8/z0/70
Paul &nd Gery,
WC ¥iles inventary

Among the things I finelly got from Rhoads with his letter of 3/12,
wiich I*ve mentioned to you, is what is titled "Preliminary Inventory of the
Records of the Precident’s Commission on the Assassinstion of FPresident Xenie dy".
It seys it is "compiled” by Johnson this yesr. I will be sending you both ¢opies.
Because he singles out for mention those things I have fought with them for four sand
& half yesrs to get snd fusy have refused top but singles them out for spaciel
mention onee I force them there, I ask that you do not redistribute this uni 1
after I can get these things I nave done printed, used the way I want to use them.

This 1s partly an argumenistive dscument snd there sre minor errors in
it in those areas not vpart of a "compilatien” and not per: of an "inventorg™.
For example, im tius introduction, wher: tihe Commlssion’s purposes ars szet or th,
he eliminetes investigation of the Tiprit ki1lling {1). In seying, sgsin not besie
to an inventory, that XDswald wes"arrsigned within 12 houre of his arrest” (which
¢csn be argued from their files), Jobnson says this was "Un the bssis of evidmnce
provided by Federal, State snd locsl amgencies”, wheress no federal or state evi-
dence was used, Nor was 1t "the State of Texses" that srraigned him bhut thecity
of Dellas{2). He says the "Commission regerded the Bxecutive order by waich it was
appointed as s pandeate to conduct & thorough snd independent investigation (3),
whien is @n unwarranted snd unnecessery comuent, not part of an "inventory” and, in
fact, not the faet, for its investigation waz neither thorough nor independent end
it was not possible for the Cowmmission to conduet sn independent investigst ion when
it had no independent investigators of its own snd used those slresdy parti pris.
This is perticularly imsppropriaste for Johnson knew the investigators had held infrre
mation bsek from the Commission. In & document like this, such extraneous editoriak
eomment smounts to propagsnda.

Interestingly, Jobnson says that smong the sources tapped by the Commissior

(3,4) are "four congressional committees®. Here he refers to "Entry 11", where

there 1g no refersnce to anything st all hsving been obtained from such committees,
However, I intend %o =sk for this to be certsin. Among the things thet should shenw
up is Butler's SIS "testimony™. liere he glso had a propagendistic interpretation

of the function of Walter Cralg, the bar sssoclation == d his associstes thet hes

no place in a work of Impartisl scholershiip ora an "inventory”. This, he has the
gell to say, wae in "fseirness™ to the "elleged ssssssin®,

In discussiyg the orgenization of the files, he confirms what L1 haed known ,
thet the Archives sssigned & staff member, Josephine Ferrsr, "to supervise the
creation snd mainteinsnce of its files”. “e does not say it wss necessary to
send her essistance when she got behind or that some of tne work was curtailed,
although that becomes clesr elsewhers, as 1 shsell note. Interestingly, on the
organizetion of the files, Goldberg "hed s leeding pert in these meebtings”.(5)

Hot until psge 6 does he get down to deseribing ("about 360 cubic feet™) and
breaking down the materisl,

There sre things of interest here thet I shell be lo~king into. ¥We ean
do it together if you'd like. Aside from transeripts of Commission meetings be
says there are "minutes™, Becsuse this is plural I enticipete it should include
more thsn thet of 8/18/64, whieh I heve forced them to stop eslling s transeript
in their correspondence with me. There are slso what I want very much %o ses,
"minutes of staff meetings". Here slsc there iz an unexpanded reference o "indexes”.
I will ask whet ones sepasrate from CDs, for he refers to but a single one, that
of the 88, to be referred to belew. In this seetion he also lists "drafta" -of
the Report, snd I shell want to seex what Lisbeler eliminsted to sccomodete Hall,

Howard end Ssymour, smong other things, when I can,



Such extraneous, partial, reslly propagendistic additions have e
made as the CBS 1987 broadecasts (6), waich, it wuld seem, ocught not be done
unless the Archive 1s converted into one holding all eritieal writing, It lists
(847) 2s "record Grpup 273" as the place where the pletures and X-rays of the
autopst are stored,

. Net until he has used up 256 of tue space of the entire memoreddum does
Johneon get gewn Yo itemizing the "Records of the President's Commission” (7rf),
‘broken down into numbered "Items™ and so identified in the right msrgin.

Item 1, Proceedings and minutes, mekes no mentisn of hose of the staff.

Item 2 seems to be the flle classificeation menusl only, dstes 1t to 5/64, ralher
lare unless it is & reorganizetion. Item 3 (p. 8) may be interesting: "Begister of
Letters Received”., 2" tnlck only {ratber smell, I'd imegine, for the volume of
lettere the Commission hed %o hsve gotten, It inkludes "entries for letters
trenenitiing repports or giving information", with reference to Item 8, Item 4 is
"List if Nunbered Commiseion Documents”,the "besic list"”, no more. 4 1s wist I have
written you about earlier, "Index %o nsmes in Secret Serviece Reports” (9) =id
tekes up 4 cubie fest, wiich makes understendable their refussl to allow access.
These sre not the originals but are copies. I teske it this is a complets indsx %o
sll 88 meterials given the Commission enly). :

Down Jim's alley is Item 6, which I'1l use for him or he csn use himself:
*Index to addresses »nd telephone numbers in Sefret Service BReports". 3x5 cards.
It seems pretty inclusive, is arranged by sddress, slphabetically by ecity, by
etreet, ete. Item 7 is one I've reported esrlier, the one kilied by Willems as an
exonomy measure. 1t is "Neme Index to Certain Commission Documents™ and ends with
CD 54, But it seems limited tc the Ruby eresl

Item 8 is the numbered-documents file. "A few of the documeniz are mis-
eing”. 1 should ask for a new 1list, and ask them to get sgencies or origin %o
replace, Bxtent: 30 ft.

