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Mr. G. Robert Blakey 10/30/78
House Select Comuittee on 4ssassinations

House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Beay Hr. Blakey,

In writing you twe days ago I pointed out that you are really very amateurish
when you try to be sclf-serving. In today's mail and by a phone call I did not expect
I learned more about this today.

You may remember that when you called $obn Ray to an exscutive session Jim
Iesar asked me to be present for any help I might provide. You had me pud out of the
Toom, When Mr, *esar went to examine the transcripts of prier executive sessions
invelving his clients he made notes. You had his notes physically tsken away from
him. These procedures are hardly ealculated to enable correction of any error in
the transeripts. Except for those many ones your lembers made, those I think may not
be exactly acocidental “errors.”

What Hembers kmowkx and believe is largely controlled by the staff because the
Members ars too busy to be asctive investigators. With the kind of diectatorial contrel
you exercise this mesns What you see to it ithat they do and do not know and cen
believe., Tou know the committes might not survive the loss of another chief counsel,
I understand you have remindedd the committes of this. -

Not having an authentic subject expert present in the hearing reom with Johmn
Ray and Carol Pepper limited the correction of committee errors Mr, Lesar ocould make.
If you don't suppress that transcript it #will reflect enough, Net letwr. Lesar
have even his notes served the same purpose.

This is to say that your real purpose had no velationship to sny legitimate
peed to prdect the privacy of either Hrs, Pepper or John Ray, both of whom wanted
me to be present, as their coumsel had asked., Nor could it keep secret anything
that came up. A1l three discussed those matters with me,

In today's mail,I have the second (at least) committee executive session
transeript, each copy given officially o the person who provided the eopy by the
committee, I have nothing stolen from you and no means of obtaining anything like that.

Also in today's mail I have 10 or 12 pages of FBI records your committee, of-
fieially, gave to the persen who provided these records to me, Now it also happens
that the ¥BI did not want these records oul because it withheld them frow me in one
of my FOIA cases in which they are relevant,

Setrecy is your selective practise. You keep things from me to cover yourself
and the misdiveotion of the ceamitive you have succeeded in pulling off. Likewfise
with your refusal to let me have copies of what you have zlready put inte the
publie dowmain, With that you have another possible purpose, service to those to
whom you owe much - those I aue under FOIA. Not what one would expect of a genuine
and sincere professor of the law, which would be to let the advermary procese work.

The phone call was frem Oliver Patterson. I had written him to ask dout his
having s copy of a letter I wrote Jerry Ray. Your informant, if you were not aware of
it, came here just before his executive session testimony. He had gene to Seorgia
to transport Jerry Bay to Washington. The public record holds mothing that leads me
to believe that you will regard the coming of a commitbee informsnt to my home ﬁs
improper, although I am the cited source of several stories of factual oriticism
of the comumittee.



¥r. Patterson informs me that all of what belenged to him and to Jerry Ray was
in the trunk of his car, that he was met im Washington by your Hel Waiman and Convad
Buetz, that these two had the keys to the trunk, opened it and removed what ine
terested them and that it inchuded my letter. They handed my letter to fr. Patterson
to read o them, all the time pretending disinterest and never once stopping his
reading of this letter in which I also express opinions about your commitiee.

I believe Py, Potterson, Thus I believe hinm when he tells me that he 4id not
give the commitbes prints of pictures he took when he was here. But my, my, how it
dces look - for a professor of law to believe that Congress serves proper legislative
purpeses by using informants and then these informants interfept private communica-
tions involving ap outspoken critie of you and your commifiee — and even takes
photographs of him and Jerry “ay tegether.

Mr. Patterson is wnclear on the detsils of the backgrounding on me he was given
by your mtaff. I'é spprechate #eaﬁ.ng fram you if you cam aseribe a proper legis-
lative purpose o any official backgrounding of an informant with me the subject
of that backgrounding,

¥r. ?'at‘term is quite clear that "r., Bastz told him I am 8 "paranoid, senile
0}4 men.” From what I have heard sbout Hr, Baetsz, zoing bsck to his reported assigne
ment to the cuspider detall in the Madison County Shoﬂff'& officd, what would
disturb me is any faverable opinion he mightfexpress. But I do wonder sbout the
propri¢ty of any backgrounding relating to any member of the prior James Esrl Ray
defense team. If you do not want to offer coament as a professor of law then I would
welcome it from the Chief Counsel and Director of the commitiee. Unless, of course,
you would prefer to present all of this %o the chairman who might respond as chairman,

In any event, it now is quite clear thet your wefusal of cepies of public records
you have published and will publish is pretextual and thus is imappropriate for either
a professer of lav of a cosmittee counsel and director, It also is apparent that in
this you cover yourself and those to whom you owe much, those who withheld under
Frecdom of Inforuation and court process. 1t likewise is without any doubt that you
have given confidential FBI records away, as I shall inform the Department, to which
I will also provide cepies.

Sincerely,

Hsrcld Veisberg
P.S, Mr. Patterson'’s memory is incomuplete or Mr. Baetz remembered less of the
directif quotation of Hark ] on me as & "paranocid, semile old man" thad Lane
generally uses. There was a time, as you myst kuow, when he and you-all were in bed
together., So to speak. Particularly with your subcomuittee chairman whose IV appear-
ances lane helped him prepare, Of the other descripiions my favorite is cantankerous.



