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My, Thomas O'Heill, Speaker Rt. 12, Frederick, Hd., 21701
Houseof Representatives ’ 3/19/71
Washington, D.C. 20515

M}&o W,

In writing you about your assassinations committee this time I think I can bring
you words of cheer. That there is a Republican “ongressman from youisville who loves
the late Dy, Mertin Luther King, Jr., the man responsible for all the civil rights
tooubles — and the “ouisvilie bussing that followed ~ encugh to go public ané on nation-
wide TV with charges against the FBI (those outlanders who did the investigating) is
assurance that there are those who can rise above mere principle.

When the overdue epitaph of your updated¥sskx® Keystone XKops is written I think
there should be a chapter titled Milways on “wnday." This would relate to the magical
oircunstsnces that have sll the lesks for Sunday use, when thare is nobody #n offices
to provide snother versien.

This weckend smells of one Clifton leird, 28 years on the Bowling Creen police
force, & man so steeped in the more arcane of police sciences that he had difficulty
placing a ecall to me iz 1975

Hemory is not perfect but my recollection of his story then is that the FEI was
persecuting nim over charges of planned bombings. Coincidemce, of course, if there was
an closeness in time to the integration of the schools. le had his car wired for sound,
as what good citigzen does not. The story then was not that oue tape had been stolen,
tonight's TV version. Merely that bis scienee failed and one was useless.

I must have wondered how many FBI agehts wender around with s belf million uae
accomnted dollars of the taxpayers money o offer those they suspect are bombers or
dmsniters but * guess I was overly suspicious because from tonight's TV neither
Congresssan Snyder nor Richard Sprague had any such misgivings,

Yon't you think that now you are Spesker you might do something about this loose-
ness with federal funds?

I am hardly an expert on Clifton Laird but it secms to stick in my mind that his
acoemplishments in police science were such that in 1975 he was studying usat-cutting,
an honorable ealling.

But do not despair of your comuittes. They ave working Ssturday evenings, at least
while they bave an appropristioca and continuation te justify. I was phoned just before
supper to ses if I had and would provids a transcript of the deposition of Perey Fore-
men. I was a bit surprised st two aspects of this. First of all last “ctober I told one
of the counsel where what legal records were, even tho nemes of the clerks of the court,
If you examine their vouchers you will find they were in euphis sines then. Bow if the
clerk of the federal court, a gentleman (within my experience) named Reed, is not co~
operating with the Congress 1 thiak‘ym should know sbout it. It may interest you less
tc know that your investigators can t find the clerk of the court. Especially after 1 let
them have all the other iranscripte of that proededing. (Y6u'd not know this if you read
the transeript of the hearing where there was reference to them. They have it thers that
the Hemphis presecution was on the one hand providing this and on the other refusing
to provide anything without a subpoena not yet served, that being only two mokths
after the comnittee was established.)

Tris business of questioning ¥r. Foreman, who put #r, #ay sway while sesing to it
there would be no trial, is one over which Sprague and I disputed. it one point he told
me that questioning him without the most thorough preparation and withoui regard for
Bp, Ray's wights would be "totally end completely” wrong. We did pot then discuss it all.
Like that Mr., Ray charges that Hr, Foreman coerced him. Or that there is a pending federal
cherge of this against Hr. Foreman in federal court in Dallas, where he tosk 100,000
from the sons of H.L.Hunt o see to it that his client did not Bestify. { 1 have examined



propriety of the House having a lewyer testify egainst his client or by-passing that
client’s current lawyer who ingdsted on the preservation of legal rights. Giving

Percy Foreman the fomum of the House when he is charged with obstructing justice should
glve you joy, not worry. It will be a vesl credit to the House, I'm sure you'll agree.

I went feo be careful not te mislead you aboat K. Foreman, ska The Texas Tiger. He
insists on the "the." He is an accomplished defendsr of the rights of the acuused. The
eourt records + loaned to your comudttee show that Np. Ray's earlier counsel and Fr, Ray
both rejected a prosecuticn offer of a Z0-year sentence for s gullty plea. Unge dr,
Foreman was in the case he not enly had this incromsed %o 99 years but persuaded fir,

Hay to agree. I do not think all of this can be atiributed to the fact that prior counsel
Just happened to be the lavyer who as sayor of Bimminghan turnmed fire-hoses ané police
doge loose on peaceful demonstrators longing %o vote and be educated,

From this I think you can see the wisdom and perceptiveness of the comsittes’s
atafi counsel who seid the comsittee would “solve” the %ing assaseination through
My, Foreman, 8 accounted for their urgent need for a waiver from r, Ray befors they
414 any invesyigetion of *he srize itself or held eny hearing st all,

I'm sure it was just an innocent oversight that when the comuittes phoned me this
3‘73!!155 to ask for this Foreman tramseript the stafier did not tell me that yesterday
in Lesar, Egg., Mr, Ray's only informed sounsel, refused to give the same transeript
to the same comuittee.

) Bot until afterward did I reslize that this combttee still hes a phone-taping
capability. This is how 1t happened. The perso B who phoned me was not weighed down
with factual details. I suggested that 1t might be helpful in accuracy if what I told
her about ¥r, Foreman were tape-vecorded because like some legal matters it is a bit
cogplicated, I had no ulterior motive. It is true. I was toid they'd have to switch to
another phone for that. Then I was told that counsel would return the oeall, that this
was more suited to a conversation with comnsel. The idea of taping was mine. But the
capability is theirs. After we spoke it came to mind that %r. Bdwards had sxoressed
a dislike for this procedure and had been assursd that ths committee would not tape
conversations, that the item for it would come eout of the budget, It nov seems like a
budget itenm is not necessary.

+ guess it is a good thing that By, Sayder and Me. Sprague have the FBT to kiek
around. if they had to contend with reality thers would be fewer headlines and TV
shows and there would be even less public willingness for public meney %o be spent this
way or the wemories people have of their martyrs to be trested thls way,

1 also guess you can get an idee of why there is so 1ittle coucern for niceties
like legal rights in the House wmder your Speakership. With Kr. Ray to be questionsd
this week thers can be more headlines, can't there?

4nd the name of this game is headlines- bsfore Harch 31,

Be assured that while I agree with Mr. Hdwards in his concerns I will have no
objection if I am callsd baock and if I af taped. I want %o be as Torthright and as
informative as I can and sll the iaforsation I have is that this comsittee in six months
has not troubled itss%f to learn the most basic of proves facts. Thersfore it will have
a taped cud to chew, “his will bs better than an untaped ong, I belleve. =4 little faet
in all the fantasy is something that will not hurt the House. Xz FOue

Sincerely,

Haroid Weisberg



