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House Report Tells of Unsupp“orted
Testimony That Ray Was Aided -

:ay'rm As-ochted Pruu

WAbHINGTON Dec. 24—A report by
_the House Committee on Assassinations
1 says that its investigators have obtained
uncorroborated testimony -that James
Earl Ray received instructions from a se-
cret conspirator in his flight after the
murder of the Rev. Dr. NIartin Luther
i ch' Jr.
| Walter E. Fauntroy, Democramc Delev
gate from the District of Columbia whoH
is chairman of the subcommittee investi-
gating Dr. King’s slaying, said that the
information had come from “a very reli-
able source” who had talked with Mr.|
Ray, currently serving a 99-year prison
term. Mr. Fauntroy stressed that the t&stl-
mony had not been corroborated.

He said in a telephone interview today
that the witness had told the investiga-|
tors “that there was someons with whom'
he [Ray] was to get in touch in Portugal.”
. The testimony was cited in.a 26-page
report that descnbed the mmdent as fol-
fows: - Pl M S R

“Ray contacted another person from

. . .outof the United States:”

Mr. Fauntroy confirmed that the loca-
tion was Portugal but said that investiga-
tors did not know the identity of the
other person nor whether the meeting
had taken place

The report was approved by the 12-

whom he received further mst;uctxons;

Continued on Page 27, Column 1

member committee as one of two exam-

pLes of leads the panel feels must be pur-{.

sued in its investigation into the assassi-
nations of Dr. King and President Kenne-
dy;Mr. Fauntroy said.. ’

“The other example is the previously
reported recollection of former employees
of the Central Intelligence Agency regard-
ing the agency’s surveillance of Lee “Har-
vey Oswaldrin Mexico City less than two
months-before the Kennedy assassination
on Nov. 22, 1963.

The report, not yet publicly released,
will be presented to the House in January
as justification for the committee’s pro-

pesed one-year $6.5-million budget.

-Speaking of the testxmony in the King
case, Mr. Fauntroy insisted, “The source
is_of such reliability we feel confident
the.lead is worth following.”

e .~ Origin of Questions

"He said that the report identified the
source as ‘“‘a witness who had never
préviously been interviewed by any inves-
tigative- agency.” Mr. Fauntroy said the
sGurce was an American who was neither
a-relative of Mr. Ray nor an attorney
for him, but he refused to give any fur-_

ther ;dentxfymg information.
vJames Lesar, who has represented VIr g
Ray since 1970; said that the only ‘other?
persons with whom Mr. Ray had talked’
had- been reporters and his prison guards.:

Mr. Lesar added that Mr. Ray had never
told him about a secret meeting in Portu-
gal.

Mr. Ray’s ability to evade the law en-
forcement authorities for three months
after the April 4, 1968, slaying of Dr.

, King has often been cited as an indication
‘that he had help from other unknown
conspirators. In particular, his ability to
obtain three false passports and pay for
trips to England and Portugal has been
‘cited as action beyond his intellectual or
financial means. !

. In March 1969, when Mr. Ray pleaded
aullty to killing Dr. King, he told the
“court that ‘he did not agree with “state-
ment by the prosecution and by his own
defense attorney that there was no con-
spiracy involved. However, Mr. Ray has
never explained what he meant.

- The new-lead on the Kennedy assassi-
nation cited in the report centers on the
CLA’s electronic surveillance -of the
Soviet Embassy in Mexico City. - :

" The agency tape-recorded a phone call
between Mr. Oswald and the Soviet Em-
bassy and turned transcripts of that
recording over .to the Warren Commxs-
sion.

Reliable sources have said that the
transcripts show. that Mr. Oswald was
asking for information about obtaining
a visa to travel to the Soviet Union. How-
ever, three C.LA. employees stationed in
Mexico City at the time have been quoted
ag saying that the tape recordings showed
Mr. Oswald offering information to the
Russians in return for a free trlp to Rus-
sia.

The committee has >ent mvestlgators

to Mexico in an eifort to- explam this+
| discrepancy.