‘ Item 9t KP file. Neme file of 589 persons, but becauwse it includes
"witnesses", only 47 others are included. 5 £t on 140,

Other Ind file is Item 10, 17ft. Of thoss llsted, two should be checked:
Parkland and Bireh.

GAT is Item 1ll. There is reference %to two foreign govermments (presumesbly
DE3R, Cube, bit not nsmed) snd to corres with Cong. Committees, but no reference to
anytbing supplied by such commitiess. Interesting conclusinf) sentencei™Phere
ere separste folders for Dsiles and New Orlesnes 2t the end of the records relating
$o cities.” This slsc I should check.

Inv & Evid, Item 12, 5 ft. Xncludes more than excerpis from numbered ¥Ds,
unspecified snd "Arfanged by a subjectenumeric filing sysiem". Should this be
locked into?

Items 13-18 relste to eliprings, tepes, film, photos snd inclides items
tnhe existence of which was denied to me Under 14 is this choice bit of propaganda:
"lee Harvey Oswald distributing litersturs on bebalf of the Fair Play for Cubs
Committee™ (14). The third item under Item 18 is erroneocus #a identifying whet Wolper
provided. Wolper bought DCA, edited it into this 16mm version. I found this in 1966
There is en Sum UPI item that seems to be neither Nix nor Muchmore. I should cheek.
Eumber 2 of Item 19 should be checksd,"a recording of en interview with Fstle r Huber®
Ths Dalle & tapes sre outlined. » hsve seen +thess while being dubbed, end they sre

extensive, despite Specter's gross misrepresentation (WW). Should have doctorss



It 15 possible some of these Tilms (not shown me when I wes t0ld I hed besn shown
81l) may heve information of which we do not know.

Administrative papers begin with Item 20 (18). Includes trsnafer
records to Arch., 1.4, phone cddds., 201, sgendss,:;"with sttached documents for
fonzideration, including investigetive reports” of FBI and SS.

Item 21 (I should check), described es of "negligible size, includes
staff eonference minutes, one listed being on"the question of the proper hsn@ling
of the & legations that Osweld was an undercover agent of the” FBI or other
sgencies, {p. 17) )

Records relsting to pub Repert begin with Item 27 (®o). Inc[uﬁes fIten
27 (1)t "Correspandence between the Commission 2nd the (entrel intelligence Agency
concerning permission to publish certein documents"; (28 verious drafts ¥R; "(3)
preliminsry sumcary of evidence svsilsble in Februsry 1984, ..memorsnds concerning
revisions end corrections, filed by nsme of staff member preparing the ssetion of
the Report involvei™, tothof which I ehould check. 28 Is ms of finel report and hrgs.
Has editorial correctiins (here T should find Liesbeler's on 0dio story). Item 30
is the index to exhibits as primted. But i1t includes one "arranged slphabeti el ly by
peme of witness®, which might be werth saving, incomplete sz Sylvis's is. I'1l try
and examins, ‘

Items 31 snd 32 are the corrected Gslley snd Page proofs, with this
error gratulitously sdded under pege,"...contsine stylistic chsnges of words or phrae

"Records releting to tsstimony” begine with Item 35 (p. 22). Therek
15 2 "lo-seleal notebook conteining rough notes™ I should check, Thers 1g¢ s B" tnidk:
5x8 card file of "subjsctbindex, Item 36, Separste Item (No. 38) on Lene, spperemty
not those used in Hesrings, which is referred %o 2s in Item 28,

Fascinsting, with the record I have of destruction is Item 39, "Sysno-
type notes of Proceedings". This ssys the originsl notes are sealed as thay
were originally, hence should include #11 withheld ex sess, etec,

Item 42 #s "Exhibits end other evidence™. Trkes up 70 feet and inkjudes
photographs, which mey be psrt of "other evidence not sssigned sn exhibit number”
but may inlcuds only what hes en FBI number,

Phere is s large, inadequately described "Office File of Staff Members" %
toslling 18 %, snd includes memos on variocus aress. /fUnVYf

Item 46,"Report of Meeting of Msmbers of Btaff™ should be checked. Johnson
had told we only ofss psychistric ewnlustion or Oswsld by three doctors, apparently
shrinks. There is notning to indicste it is clsssified end I think I should see it.

Item 47 in "tvwe inecomplete indexes” on verious matiers, including Oswald's
"contacts with " the ¥BI, wiieh I should check.

Deseribed as " Negligitle", prosumeably in velume, it the last item. 52:
"Ralated Msterial Received in 1989 From the Secret Service®. Here is where I'm
touchy. And some, received before 1969, is not listed.

I sh2ll be writing e letter of both complaint end inquiry zbout this and
will send copies of it also. ¥hen you get the full thing, I'd sppreciste suggesiion
on 1) things you propose looking into, if any =nd 2) things you think I snould (here
on Bx5 cards would be helpful, for I cen esrry them in pocket and remove as I do),



