heve not seen. "Faumtrey
ackmowledged in a telephone interview that the raport was uncorroborated.” But he insisted
"1t came from soneone he regards as ‘s reliable source who has spoken with Ray.” Later in
the atory there is moze from Fauntroy on this,"but Famntroy said the source of the story
"is of such reliability that we feel confident the lead iz worth fellowing.'" :

The most obvious reaction to tiis is that if it ie uncorroborated snd if it is only
a lsad who go public with i¥? Doing so is defamatory snd extremely prejudicial to “ay's
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On tho face the story is mot oredidle. It is mot evem witiin reason. Vhile the
aversge reader will met take it this way and will be projudiced agairnst Jimmy by it
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limitations Msrtin ondtied, 2ot a member of %ay's fanily or a lawyer.)

Lane's cemment is not bright, whether T or not intended, as I think itf wes, that
J;i-nsz'maemimwtafsmﬂmy:”&m&n&ﬂmkﬂaﬁm%m
States he was flecing frem everyone. Everyone is not just cops. Lo-consgirators,

Two Shlngs are very clsar: they are using this erep to got am appropriate, which
is exactly what I predfictsd they would doj and they are assuming Jimay killed Xing, There
iz no way arounc that im may vergien, beginoing with yest iy s sndersen eolumn,

hmuummmﬂiwrmvm&ammﬁnm-ma
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mexc I gave you shovwe, This is sxactly what Sprague told theam, sxactly what Ozer did.

There is a fumsinesa abput the form of the committee's "information.” While all
earlier sccount convey the ides it is swopn testimony this story says "has received...
gmﬁ.,.*mmuxwuwmmm.x agroe that it could have basen
&very. I would not rule Russell or Uliff out
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pursue if we succesd in getiing the basie budget requested.” ¥ anic budget reguested®s=
the largest in Cengressioual history. Fauntroy hss learned his Orwell,

I‘mseorytah&#aMsemmtinmmwziwbaumlm%aim
kiek back. It is irresponsible, it is aw, it is without any credidility snd we can cortainly
wwmr%meﬂwktaem,itﬁthaa.Mmmmmmwm
aMf&wMMaﬁmi&ﬁdoﬁt&ﬁmﬁhﬂu&aMa&uﬂ. They sre no less
out to get him thak I have felt from the first, ¥We should find out if this was Oser. Best, HW



